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REPORT 



OP THE 

DEEP SEA AND COAST FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND, 

FOE, THE TEAR 1867. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY JAMES, MAEQUESS OF ABEE00E.N, K.O., 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 



May it please your Excellency, 

We, the Commissioners for the Deep Sea and Coast Fisheries of Ireland, beg leave to 
submit to your Excellency our Deport on the state of the Fisheries for the year 1867. 

Although, as will he seen from the several returns and reports in the Appendix, 
the fisheries in -general have not been attended with the same measure of success during 
the past as in the previous and several preceding years, yet we are satisfied that the 
diminished productiveness is not due to any falling off in the extent and value of the 
fisheries, but rather to fortuitous circumstances, which may, . and indeed must, be of 
occasional recurrence. Neither do we think that the diminution in the number of the boats 
and men employed, as also appears from the returns of the Coast-guard officers, is indicative 
of a failing prosperity, but is more probably the result of a final abandonment of old and 
decaying boats on the introduction of a new, larger, and better-found class, and the 
growing disposition on the part of that portion of the men forming their crews,, whose 
occupation is generally more of an agricultural nature, to leave to men who are disposed 
to give their whole time to it, and to become, in fact, fishermen by profession, the pursuit 
of the fisheries. 

The herring fishery on the eastern coast has been comparatively unremunerative, 
owing to the fate period at which the fish appear to have entered the Channel ; hut we 
have the satisfaction of observing that the enterprise of the Irish Sea Fishing Company 
in forming a curing establishment at Howth has been attended with marked success, a 
portion of their produce exported to Scotland having commanded a higher price in the 
markets of that country than native cured fish marked with the Crown brand. 

The great mackerel fishery on the south coast has also been comparatively a failure, 
owing to the heavy gales which prevailed throughout the spring of the year, and the 
consequent dispersion of the fish. And here we may observe that at the head-quarters of 
that fishery — Kinsale — is to be found in the drunkenness and dissipation of the fishermen, 
and indeed of their families, the only exception to the good and peaceable conduct which 
everywhere else prevails and distinguishes the fishermen. In the ordinary and con- 
tinuous fisheries round the coast, including those carried on by. trawling, there is nothing- 
special to note, hut the indications are generally in favour of improvement. 

In regard to the oyster fisheries, we have reason to believe that on the more impor- 
tant beds of common right to the public, the state of things is satisfactory, and that the 
regulations we have made from time to time with the view to then- preservation in the 
interests both of the public and the fishermen, have been attended with, success. On 
the smaller and more remote beds, however, we have reason to fear that in many cases 
the great demand and high prices have led to such excessive dredging as to leave them 
exhausted, if not entirely destroyed. With respect to the private beds for which we 
have granted licences (fifteen having been given during the past year) we have but scant 
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remunerating them for their services at certain steF d u *u Coast -guard Officers, by 
consideration, and we further have to submit thaM™ ’ Sh ° •' d n ° W be taken into s «rious. 
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We have the honour to be 



tour excellency s obedient servants, 



J. G. M'KEELIE, 
WM. R. LEFANU, 



| Commissioners 0 / Public Works 
/ and Fisheries. 

JAS. REDMOND BARRY, / Inspecting Commissioner of 
1 Fisheries. 

Edwaed Hornsby, Secretary. 



Office of Public Works, 
Department of Fisheries, 
15th June, 1868. 
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APPENDIX. 



REPORT OF INSPECTING 

More than a year has passed since our last report. 
To the public, as well as to our department, it 
has been a period of more than ordinary interest 
and excitement. 

On the 22nd of February, 1867, a Bill was 
brought into Parliament by Mr. Blake, Colonel 
Tottenham, and Dr. Brady, “ to amend the law 
of Ireland as to Sea Coast Fisheries,” which, on 
the 15th of May following, was referred to a 
Select Committee, which commenced its sittings 
on the 23rd of May, Mr. Blake, m.p. for Water- 
ford, having been appointed Chairman, and termi- 
nated on the 1 9th July, having in the interval 
examined sixteen witnesses, viz. : — Eleven from 
Ireland, three from Scotland, and two from Eng- 
land The inquiry was conducted with consumate 
skill and judgment, and with more than ordinary 
patience and courtesy, and in the 6,124 questions 
put and answered, little was left unexplained. 

The report and evidence, with a most compre- 
hensive index, forming a blue book of moderate 
dimensions, No. 443, 19th July, 1867, may well 
he considered entitled to a high place among the 
text books of the Irish fisheries, and may be 
referred to as containing most valuable statistical 
and general information. The heads of the 
Public Works and Fisheries, department in 
Ireland, one of the Commissioners and the Sec- 
retary of the Scotch Board, the learned Professor, 
the most prominent member of the Royal Com- 
mission of Inquiry, were all closely examined in 
reference to their administration of the laws or 
their recommendations for improvements. 

The report is well deserving a close and 
deliberate perusal by all persons entrusted either 
as legislators or as parties engaged in the culti- 
vation or the promotion of our sea fisheries. 

Pending this important inquiry, and before its 
proceedings had quite terminated, a measure of 
legislation, founded evidently on the recommenda- 
tions of the Royal Commissioners, was introduced 
into Parliament, and a hill planted on the 2nd of 
July, “to carry into effect a Convention between 
Her Majesty and the Emperor of the French 
concerning the fisheries in the seas between the 
British Islands and France, and to amend the 
laws relating to British sea fisheries.” 

A more favourable opportunity could hardly 
have been offered for ascertaining the opinion of 
this Select. Committee and the witnesses under 
examination; but it is a fact scarcely credible, that 
neither in the report nor in the evidence is there 
the most remote allusion to such a proceeding, 
although the honorable member for Reading, 
who had been one of the Royal Commissioners of 
Inquiry, was one of the most distinguished 
members of the Select Committee, and though 
there appears to be no official record of the fact, 
is said to have been one of the Commissioners 
appointed to prepare the Convention, which was 
signed at Paris on the 11th of November, 18b7, 
by the respected plenipotentiaries. 

This important measure, after having undergone 
numerous changes and modifications, is now fixed 
for a third reading in the Lords on the 8th instant; 
and as it will have to go back to the House of 



COMMISSIONER FOR 1867. 

Commons for the confirmation of certain amend- 
ments made in the Lords, may be considered still 
in abeyance, therefore it would be premature to 
offer any observations upon its probable effects; but 
as our department has not been inactive during 
the progress of the Bill through Parliament, it 
may be seen by reference to the Appendix, that 
the subject up to the last moment has had our 
best attention. 

It may become necessary, should this measure 
pass into law, to lose no time in communicating to 
the public the serious changes which it will pro- 
duce, and I shall for the present avoid all further 
reference to it ; but I should not omit to state 
thatanother Bill, as amended by Mr. Blake’s Select 
Committee, is also before Parliament, and fixed 
for a second reading in the Commons on the 25th 
instant. I have more than once expressed my 
belief, that the great state of uncertainty which 
has prevailed for some time on the subject of 
fishery legislation has tended, among other causes, 
to do great mischief, and to retard the natural 
progress of improvement and of enterprise. After 
my own examination before the Select Committee 
I ventured to respond to' a suggestion from the 
Committee, by offering a few brief suggestions 
which they have been pleased to consider deserv- 
ing a place in the appendix to their report, No. 4, 
pages 307 and 308, a copy of which will also be 
found in our Appendix No. 8, page 48. 

I see no reason to alter those opinions, and se 
long as our department is permitted to exercise 
the important functions with which it is charged, 

I hope they will consider seriously upon the ex- 
pediency of seeking for the additional assistance 
which will be necessary to render the department 
effective. This aid was called for on the 9th of 
June, 1866, in the Board’s report for 1865, and 
the necessity for it will, it is hoped, be found 
henceforward even more than at that time. 
Although we cannot boast of any increase in the 
numbers of boats and men employed since the last 
returns, but, on the contrary, there appears a 
further decrease of boats, men, and boys. I 
am still disposed, from a close analysis 'of the 
reports from the several divisions, to think that 
at least some portion of that decrease may be 
traced to a more accurate enumeration and a tho- 
roughly corrected registry. I cannot sufficiently 
express the great satisfaction which I have this 
year experienced in the examination of the returns 
from the thirty-eight divisions, of our coast, there 
are, on the part of the officers, evident marks of 
increased vigilance, and of a deeper interest in 
the subject, than I have ever before observed; and 
I am bound to say that, so far as my own obser- 
vations and experience enable me to form an 
opinion, it appears to me that a spirit of candour 
and zeal, I may say, uniformly prevails. We are 
especially indebted to our Chairman for the addi- 
tion of four important new queries to the ordinary 
list furnished to the officers of the Coast Guard 
department in the divisions, and I am happy to 
say that they have most diligently responded to 
the call, and that the very judicious summary pre- 
pared by the gentleman upon whom that duty 



Report of 
Inspecting 
Commissioner 
for 1867. 
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Appendix. evolved, has left little for mo to say than to that “the people arc too lazy to fish but ho 
- — recommend the attontivo perusal of the column adds “ are not poor, and are employed abciit the 
Inspecting containing “ the subs/mice of observations made land and my answer is, Small blame to them, 
Commissioner fay inspecting Commanders of the Coast Guard, it they have the land to look after. Another 
for 18 'ii and other registering officers.’' thinks the people aro “ naturally a lazy race, 

It may be’seen, not for the first time, that the and the only way they could bo encouraged to 
snn seems to have shone with great favour on our fish would bo “ to give them new boats and gear:’ 
eastern coast, whilo the south and west, oven the Another from the far west, Bolmullet, “ The cry 
north, have not participated in the advantages of of the fishermen is for assistance in money or 
a more prosperous season. From Lambay to the gear; but I am sorry to say there is a want of 
western boundary of the Waterford division, energy, which may arise from their failing to catch 
including the divisions of Howtli, Kingstown, fish, a had season, want of gear, or being badly 
Gorey, Wexford, and iVaterford, we aro cheered clothed or fed. One had season is almost ruin to 
by uniform .assurances of improvement in every these poor people; but, to their credit , it doesnot 
respect, with the best prospects of its continuance; turn them to dishonesty." 

while on the other sides of our island the dopres- Another gentleman so thoroughly desponds, 

Bion arising from scarcity of fish, traceable no owing chiefly to “ the scarcity of fish,” and winds 
doubt to a severe season," increased poverty, and up by stating that “lie knows of nothing that 
inability to procure boats and gear, an undi- would give vigour and prosperity to the fisheries." 
minisbed tendency to emigration, qualified by an One officer at Donaghadec states, “ The de- 
anxious preference for profitable occupation at pressed state of the fisheries is owing to want of 
■homo if it could be obtained, the most gratifying energy, together with the high scale of wages for 
feature which happily prevails through the length farm labourers. The officer is not aware of any- 
of our coast is the general and uniform absence thing that would give the fishermen more energy 
of crime, even where modes of fishing have been on this part of the coast so long as they can obtain 
introduced opposed to old prejudices ; no class £18 to £20 per annum, with their diet, as farm 
conflicts, no contention between trawlers and labourers.” 

line fishers, though in many places it is believed And long may they continue to get it. and have 
that unrestrained trawling is injurious ; the words the good sense to keep it in preference to the 
“peaceable and orderly” are with scarcely an precarious pursuit of fish, But another officer at 
exception applied to all the divisions. I have Seafield, on the coast of Clare, states. “ Poverty, 
heard of no instance of a fisherman having boon apathy, and a general feeling of insecurity as to 
found implicated in the wild and wicked projects the possession of their small holdings, operate 
of Fenianism. Take them as a class, and 1 boldly most injuriously, and it cannot be disguised that 
say that no class is more deserving of sympathy disaffection prevails amongst the coast population, 
for their distresses and aid to their industry. It is very difficult, under these circumstances, to 
Few can appreciate the risks, the perils, the un- suggest any means of improvement, though, doubt- 
certainty of the pursuit. Philosophers may less, if the fishery could be vigorously worked, it 
repudiate the idea of promoting any branch of would prove a source of emolument to hundreds." 
industry by national aid. The wise and far-seeing While 1 join most cordially in claiming credit 
ruler of France does not model his fishery laws for our poor fishermen for many qualities which 
according to the strict doctrines of political entitle them to respect and attention, I deeply 
economy! and we can sec the results to his pros- deplore that I am obliged to admit, that oven in 
perous country, furnishing, as it does, an example places where most prosperity prevailed the mon- 
to the world. But, again, I pray an attentive ster evil of the day had found its way, and pro- 
examination of the suggestions from thirty-eight duced habits of the most disgraceful intemperance, 
unpaid and intelligent, and in most cases expe- I am obliged especially to refer to the returns of 
rienced and educated gentlemen, in close and the gallant officer at the head of the Coast Guard 
constant contact with our coast population. Al- department in Ivinsale, a most intelligent and re- 
most as a body, they recommend as the indis- spectable gentleman — his great efficiency, clearly 
pensable means of regenerating our fisheries, evinced by his general returns, as well as by a 
which have been progressively sinking for the special report furnished by him more recently, 
last twenty years, loans, capital, money, to pur- which will he found in the Appendix. No. 10. 
chase gear. One gentleman tells us that at the This further communication, as well as Cmnman- 
eventful period of the famine, numbers having der Jones’s former reports, had induced me to 
lost their all, and having no resource, vanished pay three special visits to this locality ; and upon 
from the country, and have never been replaced ; one of those occasions — 29 th January, 1 — I 
their habitations have been pulled down ; there wrote on the spot a short report on the state of 
are no means of congregating, no houses to that place, most particularly interesting as the 
occupy, no boats to replace those that have rendezvous of the t'outli of Ireland Fishing Com- 
rotted.' Those gentlemen, for whose disinterested pany, as well as of the joint fleet which had for 
opinions I entertain the highest respect, as I some years congregated for the mackerel fishing, 
read their statements, make me blush for my own from Ilowtli, from Cornwall, and tho Isle of 
over-sensitiveness or fastidiousness in expressing Mail. To this report I now refer (seo Appendix), 
through my recent examination doubts of the Since then I have visited Kimsalo, and 1 rejoice j 
expediency of loans. The registering officers to have ascertained that things aro much better 
further say that accurate statistics cannot be pro- among the fishermen ; but here again would be ^ 
cured without the aid of authorized officers. Tho felt the benefit of constant supervision and moral f 
intelligent officer at Ivinsale states tho necessity management, if proper officers wore appointed y 
of “the appointment of such officers, lohose duty in conformity with the suggestions of the regifl- 
it would be to pass constantly from place to tering officers. | 

place, who could soon organize a proper statis- In our more than ordinarily extended Appendix 
tical system. One officer, for instance , shoxdd will be found much valuable and interesting 
take under his charge say from Waterford to matter. 

Bantry, and in that proportion.” J. Redmond Barry. 

Most of the officers seem hopeful, if proper 4 th June, 1868. 
means be supplied. One gentleman only states 
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District Letter 

Rctnrn of Fishery Establishment in the district 
of extending from to up to 

31st December, 1867. 

Total Number actually in existence, year ending 
31st December, 1867. 

First Class. 



Appendix No. 1. 

Queries sent *. the Coast-Guard Omar ta the answers to which the Sesisxre Returns ™ 
have been compiled. gffiSKL 

Guard 

8 . Does the practice of trawling or the use of tram- Officers- 

mel set nets exist in your district, and where ; and lias 
it been the subject of any contention with the line 
fishers or others ? And if you have formed any _ opinion 
on the subject of restraints upon those modes of ashing, 
be pleased to state them. , 

9 . What is your opinion in regard to the enects ot 
trawling on the general fishing interests, and state your 

reasons for such opinion. 

10. If trawling is practised, what are the tonnage 

and number of the boats so eugaged, what is the size of 
the mesh, and in what depth of water is the trawl usu- 
ally worked? , 

Is the number of trawlers greater or less than in the 
preceding year ? . , 

What arc the tonnage and number of boats employed 
in seine, trammel net, and line fishing? . , , , 

Is the fish captured by the trawl sold in the local 
markets or sent to distant places ? • 

Is the fish captured by the seine, trammel net, and 
line sold in the local markets or sent to distant places ? 

11. State the kinds of fish captured in your locality 
by the trawl, and the kinds captured by the seme, 
trammel net, and line, and the periods when each kind 
prevails and is taken in best condition. Also the 
periods when found in the worst condition. 

12 Do you know where, in what depths, and on 
what kind of bottom the fish are believed to deposit 

f 3 By what means do you tliink the most accurate 



V ossels. j T 


onnage. | 




Boys. 


1 1 


1 




Second Class. 


Boats. 


Men 


" l 




Boys. 









1 Wliafc appears to be the general condition of the t j ie q Ua ntities of the different kinds of fish taken, and 
li’mr establishment in your district compared with last thc disposal of it within your district ? 



1. What appears to he tue general the 

fishing establishment in your district compared with last the 
three years, as to boats, gear, &c. 1 1 

Is there any sign of improvement within the last year, 
and what are the present prospects ? 

Is there still a spirit of emigration prevailing, or 
would the fishermen, if fully employed remain at home ? 

2. Has the last year been more or less productive in 

the take of fisli, than the preceding, according to the 
general opinion, and talcing into consideration the several 
modes of capture l _ , , „ , . 

3. What is generally the state of the oyster fisheries 
in vour district ; are there any great natural banks upon 
your shores or in the estuaries; are they improving in 



quantities oi me uiuncui ... 

e disposal of it within your district ? 

14. Are there any suggestions or general observa- 
tions with which you may be disposed to favour the 
Commissioners, with reference to the improvement of 
the fisheries, or the better preservation of peace and 
good order ? 



Additional Queries. 

;up P , y r*s 

lately discovered ; have any steps been taken to st c . ; • tlie numbers in each district, it is 

the ground where licences have been granted by le empl y.^fthatfit s bould be ascertained, from local 
Commissioners for the establishment of F^atebcds wj amoimst the seafaring or shore population, what 
What is the general quality and price of the oysters, Xh the gfeat falling off is ascribed ; 

. f ”S™ M iK It , .Entity sold within tie 

7 ° A Have any curing establishments been formed s u ' rroundhl ^ d ' Jstrict or 

within your district, or any attempts made to cure the ^th fammg or to a PP y ^ tbeir od 

"fftifatt.iyaeataMe that the feeling..! tip 
pemons locally interested In tie fider.es, ae well a, of 



ir general 

ms of gaining a livelihood. 

. . . . . hQho „.. Also the class of boats, their condition and fitments 

;is»s^r r = 

frequent this year than the last? If there have been 

collisions, what is their cause, and what would you pro- ^ intere8ted in ~ 

nose to obviate them ? . f. r'„ OB t-Giiflrd officers, should be ascertained m regard 

6 . Are tlie general habits of tl.e fishermen in yo , . tlecanseof the depressed state oftlefisterios 

diet lot et prelent orderly and peaceable or otherwise to what » “ od France on the part of the 

and are the able-bodied men among them generally »d and in regard to what is re- 

^?h^“S’.f vessel, withinynnr district per- 1"» 

^ nmntfto^the population borderiog the shores. 
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Appendix, 

State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1SC8, pursuant to the 




No. 1. 
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5th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1867. 



2nd Class employed 
in 1867. 


Total employed 
in 1867. 


Increase since 
1866. 


D *°1866. ,ln0 * 


Substanco of Observations madoby Inspecting Commanders of 
Coast-Guards and other Registering Officers, up to the 
1st January, 1868. 


No. 


Vessels 


Men. 




Vessels. 


Men. 




V.-1. 




Buys 


Vessels 




Boys 


126 

204 

203 


443 

1,151 

890 


28 


350 

238 


1,072 

2,016 

1,095 


166 

12 


27 

36 


111 

7 


- 


5 


123 


37 


Thore is a decided, vast, and general improvement in both boats and 
gear. The old boats are rotting along the coast. Many are used as 
piggeries and fowl-houses. Many persons imagine that trawling destroys 
tho spawn. Harbour muoh required at Groystones and Dalkov. The 
difficulty to giro vigour and prosperity to tho fishermen istho want of 
money to enablo tho poorer class of fishermen to procure or repair boats 
and nots, &c. If money could be borrowed, or if Irish gontlemcn would 
invest capital In fishing plant, I think a groat improvement would take 
placo. Tho groat cost of railway oarriage for fish is also a groat discourage- 
ment. Tho gonoral condition of tho fishing ostabl ishm ent about the same 
as in precoding year, os relates to trawlers and line boats. Great Im- 
provement in herring boats and gear. Thore aro more boats, and more 
people making a living by fishing than formerly. Herring fishery 
is over, and cod fishing hardly commenced. Success in trawl fishing 
depends upon fine weather. No emigration amongst tishermon. 
There has boon a slight increase in tho take of trawl fish over previous 
year. Tho herring boats of tho district follow tho shoals of fish from 
Arklow to Ardglaas. Herring fishing fairly productive this year, 
although the takes havo not boon very great in Dublin Ray. No 
mackerel in Dublin Bay this year, and only a few outside. On tho 
wholo, last year having been exceptionally good, and this year 

fishery in district. Four private bods off Pigeon House, whore oysters 
are placed to fatten, or until required for market ; and aro sold at from 
4s. to 4s. 6rf. por hundred. No curing establishment or ioo-housos in 
district. The Now Fishery Company’s hosts Iwhieh sail from Dublin) 
cure their fish at Howtli, where a largo curing establishment has boon 
formed. No ooufliots or squabbling whatever j fishormen orderly and 
peaceable. One trawlor fined £3, with forfeiture of gear, for illegal 
fishing in Dublin Bay. When not fishing tho mon go into yachts : at 
Groystones they combine farming with fishing. Registry of vessels 
perfect Trawling carriod on outsido Dublin Bay, i.ft, a lino from Howth 
to thoMugglins : nocontention ; but ifthoy trawl inside this lino, fishers 
inform on them. The officer considers tho regulations very proper, and 
that trawling is not injurious. There sooma to bo an understanding that 
no trawling is to tako placo at night, where herring nets are down. It is 
probablethat trawling is injurious, hut we have no reliable knowledge on 
the subject Thore aroaboutfiftytmwlers, from thirty to forty tons. Sire 
of mosh from four to five inohesand threo inches in tho cod,workod in ton 
to fiftyfathom water. Trawlers about tho same in numberas last year. No 
trammel nets. All boats (oxccpt trawlers 1 employed ind ifforcntly in tho 
fishorios, about 200 in numbor, from one to five tons. Fish captured by 
toawl sold in Dublin market, and isnotto bo bought, even at Kingstown. 
Some fish being mostly salihon and trout, are sold in Dublin. Line fisli 
sold locally, whore boats belong to. Fish takon by trawl consist of skate, 
dog-fish, turbot, plaice, black and white solos, brit, gray gurnet, 
floundors, and occasionally whiting, hako, and a few oysters. Herring, 
maokoroi, and whiting by net ; salmon and trout by seine ; ood, hako, 
ray. red and gray gurnet, bream, conger, plaico, flounders, and haddock 
, at0 by lin(S - Mackerel and gray gnmet by reeling. 

Cod, haddock, and conger aro in best onndition from February till May ; 
herrings from June to November; maokoroi during August and Sep- 
tember. Fish are believed to spawn on sandy bottoms in from two to 
throe fathoms, but this app! ics to migratory fish, and trawl fiat fish, but 
do not know as to ood, congers, Sic. To proouro accuratostatistical infer- 
mation respecting fisheries it would be necessary to keep a registry, under 
a penalty, of tho amount of fish caught by each boat or vessel ; or, if pre- 
ferred, to deliver an account at the nearest coastguard station. This 
could oasily bo arranged with trawlers as they land their baskets at the 
coastguard stations of Kingstown, Rings, nd, or Howthand Skerries. Tho 
laws relating to trawling and horring fishing aro constantly broken. Tile 
only way to enforce them would be to have ona or two small Government 

steamHrsconstanUyomployoduponthatduty and nothing elso. Considers 

tlio laws relating to liorring fishing ought to be reconsidered. There 
should be harbours at Groystones and Dalkoy, which might be made at 
very little oicponae. Tho mon at Grcystonos aro vory energetic, praise- 
worthy, and respectable. If there was no regular registry in 1846 I 
should doubt that any such great disparity exUU. Have hoard fishermen 
doclare that the famine of 1846 so onfeeliled tho mon that thov could net 
fish, uud consequently boats and gear foil into decay ; that tlm spirit of 
tho people was broken by that calamitv. It is also stated that haddock 
fishing, which used to bo most profitable and abundant, almost ontirelv 
ceased in ’46. Fishermen now are fishermen only, and they catch fewer 
fish (each man), hut get a better price. cy eaten tewer 

Boats and gear of district greatly Improved. Signs of improvement; 
prospects good. No emigration. Takooffishahoutthosamcasprevions 
year, taking goneral average. Generally tlio stato of oyster fisheries 
good ; all natural bank, ; supply much tho same. Two new banks dl.! 
covered off Arklow. No private bods. Quality good— sold at 10i. nor 
barrel; about 20,000 barrels sold. Curing establishment at Arkiow- 
groater portion of fish oaptured sold in fresh state ; no ice-houses. No 
conflicts or collisions between fishermen , who aro orderly and peaceable 
Able-bodied men generally employed fishing. Registry of vessels 
perfeot. A few boats trawl during tlio close season for oyBtors. No 
trammel nets; no contention betwoon parties pursuing different modes 
of fishing. No suggestion to mako as to restraints upon presont modes 
of fishing. Trawling does not affect tho general &hl{.g Trawlers 
average ten in number, from seven to ten tons cadi ; size of 
mesh two inches, worked in from six to eight fathom water. Tho 
number of trawlers greater than in precoding vear: eighteen boats 
engaged in other modes of fishing, of from two to thro., tons FpS 
captured by trawl sold in local and Dublin markets ; that by soino 
trammel, 4re., inloool market. Turbot, solo, brit, and plaico takon by 
trawl; salmon trout by semo; ood by line. Codin best condiMonfrem 
October to January ; herring in October and November. Fish spawn 
in from five to eight fathom water: bottom not known. Statistical 
information only to bo obtained from fishermen, as quantities aro 
caught and sold to steamers and agewts at sea. The harbours are all bar 
harbours, and boats are ofton prevonted from going out in consoquonco 
also bad weather coming on. Coast dangerous. At Arklow fishing on 
the inoroaso, solo means of gainings livelihood : in other parts fishing 
and farming combined. Want of harbours tho only drawback. Boats 
and fitments good for the purposo of horring fishing and dredging 
No depression in tho fisheries of tills district. 6 6 

Boats and gear considerably improved. Very few fishormon have emi- 
grated from this district, all being fully employed. Last year not loss 
productive than preoeding. No improvement in the oyster banks. 
No now banks discovered. Steps takon to stock the grounds, for 


2 

3 



B 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





No. 1 — continued. 



FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND. 



11 



5th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1867 



tsyssi 


Total employed 
in 1867. 


""mo!’ 000 


Decre^sinoc 


Substanoo of Observations made by .Inspecting Commanders of 
Coast-Guards and other Registering Officers, up to the 


IS5* 


Men. 


Soya. 


Vessels. 






Vessels. 


Mon. 


Boys. 


v«n 


Men. 


'1 oys. 


303 

167 


1,107 

893 


24 

15 


338 

211 


1,240 

1,164 


38 

15 


5 


20 




« 


49 


9 


which licencoa hare boon granted. Quality, of oysters good— sold at 
10a. per barrel ; 6,000 barrels sold. No curing establishment or 
ico-houso in district. Fish sold fresh. Fishermen orderly and 
peaceable; able-bodied generally employed fishing. Registry pcrfoct 
trawling and trammel nets exist in this district; but havo cau*d no 
contention. No additional restraint necessary. Considor trawling is 
not injurious, ns the ground is not overworked. Trawling practised 
oy twelve boat3 of twenty tons each ; mo»h usual sizo. workod in 
five to nine fathom water. Trawlers inorcascd in numbor since pre- 
ceding year, twclvo boats of one and a-half tons each employed in 
seine fishing, and fifty of from two and a-half to five tons each in 
long line. Fait of tho fish captured sold in local market, and 
remainder sent to distant markets. Turbot, brit, sole, plaice, skato, and 
gurnet taken by trawl ; salmon, solo, herring, codling, gurncl, bass, and 
mackerel by seine ; cod, hake, bream, conger, pollock, bass, codling, 
gurnet, and whiting by lino; muilct, bass. See. by trammel. Cod, hake, 
herring, codling are in best condition in winter; gurnet pollock, bass, 
bream, Sio., in summer. Do not know at what depth or on what bottom 
the fish deposit their spawn. Statistical information relative to the 
fisheries could ho had by the appointment of a Government inspector. 
By tho oreotion of a fishery plot' in tho South Bav ot' Wexford, and 
the improvement of those at Kilmore and Pnldnff fCahorc), the 
fisliory interests wonld be greatly stimulated, a larger clans of heats 
would succooil thnso now in nso ; fishermen would not bo so anxious 
in returning to shore in uncertain weather ; more capital would he 
invosted, and tho neighbourhoods thereby greatly improved. No 
falling off in the number of fishermen. With the exception of Kilmore 
tho number of boats has increased, and are of an improved class. 
No vostiges of old boats. No record of better boats having been 
employed. Cannot from inquiry or from observation state tho cause 
of the depressed state of tho fisheries. Capital is required to giro 
them vigour and prosperity, and a person of energy to direct them. 

An improvement and increase in boats ; goar worn out, and unable to 
rnplaco it No improvement; present prospects dull. Fishermen 
not generally inclined to emigrate ; if employed would remain at homo 
Take of fish much tho same us preceding yoar. Ono oyster hank in 
district, on tho deolino. No hanks discovered. Tho liconac l boils of 
Lord Fortcscuo and Mr. Power have been stocked and doing well ; 
tho quality is very good ; oystors sold at 4s. to 5». per hundred. No 
curing ostablisliinonts or ieo-housos. Fish sold in fresh stato. No 
conflicts; fisliormcn most ordorly and pcacoablo ; able-bodied employed 
fishing when practicable. Registry perfect. Trawling practised at 
Fethard, Arthurstown, and Dunmore ; and at Tranu.ro where trammel 
nots are used. Is ot opinion that trawling is injurious, as it destroys 
spawn and immature fish. There are tbirty-fivo trawlers, from six to 
forty-two tons each, using a mesh from two. to six inches, working in 
from five to fifty fathom water. Ono trawler less limn last war ; 10C 
heats engaged in otlior modes of fishing ; sizos vary from one and a-liulf 
to five tons. Fish captured sold in local markets. Plaice, sulo, turbot, 
and brit taken by trawl ; mackerel, herring, and sprats by seino ; hake 
by trammel ; and cod, ling, and hako by lino. Flat fish best in spring ; 
worst in winter. Seine fish host in autumn, worst in winter 
Lino fish host in autumn and winter, worst in spring. Largo round 
fish are snppos-d to spawn in forty to fifty fathom water; fiat fish 
in shallow wator, and all on sandy bottom. Accurate statistical 
information could bo had by the appointment of an officer under tho 
Commissioners. No suggestions to mako for better preservation of 
good order. Formerly there woro two classes of fishermon on this 
coast, viz., tho bona fide fishormen, who, when tho year beramo had, 
were nnahlo to keep their boats and gear in repair, and had oitlier to 
sell them, or allow thorn to fall in piocos ; thoso who could omlgratod. 
Tho second class pursued farming in conjunction with fishin" the fish 
taken used for their own consmnntion. Tim present first-oh.su heals 
generally too small, and not properly fitted out for deep sci fishing. Tho 
second class boats in good condition, but it appears tile fish do not 
approach the shore. Several of tho old boats sold, others hauled U n 
and usolcss, others broken up. Causo of depression in the fisheries is 
want of capital to onablo owners to procure good boats ami gear for 
dropsen fishing. Tho^flieor suggests that largo companies be oncou- 

No improvement. Tho present condition of fishery fnr front prosperous 
Fishermen would umigrnto if they had means, but are in general tin! 
poor. Last year loss productivo-tboro scorns lo be a greater seareilv 
of fish. No ovstor fishery ; good natural banks at I)ungarv„„, but not 
worked. No new banks discovered. A licence has beon granted to Mr 
Dower, of Dungarvan, but no stops taken to stock the ground. No eurimr 
establishments or ico-houso, in district Fish sold in frosli state No 
conflicts; fishermon orderly and peaceable, who are generally cmplorcd 
fishing. To make red dry of vessels perfect, a pen-son whose Special 
duty it would bo to look alter it is required. Both trawling and 
trammel fishing exists between Holvick Head and Knoekadnon; No 
contention. No opinion to offer as to restraints upon thoso modes of 
fishing. Tonunge of trawlers vary from thirteen to sixteen tons in sizo 
of mesh four anil a-half inches from knot to knot, which are worked 
in from twolvo to fourteen fathom water. Number of trawlers same as 
preceding year. Sizo of vessels employed in othor modes of fishing 
from ono and a-half to fivo tons, of which there are 107. Where there 
is no railway tho fish captured is sold in looal markets. Tim fish taken 
in district consist of turbot, plaice, and solo by trawl; hako by tram- 
mel; herrings and sprats l.y seino : cod and iing by lino. 1- lat fish best 
insummor; other sorts best in winter : cannot tell at what depth fish 
deposit tlieir spawn. To obtain ncourato statistical information it 
wonld require tho observation of some ono avlioso duty it would bo to 
supervise this matter specially. Good order prevails among tho fi-!.- 
ing population ; the fishery will improve when the state of tho country 
encourages enterprise and capital. Tim falling off in tho shore 
lation is ascribed to emigration and want of capita). Twenty-five voars 
ago the fishing population seems to have been much the same as 

other employment; those in Iiookor3 to supply distant as well as home 
markets, and as a general moans of gaining a livelihood. The boats 
used are open four to night-oared. in fair condition, and only used for 
seino fishing and di ifting fer salmon. No vestiges of old boats— doeayod 

of capital chiefly, but unfortunately want of ouorgy and’ po”rMroranra 
also. 
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2nd Class omployod 


Total employed 


Increase since 


| Decroaso since 


Substance of Observations made by Inspecting Commanders of 
Coast-Guards and other Registering Officers, up to tbe 
1st January, 1868. 


No. 


p-H 


Boy. 


Vessels 




r— 


Men. 




v— 


Men. |bo T s 


187 

326 


641 

1,662 


22 

90 


204 

380 


728 

2,032 


22 

114 


- 


- 


15 

94 


58 

90 


280 

435 


- 


Pishing establishment greatly improved at Ballyoottin (the prinoipa 
fishing station), but decreasing at the other stations— take of fisl 
not sufficiently remunerative to enable men to keep boats and 
gear in repair. Spirit of emigration still prevails, but men would 
remain at home if fully employed. Take of fish same as preceding 
year. Oyster fisheries not very productive. Natural banks exist near 
Crosshaven, hast Ferry, and at Ballinacurren river. Two liocncos 
granted, ono at Rathcoursey, and the other at East Perry. Some of 
the oysters of vory good quality— price varies from 6s. to 8 j. por 
hundred. No curing establishments or ioo-houses in distriot. No 
conflicts ; pooplo of district generally very peaceable and orderly. Ablo- 
bodiod men employed as boatmen and farm labourers. Believes 
the registry of vessels perfect ; no suggestion to make. Trawl ing exists 
at all stations in distriot, oxcept at Ballyoroneen. Trammel net< are 
used at Ballyoottin : no contention between trawlers and line fisliere. 
Has formed no opinion as to restraints; no necossity for such. Genera! 
opinion is that trawling is injurious to fishing interests, as it destroys 
spawn by moving woods and sand whero spawn is deposited. Trawl- 
ing carried on by sixteen boats, from fifteen to twenty-five tons; size 
ot mosh from ono and a-half to two inches, worked in four to six fathom 
water in harbour, and ton to eighteen fathom outside. Number of 
trawlers same as last year. Fish captured by trawl sold in local 
market, that by soino, trammel, dec. local markets, and part sent to 
Cork Queenstown, Arc Sole, plaice, herrings, and sprats captured by 
trow! and soino : cod ling haddock, pollock, bream, whiting, and hake 
by line, fish captured by latter mode best in winter— that by former 
b “ t *n summor. Kwh deposit spawn In seven to twolvo fathom water 
about Ballyoottin, and twolvo to eighteen fathom off harbour mouth, 
generally on sandy bottom. Statistical information can bo obtained 
by means now in use, namely, sending mon from Coastguard Stations 
to evory fishing village, Ate., to make requisite inquiries. Suggests for 
improvement of fisheries that a place of safety for hookers, Ssc., at 
Ballyeottin much required, and is of opinion that if the existing pier 
was extondod, so as to make a small harbour, Ballyeottin would soon 
become ono of the first stations in Ireland. No suggestion to make as 
to better preservation of ncaco. as the men are not disposed to quarrel, 
fho fulling off in number of boys and men ia ascribed to various 
causes — om tgratiou , entry of boys and mon into Royal Navy and 
Merchant service (the guard-ship at Queenstown enters on an average 
250 boys a year). Scarcity of fish, attributable by ionic to tlio number of 
steamers constantly passing along coast, and want of money to keep 
boats and gear in order. Character of former fishing population said 
to bo peaceable and orderly. Fishing was generally pursued as a means 
of add ing to their other mode of sub.istcnoo, and not for supplying 
distant markets. Tho men in general worked at farming when not 
ongaged fishing. Yawls and wliato boats, four and six oared with trysail 
were used; they arc broken up or changed owners— no vestiges of them 
loft. Is of opinion that tlio depressed state of tho fisheries is attributable 
to causes already stated-scaroity offish some soasons, and want of 
moans to keep boats and gear in good order. If money were lent to 
fishermen to procure these requisites and places of safety provided, as 

SJSSt iSfiK&c* “ «• ™ *»’ 

greatly on the increase ; hako much bettor than for many y«ra| 
mackerel fishery bad, owing to scarcity of fish and heavy spring galoa 

gsia 

Ftahcrmon certainly poaccablc, but vory drunlion ; to this vioo the 

officer attributes tho non-sucocss of owners and men. Ono davT,.™,,! 

fishing makes all tho natives drunk for three, leaving Scotch and lilanx 
men the fishing. Registry of vessels perfect, lint woSld Zmmond t“ 
entire abolition of the second clnss of vosscls-of tlio 326 boats returned 
here, 200 have certainly not fished this year possibly tar “re or 

hods should bo prohibited, as it mult in time cause S trsnawn cTi' 
where. Trammel nets arc only objectionable across entrances to smril 
harbours. Trawling in the open sea, oxoeptou known banks, is not 
objectionable; much harm is done by constant disturbance of tho bottom 
by amateur fiahormon ill small harbours. Only two regular trawlorn 
“ U* 0 ' "E™* ‘ >f ^ty-fowtons, with four-inch mesh, which isworkod 
in from six to tan fathom water. 1 ho number of trawlers same as pro- 
coding year. There are about 1 00 vessels regularly omnloved In Ju 
modes of fishing Fish captured by trawl KffSfi ta 
by soino, trammel Are sent to Dublin, Cork, and Liverpool. Hmrings 
pilchard, mackerel, scad pollock sprat, and sand-eel captured by seine-' 
ling, cod, conger, gurnet, hako, haddock, bream, and whiting by )ino : 
cod and ling probably deposit thoir spawn in shoal water, on sand and 
shing o, as the greatest takes are launch places Most otirerdcscriptiTu 
spawn in^m'uddy-bo ttam^^harbou^and oriulwiM. 0 ^^* mo^t^cimrato 

^itUfr^s^ts^du^ raxt 

from place to place, who could soon arrange a proper statistical system. 

grievances, real or fanolcd, find out by constantly availing himself 
of opportunities of fishing with tho men, whether small takL offish 
in certain localities is caused by apathy of men oTabsonce of fish 
and he should through “papers” adviso the public accordingly re 
give an opportunity of embarking capita), Arc. Suoh officers fWuld 
always be travelling ; probably a well-found fishing hooker with office 
on board would ho tho host homo to provide for him. The officer 
questions if tlio disparity in tho present fishing establishment and 
that of 1846 is so groat as supposed : thinks it has boon, and to a 
minor extent still is too muoh tho oustom to class vessels as “ fishing ” 
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1st CIs 


1808. 


ed 


2nd Class omnloy od 
in 18011. 


Total employed 
in 1860. 


1st Class employed 








V ossols. 


Men. 


linjs. 


Vessels. 


Men. 






H r ™ h 


Mon. 


V 


8 


Skibboroon, 


From Hollyinchy Bridge 
to Three Castle Head. 


T. S. Gooch, Com- 
mander, lt.N. 


10 


52 


8 


59G 


2,G03 


372 


GOG 


2,(155 


380 


» 


81 


8 


9 


Bantry, ; 


From Three CastloHead 
to Shot Head. 


Robert G. Gibbon, 


5 


20 


- 


214 


S56 




219 


87 G 


- 


* 


1G 


* 
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2nd Class employed 



ons made by Inspecting Ci 
ether Registering Officers, 
1st January, 18G8. 






which are or 
tho fisheries, __ 
and so with tho 
left tho coast,"— believes th. 

i 1 

moot the morale of tho men. Tho fishermen 

to success. Drunkenness and laziness prevents 

of good takes, and want of energy prevents them following tho fish 

Strom". a.™ '•--u capital to embark in proper 

~ ' ty, and 

. — ... tho marvellous laziness of the inhabitants would 

have been broken up twenty years ago. Believes the effective fishing 
vessels are as numerous now as at any former period. Tho Coastguard 
officers say gonorall y that want of energy is tho main obstacle to success 
who always find fish whenever they have leisure to catch them ; but o 
different kinds from those most in favour among fishermon. Tho office 
has known fishermen to throw red mullet overboard in disgust at no 
catching hake. Considers something could bo dono by Govcrumen 
rewards, through such an officer as referred to above, “ To tho greates 
number of hours a boat was actually at sea in the year “ Tin 
greatest number of hako taken by one boat," kc. ; also by introducinf 
young and fresh blood from Scotland and tho Isle of Man* 

Pishing establishment of district declining; no sign of improvement 
within tho year; prospects bad. A spirit of emigration prevails. 

«i,?.T" wl ?o have no relations in 1,10 United States would probably 

03 3 rul °- aU jatend lenvi, 



would probably 
' ring this 

Last year mere productive hi RnoTsldng'than preenltagT ItMpre-' 
duetive by other modes Natural oyster banks exist off CrookhatC 
but aro not worked. No steps taken to stuck private beds Tin 
qua ity of the oysters Is good ; price this year about 7s. per hundred 
very small quantity sold. There is one curing establishment at 
Crookhavcn ; an attempt was made to establish one at Uni,,,. Hall in 
1 824, but tailed. Tlio fish aro salted in casks, but, as a rule thev are 
sold fresh. No ioc-houses in district. No confiicte ; tho rim ,h 0 ™ 

aro a remarkably quiet and inoffensive body of men • tlr • 

arc generally employed in fishing, but they also ciiitivai 
ings. Registration of vessels perfect ; cannot suggest a 



that trawling in shallow water destroys the; 
weed on which it is deposited " 



and they have 
, are of opinion 

a deposited ; others say tiiat”it elcu^flmhottom* 

— to food on the same plaeo again. Tho ODieion 

tho majority of tho people tho officer has nonsuited is, that trawlimr 
doesnotlnjnrothofishingintovests. Trawling practised by from ten to 
twelve Cork boats of from thirty to forty tons, using a tiiesli of from 
one and a half to three inches, working in from rixVon to f„cX 
fathom water, in Ross Bay, and in eight to ton fathom off Capo Clear 
Number of trawlers about the same is preceding year. Tho boius^n! 
gaged in seine, trammel, not, and line fi-hing vary from „no to three 
tons, but ail hoatson the coast aro occasionally employed. Pisli captured 
by trawl sent to Cork ; that taken by other modes sold In local mar- 
kets, Turbot, solo, plaice, hake, cod. conger, ling, and haddock taken 

worst in spring. Turbot, plaice, mackerel, mullet, pollock, scad,' 
herrings, and pilchard, best in summer; worst in winter. Fish deposit , 
then spawn in Ross Bay on sandy bottom at from ten to fifty fatlmm. 



to five fathom 



, -sharbot 

-“•s ». a seaweed called '• wool" by the fisherm, 
rtrtn statistical information rolativo to fisheries c 
officors of the Coastguard by frequent inquiries, and could form 
approximate idoa of tho quality and description of fish caught within 
the limit* " f ^ l a ‘ r ^ t ution.‘^aud^n raonthly register might he ko ' 



the Conn 



st that tlioy 

ho duty. As tho 

i, if fishing com; 

M ‘ d managed by men who“S( 



ho had bv tbt 
form ail 

t within 

b'Ptby 

established 
-’-a thorougl 

jss 



of tho falling-off in tho fishing may ho ascribed to^Mhon^ 
less state of poverty, and consequent wretched condition of boats and 
nots, and also tho steadily increasing emigration since tho famine 
The coast population boforo 1846 combined fishing with farming as 
now, but pursued tho former with more energy than the present men 
The fish wore sold only in tho immediate noighbonrho^ The same 






So" 



he prosperity of 
I direction, for 



.ployed, and indifferently found. Thooid 
ron » Tho depressed condition of the 
y and properly fonnd boats, nets, 
t that the fish have deserted tho 
they cannot follow them into doop 
iar, and a certain market, might 
5o P “ of'tlmm 7 must h ” c 
to States yearly grows 






men t in prospects. Spirit of emigration does not exist in this district • 
if the fishermen were employed they would not leave. Take or nil 

General habits of fi.sbormcn ordotly and poaceablo ; they fish in fino 
weather, and at other times aro employed at formwork. Registry of 
vessels perfect, but great difficulty experienced in getting owners to 
mark boats. Trawling and trammel nets used In district? No colli- 
sions. The officer is of opinion that trawling is not injurious to tho 
fishing interests. Trawling carried on by throe boats of thirty tons 
each. Sire ot mesh from ono to six inches, working in twenty to 
thirty fathom water. Nnmherof trawlorssamoaslastyoar j 204 boats 
ongaged in other modes of fishing, varying from two to eight tons each 
Tho choice fish caught by trawl sent to Dublin ; thoXVSST 2 



* See Special Report of Commander Jones, Appendix 7, page 46. 
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No 


oii District. 


Bouxdariks. 


Registering Officer. 


1st Class employod 
in 1866. 


2nd Class employed 
in 1806. 


To 


al ompln 
in 1866. 


— 


1st Class employed 
in 1867. 


— 


__ 








Vosscl 


• Mm - 


Boy 


. Vessel 


Mon. 


Boy 


. Vosse 


. Mon. 


Boj 


Vessel 


Men. 


Boy 




10 


Castletown 

Berehaven 


From Shot Head to 
Kenmare. 


II. Harper, S. Com 
mander, r.n. 




31 




511 


2,796 


- 


519 


2,827 


392 


6 


30 


6 




“ 


Kenmare, . 


From Kenmare to Inny 
Hirer. 


J. J. Boileau, 
Lieutenant, b.n. 


6 


16 


G 


80 


320 


80 


86 


338 


86 


4 


12 


11 




12 


I 

! 


From Enagh Bridge to 
Castlemaiue Bridge. 


J. K. White, 


- 


- 


- 


215 


960 


- 


215 


960 


- 




- 


- 




13 


)ingle, 


Blennerville Bridge to 
Castlemaiue Bar. 


• G. Stubbs, Com- 
mander, R.K. 


1G 


76 


6 


NO 


560 


- 


156 


636 


6 


16 


76 


6 
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~ [ 




,rtC £ 


“ jjmpl® 


- 




s omplo 
1866. 


ml 


Tota 


°1866.’ !< 




1st Class employed 










' r °“ oK 


Men. 




Vessels. 


Mon. 




Vessels. 


Mon. 




Vessels. 


»- 


1 iv.v 


18 


Clifden, . 


Prom Mason Island to 
Ruana Point. 


Louis Geneste, 


42 


122 


_ 


416 


1,932 


_ 


458 


2,054 


_ 


35 


110 




19 


Westport, . 


■From Ruana Point to 
Doobeg. 


W. C. Pyper, Mas- 
ter, B.N. 


19 


56 


- 


210 


624 


200 


229 


680 








5 


20 


Keele, 


Prom Doobeg, East, to 
Dooherna Head, West 


Prancis Taylor, 
Lieutenant, r.n. 








177 


710 


22 


177 


710 
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2nd Class employod 
in 1867. 


Total omployed 
in 1867. 


1 Inoreue_since 


1 DMr f““ sino ° 


Substance of Observations made by Inspecting Commandoes of 


h 


434 

207 

216 






V...., 


Men. 


Boys 


V.,., 


Mon. 


Boya 


Vessels 








1,137 

621 

880 


30 

30 


469 

226 

216 


1,247 

678 

880 


35 

30 


11 

39 


170 


8 


3 


807 

2 


65 


partially omployed, few fishermen doing more than fish occasionally to 

S3 

a s^hcre^aro^s'm " l ° t g l° nnoa a “ d tmw,erfl - Trawling doos no harm. 
Eight vessels employod taw“ing ofYrom thirty t? fiftyTvo WnTewfi 8 
mesh two and a half to five inches, worked in forty fathom water. Six 
m0 /^n Brs t" 1 J' Bar - About 132 hookers of seven to ten tons 

and 7,0 rorraghs half a ion oaoh omployed in seine and lino fishing. 
Fish captured by trawl sent to Dublin ; the othor fish disnosod ot in 
rod S TnTh°p d ' h AU fia f ‘is ‘ , frc 1 ui>nt tho ba J caught by trawl, viz., 
ood ling, hake, bream, haddock, mackerel, and all kinds of flat fish ; 
codling and sole tho chief kinds taken by line— lino fishing not carried 
on between January and Maroh. Cod and ling in best condition from 
Deoombor to May ; pollook and turbot from May to September ; hake 
from July to September. Tho officer is unable to state positively in 
what depth fish spawn, but thinks it is in shallow water a'nd on rodty 
or graveUy bottom. It is impossible to obtain correct statistical inform- 
ation relative to the fisheries in this division, as there 1s no regular 
market and the greater portion of tho fish captured is consumed by 
fishcrnion. Suggests that the poorer lishcrmou bo suppliod with lines 
at moderate pricoson credit. Two classcsof fishermen lire in this district, 
‘ ddaBh , " h0 d T nd ontircl >' “P0t> fishing for a living, and 
tho shore population who have small patches of land which they farm 
off in number, is nearly all in' too /o™ or 

fi^htg season ^vouffi^n^heso^pcop^H 0 * 1 ” g °T a " d SMr f h ° n0 bud 

wforeVT “l tp ° e '° r ff in h numSrs. r ° The 

hookers employed are well adaptod for the bay fisuing, lint not for deep 

b^hw'«!.orore7« ? » V0 , r i. att0 ' np , t ' . A fcw yuan “SO the Claddagh 
sULl there \ h6 ‘eme'ns °> rotting boats, few of which aro 

still prevails f fish wore as plentiful as formerly and tho fishermen 
Mly employed thoy would probably remain at homo. Take of fish last 

establishments or ice houses. No collisions; fishcrnion orderlv 
peaccaMo. Registry perfect. No trawling or trammel nets in district • 
markets^ 3 thIJ'vw.nsf.i'of ™i° i, fl “ hl 1 B * Fish captured sold in local 

all sold within district. The quantity taken is so small that i, ,.„„i r ,i 
not repay tho trouble. The great oauso of the falling'off in the fishery 
F„ * ;i a Tf principally ascribed to the fish having left tho coast 
Former fishermen were industrious and hard-working; generally 
farmed and fished, and supplied surrounding district Present class 
of boats good and well fittoi for fishing. Many of the old b™ts stUI 

SSSaSSS 8 * 

Fishing establishment declining. No improvement. Spirit of emigration 
prevalent; fishermen would remain at homo if employed Taft v ear 
cmTrion UC No m'wTvof. T thla P rc “ dlu *-. Oyster fishery in Vfalr 
boon restockod. No curing establishment n" kadiousi' ^FWierraon 

and lmg in best condition in tho spring months. Unable to Tv „h 
would bo best means of obtaining correct statistics respecting fisheries 
No suggestion to make for tho hotter preservation of good order. The 
officer is informod that tho present dopressod stato of the fishories 
ansos from wgnt of gear and clothing. The coast population formerly 
boats In poorTintUtioT * mmna of S ainin E » livelihood. Tho present 

Tho general eondition of the fishing establishment vorv bad • w». 

harvest, and return in November when fishing ifovor 7 tS. of fish 
this year very productive, chiefly owing to flno weathor Ovster 
. a ;° m°£ rery flourishing, there being largo quantities on tho bedfto 

astern fserried W ? U , *® d “ 4 * A P°™icious and ilfegll 

system carried on — that of taking hooker loads of smsll n 
whioh if not stopped will destroy the fishery. Quality Tory good-lsold 
at 3s. Id. per 100. Impossible to say wliat quantity sold 7 No mine 
cstab shment; fish sold in fresh state. Mr Hector has a curinf 
ostablishmunt for salmon at AchIU Sound, but no ioc-liousco. No 
oonfliots; fishermen orderly and peaceable, able-bodied men when not 
engaged farming are employed listing. Registry of vessels po"foct but 
«fflaw^?ra„HnTor "T t0 , b ° 10 mikB th ° Pboplu obs'erve 

fi m T -- g 0 l " ol . nets ! ,nt Practised in distrie; : no data 

to form an opinion on offeels of trawling. Fish takon by line generally 
consumed by fishormun. Salmon anil mackerel taken hi.«b» i!k.] 
condition in Juno and Julr. Cod, ling, coal fish and haddock In hn«t 
condition in January and February. Enable to sUto « wh„ d" mbs 
fish spawn. It is impossible to say how tho most arourato statis^ie. 
could bo liad in conscquonco of tlio irregular inannor in which fishing 
is prosecuted. The only way to improve tho fishorios is by supply nf 
ho fishermen wth proper boats and gear; and then it ta doAtffi if 

Iho y f T“v ld T *„*“■ Th s 0ff ia , “° rlbod »° emigration, 

tho fishormon who pnrsuod thoir fishing merely to add to their means 
of subsistence, not being able to earn a livelihood, and from their 
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j 


~ — r 


BOUNDAKIKS. l 




1st Class cnuiloyeil 
in 1SGG. 


Jml Cl ns 
in 


employe 

SOG. 


‘ 




npliiyi'i 




1st Class Ruuilovud 

luls«7. ' 






op District. 


V 


-* 


Mon. 


»■ 




Mou. 1 


.... 


r CSM'ls.l 


Min. |l 














21 


Bchnullet, . 


From Doona Head to 
Brandy Point. 


W.H.Neate, Com- 
mander, R.N. 


- 


- 




191 


008 


30 


191 


CG8 


30 


- 


- 


- 




22 


Killnln, . 


From Brandy Point, 
Broad Haven, to 
Lower Bridge of the 
Moy, Ballina. 


W. C. S. Sulivan, 
Lieutenant, k.n. 


2 


3 


1 


170 


748 


- 


181 


753 


1 


s 


• 






23 


Pullendiva, 


From Ballina Quay to 
Coney Island. 


G. Horwood, Mas- 
ter, B.N. 


- 


- 




75 


392 


2 


75 


398 


2 


- 


“ 






24 


Sligo, 


From Killaspullrogue 
Point, Co. Sligo, to 
St. John’s Abbey, Co. 
Donegal. 


IV. K. Shoveller, 
Captain, n.x, _ 


5 


17 


■_ 


103 


095 


21 


138 




712 





4 


13 


. 
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. peaceable. Registry of 1 



Formerly Hshingwas carried 
principally used; a better cl 
up-no vestiges. Probably: 



men m dittnet ; the little fishing carried 
“d in fine weather, and after tlioir day's 
"“SM- No groat natural oystor banks in 
us at Cullanmore; aboubthreo hogshoads 
m ; the quality is good and sell at Or. 6<f. 
ilishmonteorico houses; fish sold in fresh 
nco of disorderly conduct amongst people 
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oxtremo poverty wore tinablo to purchase goar. Tho boats emplovcd oi 
this part of coast aro of tho worst description, and their condition am 
fitments very bad. Many of tho old-boats rotten and worn out. Tin 

scarcity of fish ; but tho peoplo aro naturally a lar.y race, and tho onli 
way thoy could bo encouraged to fish would be to give them now boat 
and gear. 

_ Groat falling off in boats and gear. Good prospects of fish ; no chance 
of improvement in gear unless assisted by money. Many fishermen 
would romain at homo- if employod, although it would not influenc 
othors. Several families have returned to Blindharbour, our best fishiu 
station. This year not so productive in tako offish as procoding, owin 
to want of propor nets. Groat show of fish at times whioh would no 
mesh, caused it is said by unsuitablo goar. Groat quantities of oysters 
dredged in Blaoksod Bay and at Belmullet, whoro excellent breeding 
grounds exist. No now banks discovered. Licensed oyster-beds pro 
tectcd, but not stocked ; quality of oysters good— sold at from 7r. 6 
to as. 6 a. per barrel. No curing establishment ; fish sold plain salted 
orfrosb. Fishermen ordorly and peaceable. Registry of vessels perfect 
and the system good. No trawl or trammel nets in district ; consider 
trawling injurious in destroying small fry and should not be allowed 
Blaoksod or Broadbavon Bays, where so nrnnv small salmon rivers ontor 
Boats avorago two tons ; fish captured sold in local markets, and also 
taken in quantities salted to Ballina and othor distant placos. Cod 
haddock bream, conger, herrings, and mackerel aro tho kinds of fisl 
captured. Fish spawn in from thirty to fifty fathom water. For the 
improvement of tho fisheries tho officer recommends loans or gear be 
granted to tho fishermen on tho security of the landlords, to bo repaid 
in seven years, and if hemp wore supplied tlie families of tho fishers 
could make tho gear. Tho great falling off in tho tako of fish arises 
from various causes, such as emigration, bad harvests (rondoring them 
incapable of keeping up thelrgoarj, and improvidence. All farm more 
0t r ■ Lw °P lnlon 9i U ttor « has been anything like the quantity 
of fish off tho coast of late years that there was in 1840. Boat? mostly 
in use are corraghs, which aro cheap and light. The fishermen generally 
are unacquainted with the management of larger boats. No vestiges of 
the largo boats now romain. The cry of tile fishermen is for assistance 
which may arise from ttmir’firiiing to catch badmSsom want^f 

gear, or being badly clothed and fed. One bad season is almost ruin to 



change ‘heir crews. Registry as nearly perfect as tho means at disposi 
admit of, but tho number of mon employed Is vorv uncertain. 1 No 
trawling. From six to eight trammel nets fislied Kfilala Bay la 
summer; no contention with line fishers Fish captured sold in looal 
markets ; they consist of turbot, plaice, and bret takon bv trammel nets- 
cod. sole, flounders, whiting, conger, ind rough fish by lZ” no and 
spitiera. Cod fish in best condition in December; turbot and floundcra 
in August Unable to state atwh.t depths fish spawn ; statisUcai iXm 
ation oould bo had by tho appointment of a person to keen a atrinf 
supervision over fishermen, and compel them to report the mko and 
disposal of their fish. Thoro is less fish now than formerly - the old 
fishormon have diod off, and the prosont class aro chiefly omplovod in 
tillage, and are unablo-to keep their beats andgear in goJd "dcr: thu" 
it happens that when fish appear In any quantity off the coast, nothing 
is ready; tho crews aro hurriedly selected for boats- that have been 
beached for months, and thoy ars put off with- nothing in order for 
the occasion. Should thoy ho success fill in the- takeof’fishsoL to 
keep them at It for several days, it is often detrimental to tlieir em- 
ployers, who require their services it may he to savo tho harvest 
Formerly farming and fishing wore carried on in conjunction d s 2 
captured was sold locally. Boats now in use aro four-oared without 
sails, and can only fishmoar tho shore. When tlio RogistZwaloslZ 
lislicd every boat was includod, though many seldom* fished, and tho 
sarao boat registered under different names through chango of owner 
and tho applicant for fresh registry not giving tho coast-guard the noces- 
sary information, which it is frequently dilBoult to obtain. Fish not 
boing as abundantas formerly— no maokorol.and but fdw hoi-rings— has I 
made tlio pOoplolndiffcrcnt as to fishing, and boats and geararo noglecto? ! 
Under such circumstances it is difficult to say what would give vigour 
andpro^erity, bntfl.hermen who understand their work will bo re- | 

establishment, foralthougli there aro sovcral Sow bZaNhoyanof tho 
same class as tho old ones, ami as wretchedly found in goar of all kinds 

I sad drain might be stopped by moro profitable employment at-home 
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No. 


Name 


Boundaries. 


Registering Ollicor. 


1st Class employed 
iu I SCfi. 


SadC 


n"i8G«r 


ojrod 


To 


n laic. 






ass onip 
m 1867. 


ovod 


— 












Vessels 


Mon. 


Boy 


Vassals 


Mon. 


Boy 


VfiSfil'ls 


Mon. 


Boy 


Vessel 


! Mon. 








25 


ICillybegs, . 


From Donegal Bridge 
to Gweebarra Bar. 


Francis Osbnrn, 
Lieutenant, r.v. 


2 


6 


2 


303 


1,072 


860 


305 


1,078 


302 




34 








26 


Rutland, . 


From Gweebarra Bar to 
Bloody Foreland. 


Edward C. Ball, 
Lieutenant, b.n. 








110 


290 


70 


110 


290 

_ 


70 


- 


- 


- 
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B 


Era 






Substance of Observations mado by Inspecting Commandors of 


No. 






Boy*. 


Vessels 


Men. 


Buys. 


Vessels. 


Men. 


Beys 


Vessels 


Men. 


Boys 


1st January, 1868. 


365 

no 


1,634 

290 


344 

70 


no 


290 


344 

70 


G9 


590 




- 






18 


than fishermen enjoy at present. Fishery much loss productive then 
last year. The herrings visited this roast very late in the season, when 
tho weather was too stormy logo to sea— the fish taken in bad condition. 
I ho oyster fishery loss productive than last year. ThcCimnninor. as 
natural hod in Sligo Harbour, is again being dredged by all eotners; 
tho productiveness of this 'bod is enormous; two years ago it was 
thought to have been utterly swopt, yet last yoar a good many oysters 
wore got from it, and this season tho quantity is astonishing. It is a 
great pity this lino bed is not protected from unduo fishing. Identities 
of brood sold to stoek Oyster Island, Drumcliff Bay, and Lissadill bods, 
price from ls.to4s.6tf.por 100 ;250,OOOsoldfromLissadill, and 14,000 from 
Monoygoold. }fo curing establishment ; ono ice-house for salmon at 
Ballyslmnnon ; fish sold in fresh state. No conflicts ; fishermen orderly 
and peaceable, equally employed in farming. Registry perfect. Trawl- 
ing practised at Mullaghmore, and attempted at Hochley by Mr. Goro 
Jones, which appears to have failed; the men cannot or will not go in 
the vessel, nor permit skilled hands from Galway or elsewhere to do so, 
having threatened violence. Tho officer states that he would not permit 
trawling in harbours or estuaries.ns it causes groat destruction of spawn 
n such places, and on spawning grounds. Trowling carried on by four 
boats from serai to fifteen tons each, mesh four to eight inches, working 
m front five to sixteen fathom water. Tho numberof trawlers the same 
as last year ; 161 boats ciuployod in other modes of fishing, from two 
and a half to three tons. All fish captured sold fresh for local consump- 
tion, or inland markets; turbot, solo, plaice, and John Dory raptured 
by trawl; herring and mackerel, by seine ; codling, whiting, noUock, 
haddock, and bream by long lines and spillcrs. Solo, plaice, and turbot 
m boat condition from August to Novombor. Codling and haddock 
spawn on shelly bottom in thirty-two to thirty-six fathom water. Statis- 
tical information could be obtained by employing men to examine tho 
b ® aU r " t , un \ l "S { rom fishing. The officer suggests for tlio improvomont 
of tho fisheries (ho formation of small piers, however rude, at exposed 
fishing villages, to aflord sholtor and protection to boats ; also tho 
apnointmont of some loading men to diroot operations and preservo 
order, by establishing rulosand seeing them carried out. Such piors 
aro abimlutoly necessary on this coast; no effective fishery could bo 
maintained without them, 'iho falling off since 1 840 is laincntablo— 
not only have men and boats disappeared, but fish also; at that time 
trawling was not used on this coast, and it is assertod that it has des- 
troyed tho fishery, as proved by tho fact that sinco their introduction 
fish liavo annually decreased ; whore they were once plentiful tltcro are 
none now. At Hooliley one-third of the men live liv fishing ; in other 
parts of district partly aided by farming. Hucksters buy the fish fresh 
lor local and Inland markets. There aro contracts for supply of ovsters 
and lobsters for Dublin, Liverpool, and Glasgow. Tho now boats aro 
fine Greoncastle yawls, twenty to twenty-four feet keel, a groat im- 
provement on tho old boats ; tho gear as bad as over. No vestiges of 
the boats of 1816. Tho universal reply to Inquirlesus to what is wanted 
to give new vigour and prosperity to tho fishorios is, “If wo could got 
cans of money, repayable in two or three seasons, according to success, 
to buy the best herring and other nets, and tho best lines; to provide 

tho fish, into deep water, the fishery would support us all right well, and 
wo would repay tho money honestly, and give good security." It is a 
curious fact that since 1840 fish have gradually quitted this coast. The 
officer suggests that by-laws counteracting inveterate slovenly habits 
an d bad management of boats and gear should he enacted to goC ern tho 
fishermen; that leading men should bo made overseers, and their 
authority lie. supported by law : then by judicious grants of loans, 
hookers with all requisites should bo supplied. By degrees a deop sea 

fully employed. Last yoar about as productive in tho take of fish as 
preceding; no oyster fisheries In tho district. Thera Is a curing 
boh ft™ 00 V , tm generally cured by those ffiat 

catoli them. No conflicts; hslicriuon ordorly and peaceable. Registry 
perfect. Little or no trawling in this district ; the officer Isofrminlon 
that trawling does llttlo or no harm. Tho vessols employed in this 
district vary- from one to two tons each. Fisli ra .turod' ^'id ii loral 
markets; fish taken consist ot mackerel, srad, ood, lihg, whitinc liakn 
and bream. Fish spawn generally on rooky bottom. Tlio most accurate 
statistical infonuation relative to fisheries could be obtained through Urn 

ser,i,“"u™^° ftlrV° 7 iBration ' a '". d brtly t to thoffiffiV" 

on the bench ; others tluvt were deployed fishing aro now used™/ 1 

Littlo or no change in tho fishing establishment during tho rear Nor 
emigrate as formerly. As many of tho friends that did so hivo li/.? 

district No coring establishment; each man cures his own Loh" 
sters sent by steamer to Liverpool, hot owing to tho uncertainty of 
shipping thorn, not more thauono-four.il get safe to market ^ Thora 
aro ton ico-liouses for salmon. No complaints as to conflicts between 
parties pursuing different modes of fishing. Tlio mcn Wh orderiv 

and peaceable The majority aro lmldora of small ffirm,7and am 

consequently obliged to attend to the cultivation as well as fishing 
Tho officer suggests that tho registry of the districts should ho kept 
at Bnrton Port. No trawling; nu seines or trammel nets About 
1 1 0 boats engaged in line lisl.ing of about two tons each. Part of the 
fish captured sold in local market. Cod, ling, and haddock cantnrr.I 
by line in good condition in February, March', and April ^“iM 
in number of fishermen, owing to emigration. The boats usc<rare 
four-oared yawls, in good condition ; fitmonts very bad. Emigration 
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. State of tlie BMI5 ™ r ofFismss Vesseis on die Coast of burn to 1st Jammy, 1868, pursuant to & 

„„„ „ “"Ssaf-* w, Ss“ 

'• of UisTBiCT, BOUKDAIUES, ltcgistoiiug Oflienr. lu 18b7. 

_ ________ 1 Vessel J Men. IlSoys. VoMolJ Men. I Boys. Vessels.] Men. jlloys Vessels] Men. Iboja 



1 27 Slieephaven, From Bloody Foreland James B. Bryan, . 3 19 , w ... ... I 

to Fannet Point. ly 1 345 964 185 248 983 186 3 10 ] I 



28 The Swilly, From Fast side of Lee- C. Williamson, 
nan Bay to Hawke’s Lieutenant, r.n. 
Nest, and from Fan- 
net Lighthouse, West 
side, to Bamelton; I 



Came, . Inch Island, county Hon. E. 6 . L. 

Donegal, to Down Cochrane, Corn- 
Hill, county Derry. mander, b.n. 



265 1,200 150 I 280 1,240 151 



Ballycastle, From Ban Mouth, Francis Pee! 

north, to Cushenstad, Commander b.n’ 
south east. 



221 664 29 I 224 673 29 I 1 
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265 799 105 | 268 



94 392 40 I 102 418 47 I 63 235 37 



21S 1,250 10 | 232 1,295 14 | 



165 60 Fishery in a depressed state, oxccpt North-west of Ireland Fishing Com- 27 

piuiy improvements. No improvement as regards quantity of Salt 
taken. Fish appears scarcor. No emigration amongst fishermen, who 
have taken to farming and otkor pursuits. No oyster fisheries in tlio 
district. Fish captured sold in a fresh state, except wliat is cured l.y 
North-west ot Ireland Fishing Company, who have a miring establish- 
ment at Portiiableagh, and purchase locally from fishermen, indepen- 
dently of their own take. No conflicts or collisions. Piskormen orderly 
and peaceable ; only a few of the able-bodied generally emplovod fishing. 
Hcgistry of rosscls complete; no suggestion to make lor its improve- 
ment. Trawling to a small oxtont lor bait in Downey's Bay ; not the 
subject of contention. No cause for further restraint. Tim officer is 
of opinion that trawling does not interfere with the fishery interests. 

One trawl boat of twenty tonsoccasionally works, with a five-inch mesh, 
m throe to ton fathom water. Boats ongaged in other modesof fishing 
are skiffs, of two and a half tons each, and corraghs. Fish taken by 
N. W. I. h. Company sent to England ; the remainder of tlio fish sold in 
local markets. Flounder, sole, and turbot taken by trawl, and are in 
best condition in autnmn ; codling, haddock, and halibut by seine, and 
n best condition from November to March. Fish spawn on saudv 
bottom in from tlirco to five fathom water. Statistical information 
respecting the fisheries could bo had bytlic appointmentof trustworthy 
persons at Dunfanaghy and Downey’s Bay. The only suggestion the 
officer can make for tlio improvement of the fisheries is to provide 
better boats, as the men are so poor as to be unable to ropair their pre- 
sent ones, or rcplnco gear when lost. Fishing is carried on by tlio 
const population in conjunction with cultivating small plots of potatoes 
and flax land, bnt fishing is their general means of livelihood. The 
present boats aro quito unfit to fish off shore in deep water or on tho 
banks. Vestiges of old boats arc on the shore, quito useless. Suggests 
that a supply ol good bents and goar bo given to tlio fishermen, their 
cost to bo paid for by instalments; this would invigorate the men, who 
ore wretchedly poor and unablo to purchase gear alone. 

- Fishing establishment in about tho same condition as last year. Some 28 
indication of improvement. Emigration still continues to a great ex- 
tent. Labourers aro very scarce and wages high— Is. (id. per diem. 

Last year moro productive in tho tako of fish than tho preceding. 

Oyster fisheries in bail condition. The natural bed off Hatlinmllcn hi 
greatly fallen away. Tho oysters are small, lint good ; sold at about 
U. to 6s. por hundred. No idea of quantity disposed of. No curing 
or ico-houscs lit district. Fisli sold in fresh state. Fishermen verv 

B hlo ; most of tho able-bodied aro small farmersor farm labourers. 

ng and trammel nets exist in district. The general fishing in- 
terest is not in the least affected by trawling, which is carried on hv 
eight vessels from oight to twolvo tons oaeh ; mesh, two and a half 
inches from knot to knot, and worked in seven to twelve latliom 
water ; ninety-four boats employed in other modes of fishing, varying 
from ono to one and a half tons. Fish captured by trawl sent to dis- 
tant markets; the remainder disposed of in local markets. Plaice, 
sole, dabs, and turbot taken by trawl; honings, ling, and ail kinds of 
rough fisli by trammel nuts— in best condition from November to Jan- 
uary ; except honings, whioh ore boat from Juno to September. Fisli 
spawn all along coast on sandy and mud bottom covered with seaweed 
and sweet grass, at a doptli of about twelve feet. Tho quantity offish 
taken could ho had liest of tho fishermen if thov could ho induced to 
keep tally and give it cither to tho police or ooast-gnaid. Four-oared 
boats generally employed aro in had condition, hut only used at certain 
seasons. The fishermen arc nearly all small farmers, 

- 136 Boats and gear much tho ramo as last year; no improvement. Not so 29 

much emigration among fishermen this year as in previous ones • main- 
of them would remain at homo if they had profitable employment 
Cod hulling much more productive ; other fishing much tho ramo as in 
preceding year. Oyster fisheries pretty good, bnt from the number of 
fishermen employed the oyster beds can got no rest, aud aro being 
dredged out; they never get a chance of forming now bods from tl.c 
same causo. The demand for oysters being so great, selling at 6s. Grf 
per 112 , and an ordinary and general day’s work for a boat and four 
men is 130 oysters. No new banks discovered. Camlet state what 
quantity sold. There is a curing establishment at Movillo beloocmc 
to a London Company who during tho year formed an ico-honso. The S 
greater portion of the fish captured oxiiorted to England and Scotland S 
and a portion sold In local i markets A’o conflicts Fishermen 
and peaceable ; able-bodied jointly employed fishing and farming I I 
Registry of vessels perfect ; no alteration neoossary. Trawling exists I 1 
to a great .extent, and is the subject of much contention between those I 



d in it and the proprietors of tho Foyl 
on by twolvo boats, varying from ten to 
dies iVom knot to knot, worked in from t 



ibjoct of much contention between tlioso 
lotors of tho Foylo Fishery. Trawling 
rying from ton to eighteen tons; mesh, 
worked in from threo to eight fathom 
mo as in preceding year; boats engaged 
i ono and a half to two tons oaeh. No 
tlio district. Sole, plaice, and me are 



which are rented by soma member of their family, so that between 
fishing, farming, and going out as labourers they have a very good way 
of living. Fish must l.avo boon moro abundant in 1846 tbaiiat pro- 
sont. Wore the fisli to return in any quantity, there is ample moans 
lor taking them. Tho present class of heats and condition well 
adapted for fishing. Fow boats of 1846 remaining; they liavo been 
roplacod fiy better ones. Tho fish in all probability havo eaton all 
there is for thorn on this part of tho ooast, lmvo given it a rest, and 
when thoir feeding ground is again ready for them thoy will return 
There would be greater prosperity wore tho fish more abundant. 

General condition of fishing eslablishmont slightly improvod ; prospects 
fair. No emigration amongst fishormon. Last year moro productive 
in take of fisli than preceding ono. No oyster fishery in distriot ; no 
curing establishment. Fish sold in frosh stuto. No collisions ; fisher- 
men ordorly and peaocablo; tho able-bodied gonorally oinployod fish- 
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APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE 



Appendix,. 



Stats of the Bmumt of Imaw Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st Jauuary, 1S6S, pursuant to the 



No Name 

or District 


Boundaries. 


Bogistoring Officer. 


1st Class omploymi 
iu 18GG. 


2nd Class om 
in 18GG 


ployed 


To 


al omplo 
iu 18GG. 


ycd 


1st Class omployod 
in 18G7. 








|veaso 


s.| Mon 


|bo. 


■|Voasol 


. Mon 


Boy 


Vcsso 


. Mon. 


Boj 


Vcsso 


s. Mon 


Bo,., 


31 Carriclifergu 


. Prom Janny’s Bridge 
to Silverstream. 


Henry G. Belson, 


8 


28 


1 


212 


466 


67 


220 


494 


68 


10 


40 


- 


Donagbadee 


Prom Belfast to New- 
castle Quay. 


H. Fawkes, Com-; 
mander, b.n. 


65 


250 


20 


590 


1,090 


190 


655 


1,340 


210 


62 


SEE 


20 


Strangford, 


From Newcastle Quay 
to Sheepland Head. 


Villiam G. Doug- 
las, Lieutenant, 


Not 


Reg 




ng St a 


















Newca 3tle, 


From Sheepland Cove 
to River Boot. 


5. F. Lodder, Com- 
mander, R.N. 


18 


108 


7 


88 


307 


34 


106 


415 


51 


20 


139 


17 
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APPENDIX TO THE DEPORT OF THE 



Appendix, 



State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on tlio Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 186S, pursuant to 



x* ,,,E=U. 


Boundaries. 


Registering Officer. 


1st Class emplo 

iu 1800. 




IE 


| 1st Class employed 

| in 1807. 








Vessel 


. Men. 


Hoyn.jVrs5ul. 


. Men 


Boy 


. Vase 


s. Men 


Bnj 


jVesse 


Men 


llovs. 


35 Carlingforc 


From River Root t 
Ballagan Point. 


R. B. Graham 
Commander, k.n 




29 


3 290 


1,HC 


20 


295 


l,14u 


23 




42 


» 


36 Dundalk, . 


From Ballagan Point 
Maiden Tower. 


W. H. Neet, 


3 


19 


2 180 


691 


113 


183 


710 


115 


> 


17 


» 


37 Mnlahide, . 


From south side of 
Mouth of Boyne to 
Howth. 


John Hutchings, . 


80 


533 


80 42 


170 


20 


122 


703 


100 


» 


474 


79 


36 Howth, 

1 1 


From Howth to Whip 
of Water. 


H. D. Burney, 
Master, k.n. 


44 


292 


6 13 


52 


- 


57 


344 


36 


49 


317 


40 






247 6 


066 j558 


8,197 3 


413 2 


20 9 


444 1 3 


■> 47! ' 3 


84 


,076 




73 
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5th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing tie Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1S67. 





2nd Class emplo 
in 1867. 


cd Total employed 


Inoroaso sinco 
1S6S. 


Decrease sinco 
1866. 


Substance of Observations mado by Inspecting Commandors of 




■■ “'*■ 


oys. Vessel 


J Mon. B 


ys. Vesso 


. Mon 


Bn, 


Vessel 


Mon. 


1st January, 1868. l “ a " JNO. 


286 

215 

35 

13 


1,040 

137 

50 


6 294 

9 218 

112 

62 


1,082 

705 

611 10 
367 40 


8 

1 35 

5 


23 


4 

97 


1 

10 


5 

92 


Ootober to March. Round fish spawn on hard ground in from twenty 
fathom water. Flat fish close in land on sandy bottom. 
Whalo boats are those now in use ; in good condition and tit for Soiling 
in the bay. If tho fishormon had a larger class of boats, they could 
then proceed to the outlying adjacont fishing ground. 

15 Fishing establishment rather on tho decrease ; not any sign of improve- 35 
ment. Last year about as productive in take of fish as preceding. 
Oyster fishery declining. Mo now banks discovered. Several private 
tt*™ b ¥ ?5 00k ' ! f °*?? 8ra 7' r ! S° od : from Sr. to 6r. per 

hundred. No idoa of quantity sold duriog tho year. No ouring estab- 
lishments or icc-houses in tho district. No conflict. Fishormon 
ordeny and vory peaceable ; tho able-bodied partly engaged fishing and 
partly forming. Registry of vessels perfect. No trawling or trammel 

w,so there will not he an oyster in tho L?ugh of any valne .Tho boats 
gonerolly very good, but fitments as a ruto not so. The falling-off in 
M abundant as formerly^ Qacr ’ b<,d *° ^ l0 fr*t that tho fish are not now 

“ »srii.s.K h ,l Ti£?t 36 

re: ssr ass .m? 

SKjK FTat'SLl-on by 

23=3^-^£s£»3 

SeSty "tf?" 11,0 inpr °-” od St *“ oJZ'&tiJiJt 

ton. Take of fish less prodoctivo lasAear lhau\ho procwlfog. 3 ' 

No confiicts; fishermen very orderly and pcacoablo Rueistrv of 
vessols porfeet. Trawling practised at Ralbriggan, bnt'no oon c ,don f 
Tliere aro fourteen trawl vessols at Bal briggan of twcntv?fi™ ton? ™ h 
— uso a four-inch mosh, worked in seven to twenty fathom water • one 
boat engaged in lino fishing. Fish captured sent to Dublin So!,’, 

FUhtas establishment much 38 

Mera k P ™P c8t8 fair. No emigration. 

■ J 0 .,,. 0 } 0 ? ™9 uircd ' A . «*T *««•* ‘Mlure in tho herring fishorv 
with tho Irish boats ; not so with Manx and Scotch. Ono lionnanrl 
bod in distil ct, which is being stooked. Tho West Pier at Holvth lias 

iTh S J0C F- f h rm °C bUt °“°p u ™ ai “ °tbo n herrtog fish^ "xho 

rzrti sas* fi-s 

much improved; all the able-bodied omployed fishing MoffiT of 

registering vorygood; it would bo room convoniontif romeredto Howth 

No trawling — a mode of fishing tho officer believes to ho vervininX™; 
matnro°fi»h T«°eo" hT’ Ti ll . < ’ structi I 0 10 a »«T Peat quantity of im- 

of fish token in this district by lines. From tho confliotlnVonin Ztl 
on tho subjeot the officer is unablo to state where or at what doirtli fish 
deposit their spawn. Accurate information could Mmys L obtoinS 

sssr^fSEs^^.'Bfs^fes^ 

iisatrisiKAfl 

**• T J>? falling-off In the fishing population Is owing to tho fonfffie of 
1846, which caused many to omigrato. Fishing is the only 2 «?„ 
pooplc have of obtaining a livelihood in this district At present tl o 
general class of boats aro from eighteen to twenty tons 
condition, and generally well formed. Three of tho old dass of boats 
roma n, which are employed long lino fishing in the winter monthj! 

Want of moans is ono of tho chief cousob of tho decline of tho 
and tho low price given for fish whon brought into harbour 




,256 3 


1,866 |2006 


9,332 3 


,866 j2579 


541 


,565 


581 j 


,098 984 




Gross 

Gross 


Increase, 
Decrease, . 


541 


,565 


97 | 

- J 581 


,098 J 984 




Net Decrease, . 


. j 40 | 1,533 | 687 
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By-Laws, 
Orders,' &c. 



Appendix, No. 2. 

Abstract of By-Laws, Orders, &c., made by the Commissioners of Fisheries in Ireland 
to 31st December, 1866. 



I Galway Bay, . 

J (22nd March. 1RJ3, 
1 and 9tU Jan. ,1054.) 



Dingle Bay, . 

(2nd March, If , 
and 28th Jam, 11SG2.) 



W aterford Harbour 
(2nd March, 1852. , 
and 18th June, 18fl0.)| 
Wexford Coast, 

(20th April, 1819.) 



Estuary of Kenmare 
(10th Nov,,’lOG5.) 



Nature of By-Law. 



TRAWLING. 

Prohibiting Trawling inside lines drawn from the 
Bailey Light-houso at Howth, to the Easter- 
most point of the rocks called the “Mugglius 
thence by a straight line to tho Southern poi 
of Dalkcy Island ; thence by a straight line acre™ 
Dalkey Sound, in the direction of the signal 
station on Killiney Hill. 

Prohibiting Trawling within a line drawn from 
the Nose of Howth, to the Eastern point of St. 
Patrick's Island (Skerries); thence to Cloglier 
Head ; thence to Dnnany Point; tlienco to Cran- 
field Point, in the County Down. 

Prohibiting Trawling from Hellyhunter Rock, 
off Craulield Point, to St. John’s Point, both 
in the County Down. 

ProhibitingTrawling within astraightlinc drawn 
from tho Castle of Carrickfergns, to Iiockport, 
in the County Antrim, altogether from 1st De- 
cember to 1st April, and die use of Nets of less 
mesh than one and three-quarter inches from 
knot to knot (except Draft Nets for Herrings). 

Prohibiting Trawling within a line from Knoek- 
alla Battery oil the West side, to Liusfort Church 
on the East side of tho Lougli. 

Prohibiting Trnwling within a straight line from 
tlie Biau Rock, to a place called Doorin Point- 
and from a place called tlio Blind ltock, to tho 
N orthern point of tho Town land of Rossnowlngli, 
Lower; and from tiience to Kihlonoy Point ; and 
from thonco to a place called Pointinchos 

Prohibiting Trawling within a lino from Barna 
Pier to Gleninagh Custlo. Also when lar -c 
shoals of Herrings shall have set in in tho Bay, 
and while Boats are engaged in Drifting for 
Herrings or Mackerel, and when Boats shall 
commence Fishing for Herrings or Mackerel, 
that Trawl Boots shall keep at a distance of 
throe miles from them. 



Repealing By-Law prohibiting Trawling. 
Prohibiting Trawling -within a straight line from 
Crowdy Point to Carrigskyo Rock ; aud from 
thence to Roonavanny Point, on tho North 
Shore of Wliiddy Island. 

Prohibiting Trawling between sunset aud 



that part of tho Harbour of Glandore lying to 
the northward of n straight line from the Tele- 
graph or Signal Tower at “ Foilnasbark,” or 
“ Filenashawk," on the north-eastern point of 
the entrance to the Harbour, aud Sheela Point, 
on the western shove. 

Prohibiting Trawling by Boats exceeding five 
tons measurement, within a lino drawn from 
Creden Head to Temple Church. 

Prohibiting Trnwling in all places where there 
are Boats engaged in Herring or Mackerel 
Drift Net Fishing ; and that Trawl Boatssliaii 
keep at a distance of at least three miles from 
all boats fishing for Herrings or Mackerel, 
with Drift Nets. And whenever Herring or 
Mackerel Boats shall commence Drift Net 
Fishing in any place, on or off tho Coast of 
Wexford, the Trawl Boats shall depart there- 
from , and keep at least three milos distant from 
the Drift Net Herring or Mackerel Boats. 
Prohibiting Trawling within the Estuary of the 
Kenmare River, in the County of Kerry, and 
eastward or inward of a line drawn from Her- 
ring Rocks on the north to Feorus Point on 
the south, from the hour of Three o’Clock in 
the Afternoon of any one day to tho hour of 
Nine o’clock in the Morning of the day next 
following, during tho months of October, No- 
vember, Decomber, January, February, and j 
March, in any year (being the periods within 
which the use of Trammel and other Moored 
Nets for the capture of Sea Fish within the 
Estuary of the Kenmare River has been duly 1 
authorized and permitted); and from tho hour 
of Five o'Clock in tho Afternoon of any one 
day to the hour of Seven o’Clock in the 
Morning of tho day next following, during the 
months of April, May, June, July, August, 
and September, m any year (being tlie further 



periods within which tho use of Trammel and 
other Moored Nets for ilie capture of Sea Fish 
within tho Estuary of tlie Kcniintru River ha 
been duly authorized and permitted.) 



TRAMMEL NETS. 

WS31R5X-3S 

sfttafaasa.vas 

mmm 



River Slancy, Co. 
Wexford, 

(25th March, 1054, 

anditli March, 1862.) 



River Lee, Co. of tho 
City of Cork, 

(7th Jan., 1863.) 




Prohibiting t'.iu use a 
to the North-cast t.. „ ..... .... 
Mouth of the Bunhtgliy ltm 



Prohibiting, during the Close Season for Salmon, 
tho use of Nets of any ^ kind whatsoever, be- 



between K^ySgBriilge tmd the" Tow ' 



Prohibiting, during tlie Close Season for S: 
the use of Draught Nets, or anv other .... 
Nets used as a Draught Net. having a foot-rope 
and leads or weights alii xed thereto, within tie 



Leo, situate between Patrick’* Bridge, in the 
City of Cork, and a line drawn across tlie said 
River Lee, from llluckrock Casrie, on the South, 

ic North. 



Dunkottle, o 

Prohibiting tit 



dal part of tho river 
fiver, in tlie County o 
i tlie junction of the ( 
r with tlie said Argidc 
if Timoieague, nil in i 
vision of East Curlier 



Blind Rive 
tho Bridge 
the East 1) 
of Cork. 

Prohibiting Net Fishing in that part of tho River I 
Shannon between Wellesley Bridge and the 
Railway Bridge, between 1st June and i2th 
February. 

First. — Prohibiting, between tho 20tli day of] 
July and 1st day of November in each year, 
tlie use of Draught Nets, or any other Net or 
Nets used as a I Iraugiit N et, having a foot-rope 
and leads nr weights ullixcd thereto, within tlie 
following limits, viz. ill that pin t of tiio River 
Shannon situato between the Fishing Weir 
known as tho Lax Weir, and a lii 
North and South across tho said River Shan-! 
non at the Western extremity ofGraigue Island. ; 

Second. — Prohibiting Draught Nets for tho cap- 
ture of Fish of any kind, 'of a mesh loss than 
one and three-quarter incites from knot to knot, 
to be measured along the side of tho square, or 
seven inches, to lie measured all round each 
such mesh, such measurements being taken in 
the clear when the Net is wet, in the tidal 
parts of tho River Shannon, or in the tidal 
parts of any of the Rivers flowing into the said 
River Shannon. 
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Abstract of Bi-Laws, Orders, Sic., made by the Commissioners or Fisheries in Ireland, iterator 
to 31st December, 1866. oSerTac. 



* Plaoc affooted by 

and Data thereof 


Nature of By-Law. 


Place affected by 
and Date thoroof 


N..,„ 


Lough Roe, River 

(27th August, 1858. 
CastlemaTne Estuarj 
(27th Oct., 1858.) 

Lough Neagh, 

(22nd April, 1846 
aud24th Feb., 1860. 

Galway River, Loug 

Corrib, &c., 

(24th July, 1846.) 

Clare and Clare-Gal- 
way or Turlough- 
more Rivers, Co. 
Galway, 

(•22nd Dec., 1862.) 

Teelin Estuary, 
(24th Feb., I860.) 

ICenmare River 
Estuary, 

(3 let Dec., 1864.) 

Coasts of Wicltlow 
and Wexford, 
(22nd April, 1846.) 

Wexford Coast. 

(8th April, 1862.) 

South-east Coast of 
Ireland, from 

Wicklow Head to 
Carnsore Point, 

(1 1th April, 1865.) 


Permitting the use of Nets in Lough Roe, having 
a mesh of five inches in the round measured 
when the Net is wet. 

Prohibiting, during the Salmon Close Season 
the use of Draft Nets having a foot rope and 
leads or weights affixed thereto, in the Estuary 
of Castlemaine inside the Bar of Inch. 3 

Permitting Pollon to be taken by Trammel or 
Set Nets composed of Thread or Yarn of a fine 
texture, not less than ten hanks to the pound 
weight, doubled and twisted with a mesh of not 
less than one inch from knot to knot, from the 
1st of March to the 29th September. 
Prohibiting the use of the Instrumeu t, oommonlv 
called Strokehaul or Snatch, or anv other such 
instrument, in River Guhvay, Loughs Corrib 
or Mask, or their Tributaries: h 

Prohibiting the use of Nets of any kind whatso- 
ever in any part of tlio Rivers known as the 
Clare and the Clare-Galway or Turloughmore 
Rivers, in the County of Galway, above the 
junction of the said Rivers with Lough Corrib, 
m the County of Galway. 

Prohibiting the use of Nets for the capture of 
I ish of any kind, with meshes of less than one 
;r ch ^ rom Knot to knot (to be measured along 
tho side of the square, or four inches to be 
measured all round each such mosh, such mea- 
surements being token in the clear when tho Net 
is wet), on that part of the coast of tho County 
of Donegal inside, or to the North-east and 
North of lines drawn from Rossna Point to 
Teelin Head, and from Teelin Head to C.irri- 
gan Head, and from Carrigan Head to Muek- 
ross Point, all in the Barony of Buanagli, and 
County of Donegal. 

Within the Estuary of the Kenmare River, in 
the County of Kerry, and eastward of a line 
drawn from the western point of Lamb's Head 
to tho western point of Cod’s Head, the use of 
Trammel and other Moored Nets for the cap- 
ture of Sea hull is authorized and permitted, 
from the hour of Three o'Clock in the After- 
,° . an 7 ono da 7 t0 &e hour of Nine 
o Clock in the Morning of the day next follow- 
ing, during the months of October, November 
December, January, February, and March, ill 
each year ; and from the hour of Five o’Clock 
in the Afternoon of any one day to the hour of 
Seven o'Clock in the Morning of the day fol- 
lowing, during the months of April, May, June, 
J uly, August, and September. 

OYSTERS. 

Permitting, during the month of May, the Dredg- 
ing for Oysters from any of the ‘Public Beds 
below level of lowest water of Spring Tides, on 
that part of the Coast between Wicklow Head 
and Raven Point, north of Wexford Harbour, 

Beds or Layings, the exclusive property of any 
person, but for no oilier purpose uhatever. 
First.— All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters off the said Wexford Coast, 
south of Raven Point, shall cull all such Oysters 
as may be taken or caught; and shall not re- 
move from any Fishing Ground or Oyster Bed 
any Oyster of less dimensions than three inches, 
at the greatest diameter thereof, and shall im- 
mediately throw hack into tho Sea all Oysters 
of less dimensions than aforesaid, as well as all 
gravel and fragments of shells as shall he raised 
or taken while engaged in such fishing : and no 
person shall take from any Oyster Bed, Rock, 
Strand, orSliore.offsaid Wexford Coast,south of 
Raven Point, any Oyster of less dimensions than 
three inches, at the greatest diameter thereof; 
and any person offending in any respect against 
this By-Law, Rule, or Regulation shall, for each 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds. 
Second.— All persons are hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed, or 
Oyster Fishing Ground off the said Wexford 
Cowt, the ballast of any boat, or any other 
matter or thing injurious or detrimental to the 
Oyster Fishery; and all persons acting contrary 
hereto shall, for each offence, forfeit and pay 
a sum of Two Pounds. 

That the Close Time, during which it shall not be 
lawful to dredge for, take, catch, or destroy 
any Oysters or Oyster brood, on or off the 
south-east coast of Ireland, between Wicklow 
Head and Carnsore Point, shall be between the 
30th April and the 1st October in each year. 


Cork Harbour, 
(28th Oct., 1853.) 

Tralee Bay, . . . 
(28th Sept., 1860.) 

Acliill Sound, Clew 
Bay, St Blacksod 

(15tkDec., 1860.) 


First. — That between the 1st May and 1st Sep- 
tember, no boat shall have on hoard any dredge 
or other implement for taking Oysters. 
Second.— Every fisherman shall, on the fishing 
ground, cull all Oysters, and shall not remove 
any Oyster of less dimensions than two and 
a-half inches at tho greatest diameter thereof; 
and shall throw back into the Sea all gravel 
and fragments of shells as he shall raise while 
engaged in such fishing. 

Third. — All persons are prohibited from throwing 
into the Sea, on anv Oyster Bed or Oyster 
' ishing Ground, the ballast of any boat, or any 

Fisher™ 0,11 ” ” thing in j urious t0 0,8 °- vster 
F ? urt, l- — No person shall, between Sunset and 
Sunrise, dredge for, take, or catch any Oysters 
within the Harbour of Cork. 

Firrt.-TJmt between the 1st day of April and 
the 1st day of November in any year, being tho 
Close Season for Oysters in the sa'id Bav of Tra- 
lee, no boat, in the said Bay of Tralee, shall have 
on hoard any dredge or other implement for the 
taking of Oysters; and if, between the periods 
aforesaid, there shall be on board anv boat any 
sueli dredge or other implement for the taking 
of Oysters, the master or owner of such boat 
shall, for each such offence, forfeit and pay a 
sum of Five Pounds. 1 3 

Second.— All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters in said Bay of Tralee, shall cull 
aU such Oysters as may be taken or caught; 
and shall not remove from any fishing ground 
or Oj'ster Bed any Oj-ster of less dimensions 
than two inches and one-half, at the greatest 
diameter thereof, and shall immediately throw 
back into the Sea all Oysters of less dimensions 
than aforesaid, as well as all gravel and frag- 
ments of shells as shall be raised or taken while 
engaged in such fishing; and no person shall 
take from any rock, strand, or shore of said 
Bay of Tralee, any Oyster of less dimensions 
than two inches and one-half, at the greatest 
diameter thereof; and any person offending in 
any respect against this By-Law. Rule, or 
Regulation shall, for each offence, forfeit and 
pay a sum of Two Pounds. 

Third.— All persons are hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed or 
Oyster Fishing Ground in the said Bay ofi’ra- 
lee, the ballast of any boat, or any other matter 
or thing injurious or detrimental to the Oyster 
Fishery; aud all persons acting contrary hereto 
shall, for each offence, forfeit and pay a sum 

of Two Pounds. * 3 

First.-That between tl.o 1st day of April and 
the 1st day of October in any year, being the 
Close Season for Oysters m said Clow Bay, 
Aclnll Sound, and Blacksod Bav, no boat in 
the said Clew Bay, Achill Sound, and Black- 
sod Bay, shall have on hoard any dredge or 
other implement for the taking of Oysters ; and 
if, between the periods aforesaid, there shall bo 
on hoard any boat any such dredge or other 
implement fur the tnkiug of Oysters, the mas- 
ter or owner of such boat shall for each such 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Five Pounds 
Second.— AU persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oystors in said Clew Bay, Acliill. Sound, 
aud Blacksod Bay, shall cull all such Oysters 
as may be taken or caught; and shall not re- 
move from any Fishing Ground or Oyster Bed 
any Oyster of less dimensions than two inches 
and one-half, at the greatest diameter thereof, 
and shaU immediately throw back into the Sea 
all Oysters of loss dimensions than aforesaid, 
as well ns all gravel and fragments of shells as 
shall be raised or taken while engaged in such 
fishing; and no person shall take from any 
rock, strand, bed, or shore of said Clew Bav 
Achili Souud, and Blacksod Bay, any Oystel 
of less dimensions than two inches and one- 
half, at the greatest diameter thereof; and nny 
person offending in any respect against this 
B I‘ Law I Bule > or Regulation shall, for each 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds. 
Third.— AU persons are hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed, or 
Oyster Fishing Ground in said Clew Bay, 
Aclnll Sound, and Blacksod Bay, tho ballast of 
any boat, or any othermatter or thing injurious 
or detrimental to tho Oyster Fishery- and all 
persons acting contrary hereto shall, for each 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds. 
Fourth.— No person shall, between sunset and 
sunrise, dredge for, take, or catch, any Oysters 
within said Clew Bay, Achill Sound, and 



E 
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Appendix, No. 2 — continued . 



Abstract o 
By-Laws, 
Orders, &c. 



Abstract of By-Laws, Orders, &c., made by the Commissioners of Fisheries in Ireland 
to 31st December, 1866. 



l’lao aflbctod by 
By-Law, 
and Date tlioroof. 


Nature of By-Law. 


Place affected by 
anil Date thereof. 


Nature of By-Law. 


Clew Bay, County 
(1st Apr?l° 1865.) 

Carlingford Lough, 
(17th April, 1860.) 


Blacksod Bay; and every person anting con- 
trary hereto shall, for each offence, forfeit aud 
pay a sum of Five Pounds. 

That, for tlio solo purpose of replenishing and 
supplying licensed Oyster beds and other Oyster 
beds, the exclusive property of any porson or 
persons within Clew Bay alone, in the County 
of Mayo, and for no other purposo whatever, 
it may be lawful for any person to dredge lor 
aud take Oysters from any natural public bed 
in the said Clew Bay lying below tlio level of 
the lowest water of spring tides, between the 
1st and 15th April and the 20th June and 1st 
October in each year, such periods being re- 
spectively included within the Close Time at 
present fixed for the Oyster fisheries within 
the said Clew Bay : Provided always, that if 
nny Oysters dredged or taken during sucli part 
of the Close Season shall he brought to shore, 
or sold or offered for sale, or he found in the 
possession of any person on land, or he used 
lor any other purpose than the replenishing or 
supplying any such artificial or other bed as 
aforesaid, every person so offending shall forfeit 
all such Oysters, and he subject and liable to 
the same penalties and forfeitures as by said 
first-recited Act (5 and 6 Vic.) prescribed in 
cases of offences against the provisions of the 
said first-recitod Act lor the observance of the 
Close Season in respect of Oysters. 

First. — That between the 1st day of Mareliand 
1st day of November in any year, it shall not 
he lawful for any person to dredge for, take, 
catch, or destroy any Oysters nr Oyster Brood 
within the said Lough of Carlingford, or off or 
from any of the shores or rocks of said Lough, 
and any porson offending against this By-Law 


Carlingford Lough 
— wnlimie.il. 


sludl, for each such offence, forfeit and pay a 

Second.— Tliat between the 1st dav of March 
and the 1st day of November in any war. no 
boat, in the said Lough of Carlingford, shall 
have on hoard any dredge nr other implement 

1-oat any such dredge or other implement lor 
the taking of Oysters, the master or owner of 
snob boat shall, for each such offence, forfeit 
and pay a sum of Five Pounds. 

Third.— All porsons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters in said Lough of Carlingford, 
shall cull all such Oysters as may ho talus, or 
caught; and shall not remove from nny Fish- 
ing Ground or Oyster Bed any Oyster of less 
dimensions than two inches and. mo-half, at the 

diatelv throw- 1, ark infothe Soaall ( liters of “cm 
dimensions than aforesaid, as well as all gravel 
and fragments of shells as shall lm raised or 
taken while ongaged in such lisliing; and no 
person shall take from any rock, strand, or 

half, at the greatest diameter thereof; and 

each offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two 

Fourth.— All persons are herein- prohibited from 
throwing into the Son, on any tlvsi.-r lied, or 
Oyster Fishing Ground in the ...id Lough of 
Curlingfi.nl, the ^ballast of any lmat, or any 

contrary hereto shall, for each offence, forfeit 
and pay a sum of Two Pounds. 



Pish conveyed 
by Railways. 



Appendix, No. 3. 

Quantity of Fish conveyed by Railways between 1862 and 1868. 



Railway. 


1802. 


1803. 


1804, 




1800. 


1807. 


Great Southern and Western, . 
Midland Great Western, . 
Dublin and Drogheda, 

Waterford and Limerick, . 
Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford, 
Cork and Bandon, 


Tns. Cwtaqrs. 

1,145 0 0 
785 14 2 
1,004 5 1 
374 0 0 


Tns.Cwts. 

1,249 0 
1,189 13 
1,329 0 
319 15 


Tns. Cwts. qrs. lbs. 

1,642 0 0 0 
697 2 3 0 
1,976 14 2 0 
140 2 0 0 
1,060 18 0 0 
836 2 2 3 


Tns. Cwts. qrs. Ilia 

1,898 0 0 0 
497 9 1 9 
1,226 14 0 0 
127 8 3 27 
2,118 15 2 0 
713 16 3 8 


Tna Cwts. qrs. lbs 

2,771 0 0 0 
724 5 l 0 
1,314 12 0 24 
168 9 3 0 
2,505 6 2 0 
1,493 17 2 0 


Tns. Cwta qrs. lbs. 

1,821 0 O 0 

525 18 0 0 
890 2 2 0 

2.079 6 2 0 
1,255 7 2 4 



Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford— Increase or Decrease arises 
thus : — 



1864, 

1866, 

1866, 

1867; 



542 

1,066 

1,517 

1,062 



Herrings. 



Tons. 

513 

1,012 

019 

985 



Oysters. 



Midland Great Western— Increase or Decrease arises thus:— 



1862, 

1863, 

1 864, 

1865, 

1866, 
1867, 



1 07 coarse and fine fish. 

473 

127 „ 

444 

294 „ 



Tims. Tuns. 

422 Oysters. - Winkles. 
5'lB „ 50 „ 

253 „ 219 „ 

229 „ 

™ „ 

230 „ 



Cork and Bandon— 238 tons less in 1807 than 1866. 



Dublin and Drogheda— 436 tons less in 1607 than in 1866. 



Return of all Fresh Fi 



Great Southern and Western Railway. 

iah convoyed over the Great Southern and Western Railway during tlio year 1S67. 

Flat Fish, .... sT' 

Eels, 55 

Sprats, _ 156 

Fresh Fish not named in Invoice, 160 



Salmon, . 




. 132 


Cod, . 




. - 19 


Haddock, 




15 


Herrings, 




. 270 


Shell Fish, 




. 232 


Mackerel, . 




. 639 


Hake, . 




86 



Total, 



1,821 
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Appendix No. 3— continued. 

Dublin and Drogheda Railway. 1 

Return of Fish conveyed by Goods Train over this Line to Dublin for the year ended 31st December, 1867. 



From Balbriggan, 

„ Drogheda, . 

„ Howth, , 

„ Rush, 

„ Skerries, 

„ Virginia Road, 



Tons. Cwt. 

61 7 Herrings, Is. 2d. per ton. 
10 6 „ 9s. 8 d. „ 

724 6 „ 3s. id. ,, 

1 2 „ 3s. 2d. „ 

18 14 „ 6s. 2d. ” 

6 0 „ 15s. 3d. „ 



Salmon, 



816 1 

37 tons, 17 cwt. at 2s. 6 d. per cwt. 



Description not specified. 
Eels, . 

Lobsters, . 

Salmon, . , 



% Passenger Train. 



. . 8 16 0 0) 

. 5 1 0 0( , „ „ , 

4 0 0 o ? a ‘' P er 

’.18 0 0 0J 



APPKNDrX. 

Fish conveyed 
by Railways. 



35 17 0 



0 



Midland Great Western Railway of Ireland. 
Return of Fish conveyed over the Line during the year 1867. 



Description op 


Weight. 


Amount. . 


Rates Ciiauged. 


Coarse Fish. 


Fine Fish. 


Oysters 
per cwt. up 
to 5 cwt. 


Salmon, . 
Lobster, . 
Coarse Fish, . 
Oysters, . 

Total, . 


Tons. cwts. qrs. 

• 74 10 2 

11 1 0 

209 6 3 

230 19 3 


£ s. d. 

130 0 4 

16 2 6 

229 19 0 

289 10 9 


Per cwt. up 
to S ewt. 


Over 


Per cwt. up 
to 6 ewt. 


Over 


1. 9 

1 6 
2 0 


I s. d. 
1 3 

1 0 
1 6 


s. d. 
2 0 

1 9 

2 6 


s. d. 

1 6 

1 3 ! 

2 0 


s. d. 
1 6 
1 6 

2 0 


525 18 0 


665 12 7 



Waterford and Limerick Railway. 

Return of Fish forwarded from Stations on the Waterford and Limerick Railway, via Dublin and Waterford, 
year ending 31st December, 1867. , 

Kate. Tons cwts. qrs. lbs. 

6s. 6d. per cwt. 



Limerick, 



Bansha, 

Caber, 



3s. 0 d. 

3s. 6 d. per cwt 
Is. Qd. „ 

Is. 0 d. „ 

3s. Od. ' „ 



Remarks. 

Via Waterford to London. 
To Dublin. 

Ordinary Parcel Rates. 

To Dublin. 

To Waterford. t 

Ditto. 

To Dublin. 



. Total, 

Note— This consists of salmon principally. We do not distinguish the description of fish. 
No Return received for 1867. 



Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway. 
Tonnage of Fish for the year 1867. 



Tons. cwt. qrs. 

Fresh Fish, . ....... 18 11 0 

Herrings, . . .' . . . ' . . 1,062 IS 0 

Oysters, 985 1 0 

Salmon, 12162 



2,079 6 2 

Cork and. Bandon- Railway. 



Return of Fish booked, from Kinsale to Cork for the year 1867. 



Mackerel, . 5s, per ton. 


Tons cwts 
814 8 


2 8 


Pilchards, . 5s. per ton. - * 


Tons cwts 
16 5 


qrs. Ibs. 
2 0 


Herrings, . „ 


14 5 


3 4 


Whiting, . „ 


0 3 


1 0 


Sprats, . . „ 

Hake, . . ,, 


12 15 


2 3 


Lobsters, . „ 


4 2 


0 0 


343 13 


2 2 


Eels, . . „ 


0 1 


0 0 


Haddock, . „ 


3 1 


3 14 


Bream, . „ 


5 3 


0 7 


Cod, . 

Ling, . . „ 

Turbot, . „ 


7 18 


0 22 


Pollock, . „ 


1 15 


2 14 


6 15 
3 2 


3 12 
0 25 


Total, j 


1,255 7 


3 4- 


Scad, . . „ 


21 5 


3 13 




E 2 
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APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE 



Appendix, No. 4. 

Abstract of Returns, of Einm Eisheet at Horn between the lift June, 1867, anti 20th 
November, lob7, furnished, and authenticated by the Inspecting Commander and Harbour Master 



Cornish. Scotch. M: 



Average daily Number of Boa 



Average numbers' 
and amounts per 
day, for the 106 
working days, 



9,810 

7,820 

8,956 

6,983 



Gross Receipts. 



6,353 1 
8,246 1 
7,128 



employed 






Very good quality. 

Mixed quality. 

Good quality. 

Bo. 

Very good quality. 

Good quality. 

Very good quality. 

Mixed quality. 

| Do. 

! Small, soft, black gub quality, 
! Good quality. 

I Mixed quality. 

[ Good quality! 

Mixed quality. 

Good quality. 



Mixed quality. 



Inferior quality. 






Appendix, No. 5. 

Li_st of Licences Gbasteb hy the Commartnonts to Piaet Oybtee Ebbs, up to 81st December. 1867. 



Date of Liccnoo. 



1846. 

5th November, 
7 th December, 



1851. 

5th February, 
5th February, 

1852. 

1,7th November, 
17 ill November, 



1854. 

1st July, . 

15 th November, 
15th November, 



13 I 30th July, 

14 21st August, . 

1857. 

7th August, . 

1858. 

15th February, 
15th February, 
1860. 

3rd February, 
3rd February, 
3rd February, 
13th February, 
Util May, 

4th October, . 
9th October, . 
14th November, 



W. H. Carter, esq., . 
Luke Lyons, esq. , 

F. H. Downing, . 

John Mahony, esq., . 
Rev. Denis Mahony, . 

I Thomas Whyte, esq., 
John C. Garvey, esq., 

J. O. Woodhouse, esq., 

Burton Bindon, esq., . 
Hon. David Plunket, . 

J. K. Boswell, esq., . 

John Richards, esq., . 

■ Lord Charles P. P. Clinton 
I William Foreman, esq., 

Thomas Eccles, esq., . 

Rev. A. Magee, . 

A. C. Lambert, esq., . 

Rev. R. H. Wall, 

Knight of Kerry, 

Captain VV. Houston, 
William M-Cormick, esq., 
Edward Browne, esq., 

M. C. Cramer, esq., . 
Ebenezer Pike, esq., . 
William Pike, esq., . 



Tramore Bay, county Mayo, 

| Monroughrony, county Mayo, . . , 

Off Daurus Point, county Kerry, 

Estuary of Kenmare River, county Kerry 
Do. do. 

| Ballisodare Bay, county Sligo, . 

| Clew Bay, county Mayo, . 

Mulroy Bay, county Donegal, . 

! Carlingford Lough, county Louth, . 
Killary Harbour, county Mayo, 
BaUyconnelly Bay, county Galway, . ! 

' Blacksod Bay, county Mayo, . 

| Bear Haven, county Cork, 

Ardbear Bay, county Galway, . \ ’ 

Glengariffe Harbour, county Cork, . 

1 Streamstown and Cleggan Bays, co. Galway, 
lullary Harbour, county Galway, . . 

Mannin and Ardbear Bays, county Galway, 
Valencia Harbour, county Kerry, 

Killary Harbour, county Mayo, ! ! 

Achill Sound, county Mayo, 

Ballinakill Harbour, county Galway, 

Oyster Haven, county Cork, . 

Lough Mahon, Estuary of Lee, county Cork, 
Aclull Sound, county Mayo, . 



0 0 
0 0 



0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
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Mth February, 
3rd March, . 
6th March, . 

1863. 

29th May, 

1864. 

2nd February, 
5th April, 

10th June, 

10th June, 

30th September, 
31st October, . 
31st October, . 
31st October, . 

3 1 st October, . 

1 1 th November, 
1 1 th November, 
3 1 st December, 

3 1 st December, 

3 1 st December, 
31st December, 
31st December, 

1865. 

13 th April, 

1 3th April, 

29th April, 

12th May, 

2nd November, 
2nd November, 
1st December, 

1 st December, 
1st December, 
1st December, 
1st December, 
1st December, 
1st December, 
1st December, 

1866. 

20th April, 

20th April, 

21st April, 

4th June, 

1867. 

1 5th June, 

10th July, 

10th July, 

10th July, 

10th July, 
loth July, 

10th July, 

10 th July, 

10th July, . . 
10 th July, 

I Oth July, 

15th July, 

1 5th July, 

15th July, 

16 th July, 

24 th July, 



William Forbes, esq., . 

Robert W. C. Reeves, esq. 

James Walker, esq., . 

Edmund Power, esq., 

George Clive, esq., m.p., 

Lord Fortescue, . 

Lord Wallscourt, 

■ Colonel C. M. Vandeleur, 

A. W. Wyndham, esq., 

Captain George Austin, 

John Kendall, esq., . 

Robert T. Atkins, esq., 

■ R. E. L. Athy, esq., . 

P. M. Lynch, esq., 

A. Boate, esq., . 

J. R. Dower, esq., 

Captain W. F. Barry, 

C. P. Archer, esq., 

T. Young Prior, esq., 

P. Macauley, esq., 

Colonel F. A. K. Gore, 

Marquess of Sligo, 

Sir Robert Gore Booth, 

Right Hon. John Wynne, 

| Lord Baron Ventry, . 

Law Life Assurance Society, 

1 Marquess of Sligo. 

I Most Rev. Dr. M‘Hale, 

Thomas M'Carthy Collins, 
Marquess of Sligo, 

John Obins Woodhouse, es 
Captain Acheson, 

Richard J. Verschoyle, esq. 
Richard Mahon, v, esq., 

Mr. Robert M‘Keown, 

William Dargan, esq., 

Marquess of Sligo, 

Miss Anne Fowler, 

John Obins Woodhouse, esq. 

Sir Robert Gore Booth, hart., . 
Horatio Hamilton Townsend, esq. 
Thomas Sandes, esq., 

Mrs. Elizabeth Atkinson, 

M. J. C. LongSeld, esq., 

Thomas Kirkwood, esq., 

Richard D. Kane, esq., 

William and J. St. George, 
Christopher T. Redington, i 
Mrs. Elizabeth 3ury, 

Rev. Nicholas Martin, 

John Smyth, esq., 

Stephen E. Collis, esq., 

Thomas Hicks, esq., . 

Robert W. C. Reeves, esq., 
Francis J. Graham, esq., , 



| Mweenish Bay, county Galway, 

Clonderlaw Bay, county Clare, 

Belfast Lough, Carrickfergus, . 

Tramore Bay, county Waterford, 

Achill Sound, county Mayo, 

Tramore Bay, county Waterford, 

Galway Bay, county Galway, . 
Poulnasherry Bay, county Clare, 

Newport Bay, county Mayo, 

| Westport Bay. county Mayo, . 

Arilhear and Mamiin Bays, county Galway, 
I Lough Hyne, county Cork, . . 

Galway Bay, county Galway, . 
i Galway Bay, county Galway, . 
Dungarvau Harbour, county Waterford, 
Dungarvau Harbour, county Waterford, 
Glandore Harbour, county Cork, 

I 2 a ''. inilk ! 11 Harbour, county Galway, 
Ballinakill Harbour, county Galway, 
BallinakillandBarnadergBavs, co. Galwav 
Killnla Bay, county Mayo, . . . 

Clew Bay, county Mayo, . 

DrumcliffBay, county Sligo, . 

Sligo Bay, county Sligo, . 

Dingle Harbour, county Kerry, 

Clew Bay, county Mayo, . 

Clew Bay, county Mayo, . 

Shores of Achill island, county Mayo, 
Roaringwater Bay, county Cork, 

Clew Bay, county Mayo, . 

CarKngl'ord Lough, county Louth, . 
Ballinnkill Harbour, county Galway, 
Ballisodare Bay, county Sligo, . 

Kenmare Estuary, county Kerry', 

Killary Harbour, 

Wexford Harbour, . 

Clew Bay, county Mayo, . 

Blacksod Bay, county Mayo, . 

Carlingford Lough, county Louth, 

Drumcliff Bay, county Sligo, . 

Skull Harbour, county Cork, . 

River Shannon, county Kerry, 

Blacksod Bay, county Mayo, . 
Roaringwater Bay, county Cork, 

Saleen Harbour, county Mayo, 

Howth Strand, county Dublin, 

Galway Bay, county Galway, . 

Galway Bay, county Galway, . 

Lough Mahon, county Cork, . 

Trawbreaga Bay, county Donegal, 

Midleton River, county Cork, . 

River Shannon, county Kerry, 

Roaringwater Bay, county Cork, 

River Shannon, county Clare, 

Barnaderg Bay, county Galway, 



within a specified time, and to^LTsfaction of^ho GWhsionfrl’ tbaTccn^U be^*^Y$d! ihat ’‘'' IeS8 ^ Sha11 be pr ° perly ,tocked 
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Aitendix, No. 6. 



Licensed Oyster 



Beds. Operations of Proprietors and their Results, ns conununientud Lv the 
Persons who obtained the Licences or by their representatives. 



Beds If os. 8 and 64 . — Mulroy Bay and Carlingford 
Lough. 

Sir, — In reply to your letter respecting my pro- 
ceedings under the Oyster Licences of the 22ud Sep- 
tember, 1853, and 4th June, 1S66, I. beg to inform 
you for the information of the Commissioners that I 
have not anything at present to add to my report as to 
the Mulroy Licence of the 22nd September, 1853, since I 
last wrote. But as to the Cavlingford Bay Licence of 
4th June, I860, I have my beds sufficiently marked 
out, and have been vigorously engaged in forming sea 
protections, and in stocking the beds, and have retained 
all the oysters already collected oh the beds, without, 
for so far, allowing any to leave the Lougli. The 
slime of the Newry river will, I fear, be an injury to 
that part of my bed in the townland of Drumnlla. But 
the bed at Balliuterkin is doing very well, and the 
young oysters increasing rapidly ; and when I get my 
sea defences further enlarged I have no doubt it will 
turn out a most successful project. I have at present 
about 100,000 oysters on the Balliuterkin Bed. 

I regret to say that I have received obstruction in 
the management and protection of my beds from a 
quarter where I might have expected support and 
assistance, and which prevents me at present laying 
down dredge oysters for spawning next year, and may 
oblige me to ask for ail extension of time for stocking 
the beds. I have already mentioned the particulars of 
this matter on personal application at your office. 

I regret to say that the export of small oysters iu the 
close season from the County of Down side of the 
Lough still prevails to a great extent, and is a great 
injury to the fishery of the Lough. 

J. O. Woomtouss. 

30th January, 1S6S. 



Bed No. 9 . — Cavlingford Lough. 

Sir, — With reference to the request contained iu 
your letter of the 31st ult. that I would furnish the 
Board with a statement of any proceedings connected 
with the oyster bed granted to Mr. Bindon in the year 
1854, I beg leave to inform you that when I purchased 
that oyster bed in the year 1866 it had been almost 
denuded of oysters by over dredging ; ami that con- 
sequently there has not beeu any yield from it either 
last year (1866-07) or during the present season of 
1867-68; nor can any be looked for under two years 
more. In the antumn of 1S67 I caused a quantity of 
oysters, 68,000, to be laid down on the bed, choosing 
the most suitable parts of the bottom for that purpose 
out of the entire surface of about fifty acres, and there 
is reason to hope that by rest, and in consequence of 
this addition to the breeding stock, the bed may 
eventually become productive, aud may help to prevent 
the extinction of the oysters in Carlingford Lough, 
which the excessive dredging carried on both for sale 
as food and for removal to other ports as stock has 
every tendency to produce. 

, „ Clermont. 

January 27th, 186S. 

Bed No. 13. — Berehaven. 

Sir,— I duly received your circular calling for a 
report on the oyster bed in Berehaven, granted to mo 
by the Fishery Commissioners. On receipt of your 
letter I forwarded it to my agent, Mr. Wright, of 
Olonakuty, as I felt he could better report on it than 
myself, as he has had more frequent opportunities of 
seeing it and judging of its condition than I have, as 
1 have no residence on the property. 



I write these few lines accompanying the report to 
give mo the opportunity of indorsing all that Mr 
Wright has said in the following report, and in particular 
the recommendation that lie lias given the Board that 

some competent person should he appointed l>y the 
Government not only to inspect and report on the 
fisheries, hut who should also hold the office of instructor 
in order to give facilities to the owners of o vs ter beds 
to improve, indeed to “ preserve” their fisheries, f„ r j n 
nine instances out of ton they have no knowledge of 
the Act. Another great drawback to the inoi case of aud 
proper atteutiou to these oyster fisheries (indeed fish- 
eries in general) in that locality is, as Mr. Wright 
remarks, the entire absence and want of uuv market 
where the oysters and other iisli may he disposed of 
when grown or caught. If the Government would ex- 
tend or give facilities for the extension of the railway 
system to those parts and make the Harbour of Core- 
haven a naval station for what it was by nature in- 
tended, and will before long become a necessity for the 
protection of our vast transatlantic commerce ; there 
would then be some inducement for the proprietors of 
estates along that coast to take up and improve the 
oyster and other fisheries. I for one would l.o ready to 
lay down other oyster beds along my coast property 
should tho Bond grant um font*, lira,™ tbo 
above facilities he carried out. by Govurnuient. 

If the Government could obtain the services of Mi- 
Frank Buckhmd ho would no doubt, soon effect a most 
slut ary reform and a vast increase to the productive- 
ness of botli the oyster and salmon fisheries with which 
the coasts of Ireland abound. 

Charles P. Clinton. 

14th January, 1868. 

A Report op Waterfall Oyster Bed. 

The oysters at Waterfall have not increased in num- 
ber, owing in a great measure to the fact that from 
the month of October to the early part of April a river ' 
which flows from the mountains on the north side of 
the Berehaven Harbour is very often swollen a ml brings 
with each flood quantities of earth and gravel which 
overflow the oyster bed and destroy the oysters in 
large quantities. This river, which * becomes rapidly 
swollen, rushes down from the mountains with such force 
that every embankment raised to divert it from the 
oyster beds was from time to time swept away • hut in 
the early part of the month of October last a newembank- . 
mentwas constructed, which, up to this, has successfully 
resisted nil the floods, and saved the oysters from bein'' 
covered with earth, gravel, and rubbish, it. i, too soon u 
yettonot.cotliecflectsprodi.ced hytlioeml.ankment ; but 
from what lias been reported to me 1 am led to believe 
that the oysters arc already moving to their old haunts 
which they were formerly obliged to leave. In other 
words, the oysters were lately getting into deep water, 
so as to avoid the floods, but now they are coming 
nearer to the land in low water. 

In the latter end of 1S65 I read M. Gusto’s plan of 
laying down oyster beds, and I was greatlv struck 
with Ins idea of affording the young ones or the spat 
a resting place. 1 therefore got some trees cut down, 
anil the trunks and branches firmly placed on the 
strand with some furze bushes and some large stones, 
to winch the seedling oyster might become attached. 

I also gave directions that the star-fish which destroy 
the oysters m large quantities, should he looked after; 
and 1 have every reason to believe that the simple and 
inexpensive measures to which I have had recourse 
would be successful hut for the floods to which I have 
before referred. There is however very little to en- 
courage any person to invest either labour or capital in 
the culture of oysters, as the distance from any market 
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town is very great, and the want of railway accommoda- 
tion is sorely felt. I however believe that if a railway 
once opened up that country, or if the Harbour of 
Berehaven with its many natural advantages attracted 
the attention of Government, that the oysters at Water- 
fall would become very valuable. 

In order therefore to make oyster fisheries profitable 
I would take the liberty of suggesting that the Govern- 
ment should appoint men of character and experience 
whose business it would be to inspect the several oyster 
beds on the coast, and from time to time to give such 
information and directions as may be necessary. 

Thomas It. Wright, 

Agent to Lord 0. P. Clinton. 

10th January, 186S. 

Bed No. 14 . — Ardbear Bay. 

Dear Sir,— I have forwarded your communication 
respecting the oyster fisheries atOlifden to Mr. Kendall of 
Lincoln’s-Inn, London, who has been tenant for some 
years of both salmon and oyster fisheries. He will 
furnish the information you require. 

William Foreman. 

December 31st, 1867. 

Beds Nos. 14 and 3G . — Ardbear and Mannin Bays. 

Sir, — I n reply to your inquiry respecting the oyster 
licences granted to William Foreman, esq., in 1856 
and to myself in 1864, I beg to report that durin«- 
the past year I have been fortunate in obtaining a "ood 
fall of spat upon such portions of the ground as°were in 
a fit state to receive it. I am now cleaning more 
ground, and laying down more oysters purchased in 
Clew Bay. I have just laid down fifty barrels, and 
purpose layiug more in March. In reply to your 
invitation I beg again to suggest that if the natural 
breeding beds of the country are ever to be turned to 
account for the public good, the dredgers must be pre- 
vented by law from removing young oysters below a 
certain size. 

20th January, 1868. John Kendall. 

Bed No. 17 . — KiUary Harbour. 

. ® I . R *. Iu “Ply t0 y°ur letter of 21st instant, 
inquiring as to the state of my oyster beds, <fcc., at 
Dernasliggan, or the KiUeries, Co. of Galway,' I am 
glad to be able to report that I consider it satisfactory, 
as wherever the rapid tides have not affected them, the 
oysters have increased largely, and are in character, 
siz^ and quality, the best I have ever seen in the West 
of Ireland, and I am borne out in this opinion by all 
who have had an opportunity of enjoying them. 

However there is a large portion of the shore un- 
suited, and it is only where the beds have been protected 
by headlands from the force of the tide, that I consider 
the result has been satisfactory. 

29th January, 1868. A. C. Lambert.' 
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In consequence of the great quantity of small oysters 
adhering to the larger ones, I have again determined 
to continue laying them on my own beds, rather than 
selling, and I expect by this means to have a large stock 
in a short time, as they are breeding quite as well on the 
beds that are dry at spring-tides, as they are in deeper 
water. 

I regret to say that the dredgers on the public beds 
are taking oysters without reference to size, nor 
<‘o. they throw back the shells, gravel, &c., as re- 
quired by the Act, as parties were found to buy the 
oysters, shells, <fcc., as dredged, for the purpose of lay- 
mg in other localities. This has been carried to such 
an extent, that I can name one hooker-man who went to 
the Co. Clare with a cargo, but on arriving he was 
only paid for five out of every nine measures. 

The coast-guard officer had some of the small oysters 
seized, but as he did not obtain permission to prosecute 
the case fell through. 

This I much regret, as one conviction at Petty 
Sessions would have, I consider, settled the matter. 

I fear unless a stop is put to this systematic robbery, 
the public beds will soon be useless. 

The coast-guards are able and willing to put an end 
to this, if power he given to them to search hookers, 
and prosecute parties for infringing the law. 

The price is fully a shilling per measure more than it 
was last year. 

22nd January, 186S. William Pike. 

Bed No. 30 . — A chill Sound. 

Sir, — I n answer to your circular of 29th December, 
1867, 1 must say that I have kept no minutes of mv 
proceedings in laying down oysters, but can give you 
only a general result, which however is now of such a 
nature as to induce me to take a good deal of pains with 
parts of the beds granted to Mr. Clive in 1863, and by 
him leased tome at a nominal rent. 

In the autumn of 1863, 1 laid down about fifty or 
sixty bushels of oysters in the part No. 1 (about seven 
or eight acres), which could be most easily watched 
and which I thought most likely (from the run of the 
tides) to insure moderately quiet water at spawning 
time. I also put a few bushels in several other parts, 2, 3, 
and 4, which I have not since disturbed. Into No. 1 , 1 
haveevery succeeding year, at least in 1864, ’65, and ’6V 
put about twenty bushels of oysters from the public 
beds (which are all but destroyed by unfair dredging)-; 
but I have in every year, in the end of December and 
January, fished up again for my own use from ten to 
fifteen bushels of the largest oysters I could get for my 
own consumption. In the last year 1 also returned to 
deep water about twenty bushels of oysters, about 1^ 
inches diameter in size, which I collected from the 
rocks at low water adjoining the bed No. 1, my attention 
having been directed to them by scores of women and 
children coniine: down to rather them. G-oino- fi,„ 



Bed No. 21. — Ack-ill Sound. 

Gentlemen,— Yours of 27th ultimo, sent to the Co. 
Mayo, has- arrived here this day. Two years ago I 
planted one of the oyster beds, and tried them°last 
month. The success far surpassed my expectations. I 
am now getting a Company formed for planting all the 
beds granted, and hope they will give satisfaction. 

2nd January, 1868. Wit. M'Cormiok. 

Bed No. 25.— Achill Sound. 

Sir, — In reply to your circular respecting the oyster 
fisheries, I have the honour to inform you that the 
breeding season of 1867 was equal to that of 1866, 
which was the best known on this coast for many years. 



oysters covering the bouunu, anu a nave no ami lit that 
in a very few years the whole of the seven or eight 
acres will be a mass of 'oysters, and very valuable, not 
only for their own area, but as providing a nursery for 
oyster spat for a mile or a mile and a-half in every 
direction, in which the spat might settle and adhere in 
a slack, tide. In 2, 3, and 4, there is also a manifest in- 
crease in the number of oysters, and many young oysters 
may be seen adhering to the rocks. 1 have obtained- 
oysters from two other localities of a larger size a,nd 
apparently of a different breed, and sown them broad- 
cast among the common oysters, with a view to improv- 
ing the sort , if there be anything like impregnation from 
one oyster to another, and certainly many of the- 
apparently four year old oysters in No. 1 bed look like 
an improved brood. This however, is very likely only 
the effect of locality. When I dredge them from the bed 
in No. 1, where I originally deposited them, I frequently 
put three to four bushels in a brackish pond for seven or 
eight days, i.e. a pond covered by the sea at every 
high tide, but through which a number of my land drains 



Appendix. 

Cultivation of 
Oyster Beds. 
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Appendix, empty themselves ; and I find the oysters fatten and 
Cultivation of ™P rove from day to day until about the 7th day, after 
Oyster Beds, which they fall off and die. I thinlc of making other 
similar ponds, which would he of different degrees of 
saltness from time to time, but have so much to attend 
to on land, and so little time and such a scarcity of 
labour that I can do no more than lay rows of large 
stones against which the sea may throw up a bank of 
greater or smaller height, and occasionally improve such 
bank. Ten years ago there was a very capital oyster 
bank here, of perhaps a mile in length, and a quarter 
to a half mile broad, on which I have frequently seen 
60 to 100 boats at work for weeks at a time, when 
weather was sufficiently calm. These oysters were 
almost all shipped in sloops for Galway, and men earned 
2s. 6d. to 3s. per day dredging. Now when oysters are 
all but exterminated, as many as 100 boats have been at 
work in a day this year, but only for a very few days , 
the men earning from 5s. to 8s. at first, and dropping off 
to nothing per day. When Mr. Clive applied for a 
grant of oyster grounds with a view to prevent the whole 
fishery here being destroyed, be was met by a strong 
opposition from Acliill and other places, by people who 
objected to the sites being granted, as being public beds ; 
to my certain knowledge not an oyster lias been dredged 
on many of the parts so objected to for at least fifteen 
years, but there is a part in which if granted to Mr. 
Clive, an invaluable nursery might be established, which 
would go far to stock all the neighbourhood. At present 
the bottom is so foul with large stones, that no dredge 
could work effectively, and might easily be kept so by 
tumbling in large stones wherever there is a vacant 
space ; hardly an oyster can be seen there even in the 
stillest weather, because it is out of the current from 
the old oyster bed, the tide simply rises but does not 
run into the little hay. But if oysters were laid down 
then the same causes would keep the spat at home, and 
only stray spat would go out in a falling tide, to plant 
beds outside. I will as far as my own avocations on 
terra frmet admit, take the best care I can of beds No. 2, 3, 
and 4, ami I have no doubt that all those beds would 
become in three or four years very valuable, if they were 
protected, but there is no protection. A sloop which can 
carry away 100 to 120 tons of oysters conies into the 
bay ; by some electrical means all the population who 
have boats are aware of it in two hours, and there are, 
or were, 100 dredging boats on the spot next day, all 
work on land being suspended until she has her cargo. 
Last year I defeated two attempts on my private bed. 
I did not secure the dredgers, and was glad not to do 
so, but I got two dredges new, and about forty fathom 
of new line for the dredges, which have not been inquired 
for. This year small as my interest in the success of 
the oyster bed is, I have had a watch on the ground at 
all times when it would be likely to be profitable for 
oyster dredging by moonlight, and I believe that hitherto 
no attempts have been made. But protection docs not 
exist. The coast-guard eight miles off never sends a 
boat to examine the size of the oysters dredged, nor to 
inquire whether the boats are on public or private 
water, and I could not expect more service with the 
limited public and private fishing grounds. But I think 
much good might be done if the coast-guard were in- 
structed to act under special orders from a magistrate. 

I could at almost any time communicate by signal to 
the officer at the Bull’s Mouth, such messages as these : 
“A fleet of 100 boats dredging oysters below the size,” 
or “ Six or seven boats coming to dredge my private 
beds at o’clock” (according to the tide). There 

would I believe never lie a collision but two or three 
ineffectual chases of plunderers, and two or three 
dredges and ropes dropt overboard confiscated, and the 
whole locality would in three or four years get a winter 
employment in good weather, when they cannot get 
employment generally on land. With my own arrange- 
ments it might interfere on land, as I never can get 
labourers enough, they cannot come long distances on 
the chance of being turned back on account of a bad day. 
More come to me than I might fairly expect from a 
distance. If I could build houses not merely cabins for 
them, I could get a great number at all times but I can- 



not build bouses in sufficient numbers, and my work is 
undone. The men do not like working in the field at 
ordinary wages, but they will work at e-rtra-on/inary 
wages at oyster fishing. I should like to establish in 
the different bays hero very extensive oyster grounds 
which might afford any amount of winter employment 
to not only the population on the coast here, hut to 
hundreds who might come in to share the spoil, if there 
should he established a trade for oysters. I am only a 
tenant here, with fifteen years’ lease unexpired, but I 
would invest in oyster beds had I sufficient protection 
and I am quite sure that my landlord would back me. 

T. J. Birch. 

25th January, 1808. 



Bed No. 33. — Poulnasherry Iiay. 

Sir, — I n reference to your inquiries respecting the 
state of the oyster fisheries on tho Lower Shannon, I 
find it will take a much longer time than was sup- 
posed to re-stock the natural hods that have been 
exhausted by over dredging, and have not allowed 
any oysters to be sold or disturbed since the licence 
was granted to me. From the great demand and 
scarcity, the price of oysters out of the boats has 
doubled in the last three years, and the only remedy 
I can suggest is the formation of breeding beds. 

0. M. VandkIiRur. 

24th January, 1S68. 



Bed No. 34 — Newport Bay. 

Gentlemen, — In reply to yours concerning oysters 
I beg to inform you that nothing has bceu done (since 
my last) on the lied (of mud) licensed to Captain 
Wyndham on the 10th June, 18(54, except to ascertain 
that the oysters deposited there have mostly perished, 
the fact being that this place is not lit tor oysters! 
I do not know whether Captain Wyndham will make 
any further attempt ; hut 1 believe that if he does it 
must end in failure. The public bods in the vicinity 
are, being daily dredged by a large fleet of boats. 

I have inquired of several of the men, and they tell mo 
that the average daily take of a boat is six stones 
weight, for which they get six shillings, lining at the 
rate of two shillings per man per day. The weather 
has of late been very fine, so that if it got to lie at all 
inclement the men could not earn so much, and many 
of them would probably cease fishing and take to em- 
ployment on shore. 

Whether the public beds will by the present system 
become exhausted is a question on which the dredgers 
do not agree ; it is however certain that very few 
full-sized oysters arc now obtained, nor ean the men 
earn more than one-half of the wages they earned two 
years ago. 

John Oram. 

27th December, 1867. 



Bed No. 37. — Lough IJync. 

Sir, — r have the honour to acknowledge your letter 
of tlio 27th December to which 1 delayed sending a 
reply until I made inquiries to enable me to give a 
satisfactory answer. 

I regret to say that owing to tlio great influx of 
mussels into Lough Ilync I could do little more than 
carefully preserve the hods I have from trespassers. 
There is a fair quantity of young brood from the old 
oysters, and 1 have made an arrangement with a 
neighbouring gentleman for a supply of young oysters 
for seed to lay down. 

The beds belonging to the Carliery trustees suffered 
more than mine did from mussels, but still more from 
the neglect of the keeper throijgh trespassers. 

The mussels liavo unaccountably disappeared ns they 
came ; and as the same occurred about twenty years 
ago, and as their disappearance was succeeded by a 
great increase of oysters, may we hope for a similar 
result. 
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pra “. ts F eater **« for studying 
the k.bit, and peculumtiee of tl.e oyster than any 
other place I know on tie Irish coast. There are four 
distract varieties on the lake— first, t!.e old tub oyster 

of Serf' “ fa * veiy fat and 

of perfect flavour, and frequently containing pearls ■ 

oriZl’l,* ,"“5 ? S ‘“ ** and “ f “»0 flavour, the 
originals of which were brought by the late Lord 
Oarhery or bis predecessor from Kerry; third, a small 
flat and poor oyster well flavoured, aDd I think if 
removed to a better fattening ground capable of im- 
provement. This I mean to try. There is anofbov 
variety in the still water of my beds large with good 
flaiour, and I would say the best in the lake : they 
were very scarce, but I have preserved them, and they 
are on the increase. I purpose to lay down oysters in 
th’s bed, as the feeding ground is superior, and I have 
no doubt but the result will be satisfactory 

I have heard from old people that the’ varieties of 
oysters I have mentioned have existed in the Jake 
during their remembrance ; and specimens of the tub 
oyster are found in all parte of the lake. 

I do not believe that oysters are hermaphrodites, a« 

1 have found a mixture of the peculiarities of each 
variety m some oysters I examined. 

The Colitrum beds near Skibbereen are the principal 
source from which oysters are now obtained in this 
locality ; they are sold from 5s. to 7s. 6d. a hundred 
and many are sent to Cork. Others are sent from 
.Bally dehob and farther westward, but that is beyond 
niy observation. 

29tb January, 1868. T- A*™. 

Bed No. 40 . — Dungarvcin Harbour. 

. Gentlemen,— I n acknowledging the receipt of your 
circular letter respecting the oyster ground licensed to 
me, I have the honour to state for the information of 
the Commissioners of Sea Fisheries that there is every 
prospect of good success in the oyster ground at Dun- 
garvan Harbour. 

• The locality is well suited both for culture and 
oyster feeding, and there is ample evidence that a 
spat lias taken place annually during the last two 
seasons. 



FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND. 



41 



I he oysters that have been laid down are improving 
in quality ; and I have no doubt that by careful atten- 
tion to the ground in the summer season the undertak- 
ing will be eventually remunerative. 

_ , _ , A. Boate. 

<tn February, 1868. 

Bed N o. 43 — Ballinakill Harbour. 

® IE ! — Yours respecting the fishery has been for- 
warded to me, and I beg to state that I was down at 
Garraunbaun fora fortnight the beginning of Novem- 
ber last, hut (here wns no-springtide during that time suf- 
ficiently good tenable me to form an accurate judgment 
respecting the oysters. Within the last week however 
I have received a letter from my caretaker stating that 
there was an excellent springtide which enabled him to 
make a very good survey of the bank. That the increase 
of the oysters depositedby mehasbeen very considerable. 

I beg to state that I purpose going down there iD 
March next, being the time of year that the spring 
tides are best, but fear the information then derived 
will he too late for the present report. I have a very 
large bed immediately adjoining the licensed ground. 
Fifty acres, or more, are usually uncovered at spring 
tides. The oysters on it are of the best quality; 
black fin, and the flesh remarkably white, thick, and 
solid— fully equal in quality to the best Red Bank 
Bnrren— which I attribute to the coral sand of which 
that bank is composed ; and also to the circumstance 
of the bank being completely dry at certain seasons, 
and leaving the oysters at these periods for a consider- 
able time exposed to the influence of the atmosphere. 

Chables F. Archer. 

31st December, 1867. 



Beds Nos. 48 and 65.— Drumcliff Bay. Aiu-u: 

t0 'forward the following report made by Culti™ 
ovVtoSl f 1 * 0 ’ W ’° S' b * d «f my Oyster ] 

Ztt.t ■feuomoyem. Untohe Government nrnki, 

ZZJe l “""e™, 1 regulations with regard to public 
eS in S” 1”! “ rry * !,em » u ‘. »ch cannot long 
Ireland. 11 d " tr,C *’ »” d believe in 

un ^;,d^v?r° f ° rS °* 5° ,la * 11,6 s “ '“ d thrown 

InrTl wT .Le 1 T 1 ; 1 ? porlio ” of *k« ked, licensed 
Apul 13tb, 1865; but this may be again altered in 

Sd°wto.‘'f' S ’ ' 0 “,e"5“ difficulty' I have to con- 
i '"fpre.s tim fisheries properly buoyed- 
tot XT”? ”, le , n ‘r ring freouently, iC 

? 0 t then nets foul of the buoys and the chains they 
immediately cut, and let the buoys float awly thus 
destroying a certain amount of property, and leaving 
rrhie t0 P rosecute {or trespass until, at consider- 
pSskiou ’‘"' V ' 70 " epl ““ fl ‘' m in ‘keir esact 

February 1st, 18SS. e<>,>E Bo ‘ > ’ r “' 

Rcptrrl on the Oyster Fisheries , Brumclif Bay. 

Ballyqilgah Oyster Fishery. 

Licence dated 13th April, 186B.—£cd No. 48. 

I have to report that the above oyster fishery in 

l,I™ J f,l?'‘ P f‘i"a 1 ''. S ,“ t “ f “ t “ , i>' "d"- TI >e bed haa 
been folly stocked with oyster spawn since the date of 
ti e licence being granted, tlie spawn being chiefly 
obtomed from the north of Ireland and tbV public 

£ffth,fr‘ 11 is eatisfactory to 

U ana that the oyster spawn on the greater portion of 

too; a i‘tZgisr eed ^ ,jr pi ” M 

The severity of last winter acted very seriously to 
the oysters planted between high anil low water mark 
in tact destroyed the greater portion of them. I have 
in consequence, this season, planted none whatever on 
tliat particular portion of the bed. 

It will only be the work of a few years to bring 
the fishery in question into thorough working older. 

Finned Oyster Fishery; 

Licence dated 15th June, 1867.— .Serf No. 65. 

I have to report that this fishery (since the date of 
the licence being granted) has been fully stocked with 
oysters, in quantity about two millions, which seem to 
thrive remarkably well. 

The bed before the oysters were planted underwent 
a thorough cleaning m every portion of it, which will 
bo to the great advantage of the oysters planted thereon. 

Public Oyster Fisheries. 

The public oyster fisheries in the bay, owing to bad 
management on the part of the fishermen, have, in most 
instances, been dredged clean of marketable’ oysters 
and also the spawn, leaving no oysters whatever to 
produce stock for the following seasons. 

The produce of the beds has been very limited this 
season. 

The quality of the oysters is superior to those of past 
seasons. 1 

. market demand is unlimited. The price realized 
is from 4s. to 6s. per hundred. 

T . .... _ _ _ James Martin. 

Lissadell Office, January 2, 1S68. 

Bed No. 57. — Ballinakill Harbour. 

Sir,— In reply to your communication of the 27th 
December relative to the licence granted me to form 
an oyster bed, I beg to observe that the first oysters I 
laid down in the early part of last mouth were de- 
stroyed in consequence of being too near the mouth of 
the Shanboolard River. 

F 
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Appendix. Those' which I have laid down since then appear to 

OnUtaamrf '»*’“* ’" J1 - , , , .... . , 

Oyster Beds. There are several natural oyster beds m my neigh- 
bourhood ; but owing to the fact of the proprietors not 
taking an interest in the beds, the oysters are for the 
most part unclean, and the shells so niis-sliapon as to 
cause to be sold at odd times for about half what they 
would otherwise produce. 

A. E. Acheson. 

4th February, 1868. 



Bed No. 68 . — Blaclcsod Bay. 

Sin, — In answer to your circular letter of the 27th 
of December last addressed to me at Belmullet, I beg 
to say that having been granted on the 10th of July 
last a licence for an oyster fishery on my property near 
Belmullet, in the county of Mayo, I immediately got 
buoys laid down and properly moored to mark the 
beds. 

I then published advertisements offering to let the 
beds to a tenant The distance at which Belmullet is 
situated from any railway station presents a difficulty 
in disposing to advantage of the produce of the beds, 
and as yet I have not concluded any arrangement 
with any of the parties who responded to the adver- 
tisements. 

Elizabeth Atkinson. 

29th January, 1868. 



Bed No. 71 . — Howth Strand. 

Sib, — I have to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 27th December, 1867, on the subject of the 
oyster fisheries, but having only got the licence on the 
10th July, last year, I am unable to give you any result 
of my proceedings thereunder. I may however state that 
previous to the obtaining of the licence, I laid down 

10.000 oysters, obtained from the Co. of Clare, and 

7.000 from Arklow, in the Co. of Wicklow (on the 
grounds named in the licence), but a severe storm having 
come on shortly after laying them down, they were con- 
siderably scattered by the action of the sea, and a strong 
current running over the beds, so that I had consider- 
able difficulty in collecting a portion of them afterwards. 
I hope however to be able to lay down some more 
oysters in the ensuing season, and to protect them from 
the action of the current, by which means I hope to be 
able to give a more favourable account of my proceedings 
on a future occasion. 

Rich a ed D. Kane. 

22nd January, 1868. 



Bed No. 75. — Trawbreaga Bay. 

Sib, — In reply to your letter of the 27tb, I beg to 
say that 1 regret very much that I have unexpectedly 
met with the greatest opposition by the tenants on 
my own glebe, who threatened violence to anyone 
making the necessary arrangements in reference to the 
oyster beds. Under these circumstances I have not been 
able. to do any more than place posts to mark out the 
portion of shore intended for oyster culture. The ex- 
cuse made by the tenants was that the planting of 
oysters would interfere with their seaweed ; but this 
was only a vain excuse, as I offered to have the sea 
manure valued, and its value taken off the rent. I con- 
sulted Mr. Ferris of Dame-street, and he advised mo 
that if I was to summon before the magistrates a 
question of title would be raised and I would be defeated. 
The only course I considered open to me was to serve 
the tenants with notice to quit, which I cannot do until 
May next, as their rents are paid. Any advice you 
are good enough to give me will be most acceptable. 

, _ , N. C. Martin. 

2Sth December, 1S67. 



Bed No. 7G — Midleton River. 



Sib,— In reply to yours of December 27th, about 

250,000 oysters have been laid on my bod, about half 
that number have been placed during ’66, in which I 
have noticed a great increase in size, and their "cneral 
appearance is that of very good health. 

There has been an extensive spatting covering the 
undersides of many of the stones on the shore with 
young oysters, and numbers on the oysters themselves. 

The natural oyster bods in this vicinity wore very 
productive in ’66, and reasonably so in '67 ■ the boats 
in ’66 taking sometimes 1,000 per day, many of which 
I have purchased and laid. 

The prices now maybe quoted at from 4*. per 100 of 
long count (126 to tlio so-called 100) for small i.e. those 
of from 2iJ- to 3 inches diameter to 8 inches for the 
largest size. Cork and Queenstown are tlio general 
markets for the oysters dredged here. 

For the extending and improving the oyster fisheries 
generally, I would propose to the Fishery Commissioners 
for their deliberation, and I am sure for their full 
approval also, loans of money easily obtained for the 
purchase of stock, tiles, (he., for the saving of 6paton the 
best and most scientific principles, tending to raise them 
by millions, and bring them within the reach of all. 
The poor man should not be forgotten if the loan was 
granted. I would suggest that ho should get a portion 
equal to his wants, for monding his boat and gear, and 
raise him out of tlio poverty that many of his class are 
sunk in. Our rulers should keep a friendly and watch- 
ful eye on our fishermen, furnishing as they do annually, 
so many hardy sailors to our fleet. 



22nd January, 186S. 



John Smith. 



Bed No. 07 . — River Shannon. 

Sib, — In reply to your circular of the 27th December 
last, requiring a statement of what I have done in refer- 
ence to the licence granted to mo on the lOtli of July 
last, with an account of the results that have followed, 
I beg to state that I have had the shore buoyed accord- 
ing to the map supplied to me, and that I have occasion- 
ally dredged for oysters with varying success, and that 
I have reasonable prospect that the fishery will become 
valuable in time, the present price of oysters in this 
county being about 2s. Gd. the hundred. Tlio hod will 
probably require replenishing. 

I have taken the opinion of Mr. Buckland on the 
fisheries, and probable result after replenishing them, 
and have delayed this reply in hopes of getting his 
opinion, which I have not got as yet, hut if 1 receive it 
in time I will forward it to the Board. 

F. Sandes. 

15th February, 1868. 



Bed No. 78 . — Roaringwater Bay. 

Sib, — I beg to apologize for not replying sooner to 
your circular of tlio 27th December last, which hasbeeu 
occasioned by various unavoidable circumstances. 

In reply to your request on the part of the Com- 
missioners of Sea Fisheries, that I would furnish the 
Board with a statement of my proceedings in reference 
to the licence granted tome on the 16 th July last, I j 
1>CT to state that having selected several acres of ground * 
which appeared, the most suitable for the formation of 
a bed, I have laid down thereon as many oysters as I have 
at present been able to procure, and hope shortly to lay 
down more. 

I also hope when visiting London in the conrse of the 
coming spring or summer, to obtain information as to 
best mode of proceeding in reference to propagating 
oysters on this very rough and boisterous coast. 

Thomas Hicks. 

February 13 th, 186S. 
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Bed No. 29. 

o J^ - r I r am in recei .P t of your circular requesting an 
pastyear^ ° 1)eratl0ns in °y ster culture during tile 

my , last re P 0rt t0 you I stated that I was then 
about making an experiment on a small scale, on the 
process now so successfully carried out by the South of 
England Oyster Company at Hayling Island, under the 
able management of Mr. Hart, by forming reservoirs or 
tanks inside my embankment (having reclaimed some 
years ago about 200 acres from the sea). In the early 
part of the month of March last year I commenced the 
t 1 f 8 i th r a “ two montlls finished two tanks, 
and before the 1st of May stocked them with oysters of 
various ages, from one to seven years, on a hard shhmly 
bottom. In the month of Juno I laid down hurdles 
and tiles for the spat to adhere to, and, in fact, I spared 
no trouble or expense in completing these tanks in the 
most improved manner, which are supplied by means 
of sluices and a tube by which the water can be cou- 
\ eyed into the tanks through an empty hogshead, half 
filled with small stones for the purpose of filtration, 
almost every tide if necessary. All are so situated 
that not a drop of fresh water, except in rain, can enter 
them, 1 having been informed that oysters will breed 
only m pure salt water ; and in addition carried out 
the other conditions for the successful propagation of 
oysters according to Mr. Frank BuckJand’s instructions 
kindly supplied to me : — 

1. Heat. 

2. Tranquillity. 

3. No wind. 

4. Clean cultcli. 

5. No current of water. 

I formed the tanks in the warmest and most sheltered 
part of the ground inside my embankment where the 
sun had full power. I also tried the experiment of 
placing a melon frame in a part of a tank, covering 
some oysters with the appliances for collecting spat, 
under the full rays of the sun, and where the water 
reached one degree beyond any other part of the tank 
as my caretaker tried the temperature of the water in’ 
both tanks, as well as outside the embankment in the 
open sea, every week during the months of July and 
August, aud I find by his memorandum the average 



My marketable oysters continue to give the same Appendix. 
satisfaction as stated in my former reports to your „ ... — 7 
Commissioners They readily bring se/en shillings a 
hundred, the flavour being fine; but some persons ° y B1 
object to the size being too iarge. 

(Signed), Edmond Power. 

29th February, 1868. 

E. Hornsby esq., 

&c., &c. 



Bed No. 35. 

March 5th, 1868. 

Dear Sir,— In consequence of a delay in forwarding 
your circular from Ireland and my absence from home, 
I have been unable to reply at an earlier date. 

I have the pleasure now to report, for the informa- 
tion of the Commissioners, that I have expended on the 
licensed beds during the present season between £4,000 
and £o,000 ; and as this has been entirely laid out in 
labour amongst a peasantry where much poverty existed, 
rmf beeu a S reat k°°n to the neighbourhood. 

There has been rather more than the average spat 
fallen this season, and the quality, from the more 
2-eneral Wnrkino. : , 



general working on the beds, has also improved. 
I regret to say the prejudice e ' " 



For July — 

In tho tanka. In tho open sea. 

84 Max. 61 Min. 77 Mm. 08 Min. 

To August — 

85 Max. 76 Min. 81 Max. 74 Min. 



My oysters are all living and thriving, but I am 
sorry to say the only result I can discover as to the 
breeding is a fall of the saddle or crow oyster spat. 

Being determined to persevere in my experiments, 
I intend constructing a tank for lobster culture, and 
still hope for success in my experiments for oysters of 
last year. 



x xej-ieu w say me prejudice existing amongst the 
people has prevented me talcing advantage of the per- 
mission of the Commissioners to fish duriug part of the 
close season, for the stocking of the licensed beds. I 
could only, therefore, fish ou a few spots not usually 
fished by them. J 

But the wisdom of the granting such permission. has 
been most abundantly proved to everyone near those 
spots, it being apparent to all that, on the commence- 
ment of the open season, the brood was much more 

abundant, and of afar superior quality in those places 

m fact, as good as on the licensed beds where it had 
been worked. The fishing on those spots kept them 
clean, and cleared them of the accumulations of filth, 
and weeds, and decayed and putrid substances, as well 
as removed that numerous tribe of animals that feed on 
spat, and are harboured in such filth ; and I believe 
that this proof must do something towards removing 
the prejudice to which I have referred. 

I see no diminution in tho produce on the public beds 
adjacent : the price and quality are both an improve- 
ment on last year. 

The greatest drawback to the cultivation, to any 
great extent, of the Irish oyster fisheries, consists in the 
unprincipled manner in which the licensed beds are 
plundered, the very great difficulty in obtaining a 
conviction, and the consequent very heavy expense of 
numerous watchmen and boats, to be obtained from 
other and distant places. 

I have the honour to be, dear sir, 

Your very obedient servant, 

George Austin. 



Edward Hornsby, esq., 

Secretary, Board of Works, Dublin. 



Appendix, No. 7. 



Irish Sea Fishery Company (Limited). 



Dublin, 21st January, 1868. 

Dear Sir, — I had the pleasure last year to forward 
you an account of the proceedings of this Company, and 
I now beg to give you an outline of our transactions for 
the past year. 

My anticipations for curing operations have proved 
correct, and Irish cured herrings are now coming into 
general consumption, and had the season unfortunately 
not been a very bad one both for quantity and quality 
of fish, this Company would have been enabled to cure 
very largely, thereby giving a great impetus to the 
fisheries from the certainty that a safe and profitable 
market existed for the sale of the fisherman’s produce ; 
as it was, we cured nearly 1,400 barrels of herrings, and 



I am happy to be able to report, that even at this ear 
period of the season we have disposed of more than ha 
In October last, we exported nearly 300 barrels 
cured herrings to Scotland, and found a ready sale 
fully 25 per cent, higher prices than we could have tin 
purchased best crown branded Scotch herrings. This is 
new feature in the business, and gives great euconrag 
ment for future operations both in Scotland and on tl 
Continent. But the latter can only bo successful 
carried out under the protection of a government bran 
and until this is effected it would be unsafe to ventu 
on shipments. 

With regard to manufacturing red herrings, kippe 
and bloaters, we have done a large and steadily i 

F 2 
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Company 
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creasing business, and notwithstanding the popular Irish 
prejudice in favour of a large red herring, we arc 
evidently gaining a trade from the superior quality of 
the Howili herring. 

In July last, I suggested the idea of direct steam 
communication between Idowth and Holyhead, and the 
Directors of this Company entered into an arrangement 
with the London and North-Western Railway for through 
rates to all parts of England, and put on their screw 
steamer Shark on the line. The result has been most 
satisfactory, and numbers of English buyers now make 
Howth their head quarters, and are enabled to get tlieir 
fish delivered within twenty-four hours of being caught, 
and at far less expense, and with much greater certainty 
than w'ttDublin. The greatly increased competition has 
had a most beneficial effect upon prices which were 
certainly increased fully 20 per cent. 

With regard to the fishing generally, it has been 
perhaps the worst season ever experienced, both with re- 
gard to the mackerel and theherring fisheries, principally 
caused by continuous bad weather. But the result has 
more than ever convinced me that in a business where an 
owner has to follow his boat from Kinsale to Arklow, from 
Arklow to Howth, thence to Carlingford and Ardglass, 
and back again to Howth, that in this country, where the 
fishermen have not the means to buy boats and gear, 
it is only by means of public Companies owning not 
less than sixteen or twenty boats, that the fisheries can 
be properly carried out. It will not pay a party to in- 
vest iii one or two boats, and incur the expense of 
following the boats, as he must do if he wishes them to he 
properly worked. 

1 have watched with much interest the proceedings 
of the Committee on Mr. Blake’s Bill, and do not regret 
that even as amended it did not become law, because I 
feel that the most important point of all, and that is, the 
enactment of some stringent regulations relative to the 
fishermen was comparatively not touched upon. 

The proposal for a form of agreement will in practice 
be found to be a nullity, for as a general rule the fisher- 
men employed in the herring and mackerel fisheries, 
will not sign any form of agreement, and for this reason, 
that unfortunate habits of intemperance among a great 
number of the fishermen have caused them to desire con- 
stant, almost weekly change of boats; and that it is 
simply a question on Monday morning, as to what 
skipper will give most drink, to induce men whom 
you have been feeding for weeks to desert their employ- 
ment, and thus they go from one boat to another serving 
the new master as they have done all former ones ; 
under such a system there is no identity of interest, and 
the men become reckless of damage done to their em- 
ployer’s property. 

Feeling convinced that some immediate steps ought 
to be taken-to protect the interests of those who have 
invested their capital in the fisheries and to encourage 
their extension, I have after the most careful considera- 
tion come to the conclusion that it can only be met by 
some stringent legislative enactment, and would suggest 
a clause to the following effect, in any new Bill which 
may be brought forward. 

“ That the clause as amended in Mr. Blake’s Bill shall 
be part of a new Bill with the following addition, viz : 

That failing the signing of an agreement between 
the owners of boats and the fishermen, the act of shipping 
in a fishing boat shall be construed into an agreement 
for not less than twenty-eight days, with seven days’ 
notice of the intention of the fisherman to leave his 
employment.” 

If this is done a great impetus will bo given to the 
fisheries, and an incalculable benefit conferred on every- 
one connected with them, for I am sorry to say this 
system of drinking is demoralizing the men and wholly 
changing the character they once had ; nothing but the 
protection I have suggested can remedy matters. 

I have the honour to be, sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Robert Forster, 

General Manager. 



91, South Mall, Cork, 
5th February, 1868. 

Dear Sir, 

In compliance with your request I have made a few 
notes of our doings as a company, and have to apologize- 
for not having sent it before this, but I have been°en- 
gaged on very important business which absorbed all 
my time. I have also to apologize for the crude way 
in which I have jotted them, but trust that you will 
glean from them some little matter that may be of use 
in the object you have in view. 

I remain, dear sir, 

Very faithfully yours, 
Georgb PuitcKLr,, 

Secretary. 

James Redmond Barry, esq. 



South of Ireland Fishing Company. 

This company was established in December, 1865, 
under the conditions of the Joint Stock Companies’ 
Act. 

In the spring of 1866, when the company commenced 
operations, mackerel were most abundant on the coast, 
and, notwithstanding that a large fleet of fishing vessels 
from the Isle of Man, Cornwall, Dublin, Ac., together 
with the local vessels were all engaged in mackerel 
fishing, good prices ruled for nearly the entire season, 
which lasted about nine weeks, and this, we believe 
was merely owing to the facilities given buyers for 
procuring ice, a large cargo having been imported by 
the company, which was sold at the wharf at a moderate 
price, and enabled the dealers to doliver the fish in good 
condition in the different markets through the United 
Kingdom. 

The spring of 1867 was unusually severe, and 
although it was known for several weeks that mackerel 
were in abundance off the coast, continuous gales of 
wind prevented the fishermen shooting their nets, ami 
as invariably follows, the frequent gales drove the 
mackerel off this coast; the shoals were broken up, and 
they were subsequently taken in enormous quantities 
on the Cornish coast. Owing to those circumstances 
the spring fishing out of Kinsale for the past year was 
the worst known for many years. 

Since the company commenced operations, herrings 
have been very scarce on the coast, and the haddock 
seem to have disappeared. Very few of either have 
been taken, but the fishermen arc quite satisfied that 
the herrings will again and again visit our coast, and 
that the haddock will follow in their wake. 

At the close of the mackerel season the men are 
employed atlong line fishing or herring fishing, accord- 
ing to circumstances. During the past winter hake 
has been very plenty, and the prices obtained far 
beyond the usual average. Though this latter branch 
of fishing is not very remunerative to the company, the 
fishermen are greatly benefited by it. 

The vessels of the company being sea-worthy and 
well found, the men are able to continue at sea a greater 
number of days in each month than heretofore, and 
their proportion of the receipts for fish being large, they 
have been earning fair wages. 

It being all important to have ice on the spot for 
packing mackerel, the company have converted one of 
tlieir stores into an ice-house, and have ordered a large 
cargo for the coming season. 

The property of the company at present consists of 
sixteen vessels full found in mackerel nets, herring nets, 
long Hues, Ac. 

The success of the company has been variable, as 
such operations necessarily are ; but, remembering that 
the past year was the worst for fishing known on the 
coast for many years, the result may be deemed satis- 
factory. The average dividend paid on the two years’ 
operations lias been 10 per cent, per annum, with a 
balance of £1,131 18s. Id. to credit. 
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Dbae <3 ra Kinsale, 29th January, 1868. 

The general oirenm.tanee. of ibis place as one of tl,e 
most important falling towns in Ireland, tile centre of 
“ '-'Tf™* “ d tl,e ^-quarters of a wealthy 

““S company, have, in addition to a 
c^mO f P u o lf o t l0 , ail ; W01 ' M *0 qoofieo and the special 
epoit furnished by the Inspecting Commander, induced 

vonrh,atc°n “T « 0rdi "“7 attention to eodeo- 

tld m “ des “ u ‘ 10n . »lmh prevails at present in 
this iocahty among the Ashing classes. I have known 

Sme ™ t”™ f ‘ c,nl "y- “ d »* «» former 

time have I ever seen it in a mere miserable state. 

,.‘“7 be “ ,n Personal communication with the 



.■ i l'7 c ' nuu communication with the 

piaotieai managers of tbe “ South of Ireland Pishing 

been Inmied l bey r f buiit ? 10 st “™ *“«■> l“S 



r „ i ’ i \ J leouiis me stores winch had 

been burned down ; they have taken another extensive 
teSe 1 ’ Jw 61 ’ 7 a ? overnraent dock-yard, with ex- 
and , st0rage , ; tbe J liave constructed 
an ice-honse ; they have ordered a large cargo of 

ve^ofmal-'inl'tT ^ g °^S a VGry fiue additional 

Gvo th , S tbeir P r f ent fleet sixteen ; they have 



A ,i i 1 , euL fieet sixteen • they have 

live thousand substantial new boxes ready for the next 
season of mackerel, for the capture of which they have 
every necessary appliance in the way of gear and im- 
plements. The sad and melancholy deficiency is in 
man. they have, with rare exceptions, a depraved 
demorabMd, drunken community of operatives, incor- 
rign.iy debased men and women generally. The time 
was when the fisherman who committed 7 his eatings 

fL rn r 113 fe ' n , ae hel P mate > was sure to find 

hem applied to useful and necessary purposes— was 
generally sure to find a comfortable, though an humble 

we 1 ieaied. Such scenes are now but the exceptions, 
and generally one finds misery, wretchedness, beastly 
drunkenness, and most among tbe women. J 

xj 1 ? com P a .?y’ 8 managers have been free to admit 
that those evils now exist to a much greater decree 
than before the company was formed, and it is a°sad 
reflection to think that even those intelligent persons 
are ready to trace to the change much of the improvi- 
dence winch prevails ; formerly most respectable fisher- 
men were either the owners or part owners of the boats 
m which they worked. It was an object of ambition 
to increase one s property in tbe boat, and it stimulated 
industry and a desire to save; and although each man 
generally earns more money now than under the former 
system, there is the absence of an immediate object for 
vvh.ch to save ; the wages are given to the wives, or 
rather the earnings, for the company deal most liberally 
with them on shares ; but they often say what are we 
but servants, slaves, and tbe public-house is the only 
depository resorted to. 

All parties suffer— nobody has reason to be satisfied 
—and there unhappily prevails among all classes an 
utter hopelessness of any remedy. 

I regret to think that in that change which I so 
ardently desired to promote, I can, myself/ trace some 
of the evil I consider the case in some respects ana- 
logous to the transition among agriculturists, from the 
class of small holders to that of labourers, under the 
consolidation system ; the produce of the land may 
have increased, the skill of the labourers with improved 
implements and skilled direction may have advanced 
but the labourers of the present time, though perhaps 
better off, feel themselves to be without a stake— with- 
out an object for more than a bare existence : they are 
neither so provident nor so trustworthy as the cottiers 
ot old. But I should be sorry to despond altogether • 
there is a remedy, and I had long since suggested it to 
this same company ; there is a want of discipline, a 
want of moral control in the management ; they have 
it is true, a most respectable secretary resident in Cork’ 
who, doubtless, manages their financial concerns. They 



have at head-quarters two very intelligent and respect- Appendix. 

able practical men who fully understands everything 

connected with vessels, with gear, and wiih fishingl , Son . t ^ re - 

but there i. no morel control, and I have been told 

thoee persons that the control of a most amiable IWol 1 7 

ot their own faith is wholly disregarded. I have seen 

and conferred with this best and holiest of men : lie is 

persuaded that there is much exaggeration, but he is 

obliged to admit that the monster evil prevails to a 

most deplorable extent, and most especially amoDg tbe 

women. He Las communicated with a body of Sisters 

ot Mercy-perhaps the most remarkable for tl.eir great 

piety and indefatigable exertions— ladies of the very 

highest order of mental acquirement j they are quite 

willing to do all they can, but feel that they can do but 

little with such persons. 

Some of the most intelligent and truly benevolent 
heads of the company have long felt and deeply de- 
plored tins state of things, and in the course of last 
season I was consulted about finding a well qualified 
pernn to assume the office of resident moral Governor 
or Superintendent. It struck me that some retired 
ofheer of the Navy, who had filled the office of Inspect- 
ing Commander, with the education and feelings of a 
gentleman, and the heart of a Christian, would be best 
suited for the duty, and after taking some trouble among 
the order, I found one who, so far as I could judge from 

testimonials and correspondence (for I never saw him) 
seemed quite unexceptionable ; but, from what cause I 
cannot tell, it was never consummated, and the evil 
grows. 

It is now so bad in tbe town that a nnmber of re- 
spectab e gentlemen have been meeting for the purpose 
ot establishing a refreshment establishment, where 
coffee, soups, and dinners may be procured at a 
minimum price, it being quite notorious that the pur- 
suit of fishing being especially cold and comfortless 
requires more than ordinary exhilaration, and at pre- 
sent the public-house is the only resource. I have 
Strongly recommended this as a palliation, and an 
influential meeting was held this day for its promotion - 
but, without moral government of the company’s affairs 
by a constant resident, all will not do, and I have 
plainly told some of them that without it they had 
much better prepare for dissolution or wind up. 

Some trial boats have already found mackerel on the 
grounds, and there are some indications of a favourable 
season. 

The English buyers, and tbe Welsh and Manx fisher- 
men have already signified their approach ; but I was 
very sorry to hear a most unfavourable character from 
unprejudiced persons of the people of the Isle of Man. 

In Howth they have been much more unexception- 
able than the Scotch, but here the converse is asserted. 

,, Tlie , c ° ra P aa y have been paying their expenses 
through the winter by the inshore and cod fishery, but 
through the whole season there have not been more 
than a score haddock taken, which produced fabulous 
prices. They are very badly off for even muscle bait, 
and though the harbour is peculiarly well calculated 
for the formation of muscle beds, like all the rest of 
Ireland, in no single instance has there been a case 
where the 13th section of the 5th and 6th Victoria 
cap. 106, has been availed of. I expect that the com- 
pany will he induced to make an application for per- 
mission to form beds in tbe harbour, and as tbe power 
has never been exercised, I beg to suggest that it be 
referred to the solicitor to say whether there is any 
objection under subsequent enactments, or tbe Oyster 
Fishery Laws to such applications being entertained. 

.Cork was never so badly supplied with fish ; every- 
thing good is sent to Dublin, and the weather lias been 
very wild. 

J. Redmond Barry. 

E. Hornsby, esq., Secretary, 

Board of Public Works. 
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creasing business, and notwithstanding the popular Irish 
prejudice in favour of a large red herring, wo are 
evidently gaining a trade from the superior quality of 
the Howth herring. 

In July last, i suggested the idea of direct steam 
communication between Howth and Holyhead, and the 
Directors of this Company entered into an arrangement 
with the London and North-Western Sail way for through 
rates to all parts of England, and put on their screw 
steamer Shark on the line. The result lias been most 
satisfactory, and numbers of English, buyers now make 
Howth their head quarters, and are enabled to get their 
fish delivered within twenty-four hours of being caught, 
and at far less expense, and with much greater certainty 
than Wd Dublin. The greatly increased competition has 
had a most beneficial effect upon prices which were 
certainly increased fully 20 per cent. 

With regard to the fishing generally, it has beeu 
perhaps the worst season ever experienced, both with re- 
gard to the mackerel and theherring fisheries, principally 
caused by continuous bad weather. But the result has 
more than ever convinced me that in a business where an 
owner has to follow his boat from Kinsale to Arklow,from 
Arlclow to Howth, thence to Carlingford and Arc! glass, 
and back again to Howth, that in this country, where the 
fishermen have not the means to buy boats and gear, 
it is only by means of public Companies owning not 
less than sixteen or twenty boats, that the fisheries can 
be properly carried out. It will not pay a party to in- 
vest in one or two boats, and incur the expense of 
following the boats, as he must do if he wishes them to be 
properly worked. 

1 have watched with much interest the proceedings 
of the Committee on Mr. Blake’s Bill, and do not regret 
that even as amended it did not becomo law, because I 
feel that the most important point of all, and that is, the 
enactment of some stringent regulations relative to the 
fishermen was comparatively not touched upon. 

The proposal for a form of agreement will in practice 
be found to be a nullity, for as a general rule the fisher- 
men employed in the herring and mackerel fisheries, 
will not sign any form of agreement, and for this reason, 
that unfortunate habits of intemperance among a great 
number of the fishermen have caused them to desire con- 
stant, almost weekly change of boats ; and that it is 
simply a question on Monday morning, as to what 
skipper will give most drink, to induce men whom 
you have been feeding for weeks to desert their employ- 
ment, and thus they go from one boat to another serving 
the new master as they have done all former ones ; 
under such a system there is no identity of interest, and 
the men become reckless of damage done to their em- 
ployer’s property. 

Peeling convinced that some immediate steps ought 
to be taken to protect the interests of those who have 
invested their capital in the fisheries and to encourage 
their extension, I have after the most careful considera- 
tion come to the conclusion that it can only be met by 
some stringent legislative enactment, and would suggest 
a clause to the following effect, in any new Bill which 
may be brought forward. 

“ That the clause as amended in Mr. Blake’s Bill shall 
be part of anew Bill with the following addition, viz: 

“That failing the signing of an agreement between 
the owners of boats and the fishermen, the act of shipping 
in a fishing boat shall be construed into an agreement 
for not less than twenty-eight days, with seven days’ 
notice of the intention of the fisherman to leave his 
employment.” 

If this is done a great impetus will bo given to the 
fisheries, and an incalculable benefit conferred on every- 
one connected with them, for I am sorry to say this 
system of drinking is demoralizing the men and wholly 
changing the character they once had ; nothing but the 
protection I have suggested can remedy matters. 

I have the honour to be, sir. 

Your obedient servant, 

Robert Forster, 

General Manager. 



91, South Mall, Cork, 
5th February, 18G8. 

Dear Sir, 

In compliance with your request I have made a few 
notes of our doings as a company, and have to apologize 
for not having sent it before this, but I have been en- 
gaged on very important business which absorbed all 
my time. I have also to apologize for the crude way 
in which I have jotted them, but trust that you will 
glean from them some little matter that may be of use 
in the object you have in view. 

I remain, dear sir, 

Very faithfully yours, 
Georue Purceli,, 

Secretary. 

James Redmond Barry, esq. 



South of Ireland Fishing Company. 

This company was established in December, 1865, 
under the conditions of the Joint Stock Companies’ 
Act. 

In the spring of 18C6, when the company commenced 
operations, mackerel wore most abundant on the coast, 
and, notwithstanding that a large fleet of fishing vessels 
from the Isle of Man, Cornwall, Dublin, itc., together 
with the local vessels were all engaged in mackerel 
fishing, good prices ruled for nearly the entire seasou, 
which lasted about nine weeks, and this, we believe 
was merely owing to the facilities given buyers for 
procuring ice, a largo cargo having been imported by 
the company, which was sold at (he wharf at a moderate 
price, and enabled the dealers to deliver the fish in good 
condition in tho difl'ercnt markets through the United 
Kingdom. 

Tho spring of 1867 was unusually severe, and 
although it was known forsovcral weeks that mackerel 
were in abundance off tlio coast, continuous gales of 
wind prevented the fishermen shooting their nets, ami 
as invariably follows, tho frequent gales drove tlio 
mackerel off this coast; the shoals were broken up, ami 
they were subsequently taken in enormous quantities 
on tho Cornish coast. Owing to these circumstances 
the spring fishing out of Kinsalo for the past year was 
the worst known for many years. 

Since the company commenced operations, herrings 
have been very scarce on the coast, and the haddock 
seem to have disappeared. Very few of either have 
been taken, but the fishermen are quite satisfied that 
the herrings will again and again visit our coast, and 
that the haddock will follow in their wake. 

At the close of tho mackerel season the men are 
employed at long line fishing or herring fishing, accord- 
ing to circumstances. During the past winter hake 
lias been very plenty, and the prices obtained far 
beyond the usual average. Though this latter branch 
of fishing is not very remunerative to the company, the 
fishermen are greatly benefited by it. 

The vessels of tho company being sea-worthy and 
well found, tho men are able to continue at sea a greater 
number of days in each month than heretofore, and 
their proportion of the receipts for fish being large, they 
have been earning fair wages. 

It being all important to have ice on tho spot for 
packing mackerel, tho company have converted one of 
their stores into an ice-house, and have ordored a large 
cargo for the coming season. 

_ The property of the company at present consists of 
sixteen vessels full found in mackerel nets, herring nets, 
long lines, &c. 

The success of the company has been variable, as 
such operations necessarily are ; but, remembering that 
the past year was tho worst for fishing known on the 
coast for many years, the result may be deemed satis- 
factory. The average dividend paid on tho two years’ 
operations has been 10 per cent, per annum, with a 
balance of £1,131 18s. Id. to credit. 
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Dbie Kinsale, 29tl1 January, 1S6S. 

_ S®"* 1 ,™”a‘anc M of this place „ „„„ „ f lLe 

most important fislimg towns in Ireland, tin centre of 
» iniportant , d 1 str , ot and tbe head-quarters of a wealthy 
“'"S company, have, in addition to I 
s "T* ?a tbB , "* wer * tofneries and the special 
eport furnished by tile Inspecting Commander, induced 
TOnrhJr° te moe ‘‘ , “ n “<lmary attention to endea- 
vonnug to unravel the oanses of the most intense state 
.Id S’ * de, “"!‘ 0 "> pnmuls at present in 

Ki“^ C “f' ty ““"f 7 S?'" s 1 blown 

Einsale for more than half a ccntnry, and at no former 
time have I ever seen it in a more miserable state, 
or : T bSen ln I J f sonaI communication with the 



, ““ pcioouiu communication with the 

mactical managers of the “South of I, eland Fishing 
tSJj, ‘S 7 SS r ,' buil ‘ ! b * stmB tvhich had 



i. J ’ , “ j iBouui; me stores which had 

Sue, b “7 d ‘ °T n : ‘i'J blve talt ' n »“U>» extensive 
concern, formerly a Government dock-yard, with ex- 

an icelm, ?/^? and , stora S e j they have constructed 
an ice-house ; they have ordered a large cargo of 

vessel* the J - have gotte S a very filie addifional 
fiv , ,i’ t , he ’ 1 ' pi 'f ent fleet sixteen ; they have 

live thousand substantial new boxes ready for the next 
season of mackerel, for the capture of which they have 
every necessary appliance in the way of gear and im- 
plements. The sad and melancholy deficiency is in 
man. They have, with rare exceptions, a depraved 
demoralized, drunken community of operatives; incor- 
n 0 iiny debased men and women generally. The time 
was when the fisherman who committed his earnings 
to the care of his female helpmate, was sure to find 
1 l l pP liecl to useful and necessary purposes-was 
oeneially sure to find a comfortable, though an humble 
home; change of clothes for himself, and his children 
we 1 1 eared. Such scenes are now but the exceptions 
and generally one finds misery, wretchedness, beastly 
drunkenness, and most among the women. J 

thof C ° Ulpa ? y ’ s mana g ers have been free to admit 
that those evils now exist to a much greater degree 
than before the company was formed, and it is a sad 
reflection to think that even those intelligent persons 
are ready to trace to the change much of the improvi- 
dence which prevails ; formerly most respectable fisher- 
men were either the owners or part owners of the boats 



m which they worked. It was an object of ambition 
to increase ones property in the boat, and it stimulated 
industry and a desire to save j and although each man 
generally earns more money now than under the former 
system, there is the absence of an immediate object for 
which to save ; the wages are given to the wives, or 
rather the earnings, for the company deal most liberally 
with them on shares ; but they often say what are we 
but servants, slaves, and the public-house is the only 
depository resorted to. 

All parties suffer— nobody has reason to be satisfied 
—and there unhappily prevails among all classes an 
utter hopelessness of any remedy. 

I regret to think that in that change which I so 
ardenUy desired to promote, I can, myself,' trace some 
ot the evil I consider the case in some respects ana- 
logous to the transition among agriculturists, from the 
class of small holders to that of labourers, under the 
consolidation system ; the produce of the land may 
have increased, the skill of the labourers with improved 
implements and skilled direction may have advanced 
but the labourers of the present time, though perhaps 
beiter off, feel themselves to be without a stake— with- 
out an object for more than a bare existence : they are 
nmther so provident nor so trustworthy as the cottiers 
ot old. But I should be sorry to despond altogether ; 
there is a remedy, and I had long since suggested it to 
this same company ■ there is a want of discipline a 
wa,nt of moral control in the management ; they have 
it is true, a most respectable secretary resident in Cork’ 
who, doubtless, manages their financial concerns. They 



have at head-quarters two very intelligent and respect- Appendix. 

able practical men who fully understands everything 

connected with vessels, with gear, and with fishing; 

but there is no moral control, and I have been told by Company 8 

those persons that the control of a most amiable Pastor P 7 

of their own faith is wholly disregarded. I have seen 

and conferred with this best and holiest of men ; he is 

persuaded that there is much exaggeration, but he is 

obliged to admit that the monster evil prevails to a 

most deplorable extent, and most especially among the 

women. He has communicated with a body of Sisters 

ot Mercy— perhaps the most remarkable for their great 

piety and indefatigable exertions— ladies of the very 

highest order of mental acquirement ; they are quite 

wilhng to do all they can, but feel that they can do but 

tittle with such persons. 

Some of the most intelligent and truly benevolent 
lieatls of the company have long felt and deeply de- 
plored this state of things, and in the course of last 
season I was consulted about finding a well qualified 
person to assume the office of resident moral Governor 
or Superintendent. It struck me that some retired 
officer of the Navy, who had filled the office of Inspect- 
ing Commander, with the education and feelings of a 
gentleman, and the heart of a Christian, would be best 
suited for the duty, and after taking some trouble among 
the order, I found one who, so far as I could judge from 
testimonials and correspondence (for I never saw him) 
seemed quite unexceptionable ; hut, from what cause I 
"rows 46 ’ lt WaS never consl| mmated, and the evil 

It is now so bad in the town that a number of re- 
spectab o gentlemen have been meeting for the purpose 
ot establishing a refreshment establishment, where 
coffee, soups, and dinners may be procured at a 
minimum price, it being quite notorious that the pur- 
suit of fishing being especially cold and comfortless 
requires more than ordinary exhilaration, and at pre- 
sent the public-house is the only resource. I have 
strongly recommended this as a palliation, and an 
influential meeting was held this day for its promotion • 
but, without moral government of the company’s affairs 
by a constant resident, all will not do, and I have 
plainly told some of them that without it they had 
much better prepare for dissolution or wind up. 

Some trial boats have already found mackerel on the 
grounds, and there are somo indications of a favourable 
season. 

The English buyers, and the Welsh and Manx fisher- 
men have already signified their approach ; but I was 
very sorry to hear a most unfavourable character from 
unprejudiced persons of the people of the Isle of Man. 

In Howth they have been much more unexception- 
able than the Scotch, but here the converse is asserted. 

The company have been paying their expenses 
through the winter by the inshore and cod fishery but 
through the whole season there have not been more 
than a score haddock taken, which produced fabulous 
prices. They are very badly off for even muscle bait 
and though the harbour is peculiarly well calculated 
for the formation of muscle beds, like all the rest of 
Ireland, in no single instance has there been a case 
•where the 13th section of the 5th and 6th Victoria 
cap. 106, has been availed of. I expect that the com- 
pany will he induced to make an application for per- 
mission to form beds in the harbour, and as the power 
has never been exercised, I beg to suggest that it be 
referred to the solicitor to say whether there is any 
objection under subsequent enactments, or the Oyster 
Fishery Laws to such applications being entertained. 

Cork was never so badly supplied with fish ; every- 
thing good is sent to Dublin, and the weather has been 
very wild. 

J. Redmond Barry. 

E. Hornsby, esq., Secretary, 

Board of Public Works. 
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Report of Commander Jones, 

Sib, — I have tlio honour to transmit herewith an 
amended fishery return for the Kitisale Division. 

1. It will be borne in mind that for the previous two 
years I have forwarded tho Station Officers’ Reports in 
extenso. I did so because I was unable to reconcile 
their various and conflicting statements, and, too little 
experience of the fisheries here for my own opinions to 
be of any value. 

I have, however, paid considerable attention to tho 
whole subject during the last two years, and have 
recently put myself into personal communication with 
all tho fishing gentlemen as well as working owners in 
this district, and the report is the result of their expe- 
rience, and my own opinion. 

2. I cannot too strongly recommend the appointment 
of such person as is recommended in Answer 13, and in 
as far as the desirability of collecting statistical infor- 
mation and local opinion is concerned, the necessity is 
constantly increasing, because, whereas until recently, 
an Inspecting Commander, on first coming to a division, 
had the experience of the Station Officers to guide his 
report ; . now they are so constantly changing that 
their opinion is of no value. For instance, of the nine 
station officers in this division seven have been moved 
during the last four months, and are replaced by men 
for the most part profoundly ignorant of tho whole 
subject. 



n.N., on the Kins are District, 

3. Also, I am assured that Government could, i tt 
many ways, give most valuable assistance to ’the 
fisheries. For instance — 

(a.) Officers commanding small war vessels should 
have orders to assist fish vessels in every way, espe- 
cially in distress — (quite tho contrary ‘is the’ usual 
practice). 

(6.) Government vessels— gun-boats — should ho sent 
out to discover fresh fish rendezvous by fishing on cer- 
tain Hues (as Surveyors do!, and ascertain the present 
location of particular fish. In other places the cloud 
of fishing vessels who make such discoveries for them- 
selves renders such Government assistance unnecessary. 

(o.) By tho formation of at least one oyster fishery 
by artificial hods, a little capital would, by example 
and tlic employment of men, give a great impetus. 

(d.) A Government vessel might trawl (in deep 
water) until a good trawling gromnl was found. 

4. All my researches go to prove that the fish arc in 
tho sea to as great an amount as formerly, hut the kinds 
most plentiful have changed, and on the ivludo have 
moved farther out to sea, and the fishermen have lost 
the ability and the energy necessary to making new 
fishing grounds, and remaining farther out to sea. 

Charles G. Joshs, 

Inspecting Commander. 

December 20th, 1867. 



No. 2 Keeobt on Alimov Oystee I’ehbuks from Hnaomtoi of Annum. 



Arklow, 10th January, 1 868. 

Sir, — I feel much pleasure in sending you the follow- 
ing report on the oyster fishery of this town up to the 
31st ult., in continuation of my report, dated the 23rd 
of last May. 

Oyster dredging for this short after-season com- 
menced on the 1st of October and was discontinued on 
the 24th of that month, owing to the circumstance of 
herrings having been brought in on that day, when tho 
winter herring fishing began. This latter fishing was 
brought to a close on the 10th ult., and oyster dredging 
was again resumed, and finally ended for the year 1°SG7 
on the 21st ult. 

The total quantity of oysters taken, during the two 
short periods above mentioned, was 9,160 barrels, and 
the average price at which they sold was 10s. 6 d. per 
barrel nearly, the total sum which they realized being 
£4,050 exclusive of freight, packing, and carriage to 
railway. These oysters were disposed of as follows, 

London and Kent, . 4,160 barrels. 

Dublin and Clontarf, . 5,000 

. B y far the greater portion of those placed on the beds 
m the latter places are, after some time, disposed of in 
the English market, as Dublin itself is supplied, to some . 
extent, from other localises. 

. comparing my returns and figures for the year 
just closed with those for the previous year, it is very 
satisfactory to find an increase of not less than 10,134 
barrels m the total catch for 1867 over that for 1866 
It is equally satisfactory to find there was a correspond- 
ing increase in the sum total received in 1867 for 
oysters. I here insert the figures for the two years 



1866, total catch, 15,790 b 

1867, „ „ 25,924 



ds, realized 8,693 0 
„ 13,001 4 



Increase, 10,134 5 308 4 

I am clearly of opinion, sir, that this increase am 
returning prosperity in the oyster fishery is entirely dm 
to your fostering care in preventing over-dredgin<- 
There is great reason to believe that dr.edging on tliesi 
beds m September has heretofore done much injury tc 
the growth of oysters. J J 

Respecting the winter herring fishing just closed, ] 



am sorry to report it was not so productive as that of 
cither of the two previous winters. The total catch 
was only 16,000 mease, and the average price 11s. per 
measo, realizing a sum total of £8,300. 

Unfavourable weather for dredging has now forced 
the fishormcn into threo weeks’ unwilling idleness, but 
I liopo it will soon take a favourable change, so as to 
enable them to resume their useful industry. 

The large fishing fleet of this town is no.w in first-rate 
order, and well found in all necessary gear ; hut, fur 
the first time during several years, the building of new 
boats and enlarging of old ones has ceased, at least for 
the present. There are several causes combined that 
might bo stated to account for this ; the subject, how- 
ever, being outside the scope of my present report I 
have confined myself to stating the fact. 

It may not bo out of place, at this particular time, to 
state that this largo community of fishermen, always 
loyal and peaceable, were never more so than at the 
present j and that, as far as I am able to judge, they have 
not the slightest sympathy with tho cause which I 
regret to hear has been marked by serious crime oven in 
England, where they always find a sure reward for their 
peaceful industry— a ready market for at least three- 
fourths of all the oysters and herrings they can catch. 



I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

P. Maher. 



James Redmond Barry, esq., 
Commissioner of Fisheries, Dublin. 



Arklow, 2Sth February, 1868. 

Sir, — I Leg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
and its enclosure, of yesterday’s date ; also the chart ; 
and I now return tho latter, marked in pencil, as desired. 
Tho spaces marked and coloured, numbered respectively 
1, 2, 3, and 4, show tho position and extent of tho Old 
Oyster Beds, and the space coloured, extending from 
Mizeu Head to the Blackwater Lightship, Number 5, is 
that on which oysters of a very large sizo have lately 
been discovered. I had several of the most intelligent 
fishermen with me when marking this chart, and ft 
was, of course, on their information I have acted in the 
matter, and they tell me that in any part within the 
red lines referred to in which they have tried oysters 
were found, except within, the small space coloured. 
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Number 6. It appears, however, that oysters aro much 
more plenty in- some parts than in others, but all agree 
that oysters are to befound close to the Arklow banks 
in deep water. But I find, from what these men tell 
me, that there are small spots here and there on the old 
beds, which they cannot very clearly define as to situa- 
tion, on which they are unable to get oysters. 

Dredging since the commencement of this season was 
very much retarded by bad weather. On this week, 
however, the fishermen have done pretty well, and I 
expect, when I make up my returns, that I shall not 
find the total catch for the week much under 2,000 
barrels. The new ground has contributed largely to 
this, and the larger description of oysters found on it 
are in much request by local buyers, and the smaller 
ones got here and elsewhere are taken by English 
buyers. In fact, I believe both classes of buyers are 
pleased with their week’s purchase. 

We have several English buyers here now, and expect 
•some French buyers when the season advances a little, 
and all will be willingly supplied to the utmost extent. 
The beds can yield as they have been heretofore, and 
my returns and reports for the last five years show the 
result on these beds of trying to supply the great 
demand. The truth of my reports, sir, was fully borne 
out by the fishermen themselves, who came before you in 
April, 1865, and gave evidence on oath (evidence that 
they knew would doom them to two months unwilling 
idleness in each year) that these beds required rest from, 
over-dredging. The same state of things still exists ; 
and this being the case, all I have spoken to on the 
subject agree with me in thinking that any change in 
the. law by which a greater strain on these beds could 
take place would destroy them totally. I am told by 
one of the English buyers that this was the result of 
over dredging on one of the large English beds with 
which he was acquainted. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

P. Maher. 

Jas. Redmond Barry, esq., 

Dublin. 



London and Kent, . 

Dublin, Sutton, and Clontarf, . 
Holland, i.e,, Hamburg, . 
Beaumaris, . 

Carlingford, 



Arklow, 8th June, 1868. Appendi; 

S. 1 ®* — I feel great pleasure in sending you the fol- Oyster 
lowing report on the oyster fishery of this town, brought Fisheries, 
to a close last month. 

Oyster dredging this 'year commenced on the 27th of 
January and ended on the 15th of May. The total 
catch during this period was 21,644 barrels, and they 
were disposed of as follows, viz. : 

Barrels. 5 
8,110 
12,334 
710 
240 
250 

The sum total which they realized was £13,601 4s., 
showing the average price per barrel to have been 12s.' 

6f d. nearly. 

By far the greater part of these oysters were caught 
on the recently discovered beds, and they were mostly 
of a large size, and hence the reason the English 
buyers did not purchase so much this season as our 
local buyers. 

Great anxiety and uneasiness was felt here by the 
fishermen, and in fact by all men interested in the 
locality, respecting the Fisheries Bill, lately before Par- 
liament ; but now that the matter (as we are told) is 
left as heretofore altogether to the discretion of Her 
Majesty’s Commissioners of Fisheries in Ireland, the 
feeling is one of gratitude and thankfulness towards 
the Commissioners, who, from the commencement of 
this question, never relaxed their efforts until it was 
settled in a manner that will save our oyster beds from 
destruction— the inevitable fate that awaited them if 
the Bill passed unaltered, as at first proposed. All the 
English buyers here joined in this opinion. 

The fishing fleet is now being overhauled, and active 
preparations are making for the summer herring fishery, 
and never was the fleet in a more effective state or 
better found in all necessary gear for the purpose. 

I am, <fcc., 

T r, i Maher. 

J. rtedmond Barry, esq. 



No. 8. Lkttse from Thomas Batt, esq., D.L., of BAthmulIen House, on lough Swilly Fisheries, 1867. 

Sir, — Allow me to send you myopinion of the present 
state of the above fisheries, to see if the Fishery Com- 
missioners can do anything for their improvement, all 



being in a declining state. 

The Lough Swilly fisheries are confined to the inside 
waters of the lough, the deep sea fisheries being too 
far off to be easily available to the inhabitants of the 
ehores of the lough itself (Innistrahull Island and Tory 
Sound). 

They consist of — 

Trawling. 

Line fishing. 

Herring. 

Oysters. ' 

Trawling is carried on by vessels of twelve to fourteen 
tons, four belonging to Buncrana, and two to Fahan. 
As the ground inside the lough is not extensive, this 
mode of fishing has not improved for the last sixty 
years (see Fishery Reports). It retrains stationary, or 
has perhaps retrograded, nor is it capable of much .de- 
velopment. The trawling vessels are stationed either 
at Rumeraw point, at Fahan station of Derry and Lough 
Swilly railway, where the anchorage is good, and per- 
fectly safe and sheltered, with deep water close in shore, 
or else in the tidal harbours at Buncrana, where there 
is no anchorage, nor shelter outside the bar for small 
boats, where the shore is much exposed to the ocean 
swell, as well as a long reach of sea from the west and 
south-west. 

They are managed by three or four men, and repre- 
sent a population of, perhaps, fifty persons, resident in 
Buncrana and iu Fahan. 

Long and Hand Line . — Line fishing is carried on by 
the inhabitants of the west side of the lough princi- 
pally, there being few fishermen, if any, resident in 
Buncrana, and but one family at Fahan, and below Bun- 



crana the ocean swell is so great in bad weather a* 
prevent fishing by the inhabitants there, except in calm 
and settled weather. 

The best ground for hand-line fishing is in the channel 
and anchorage off Rathmullan, where lie the bait beds 
of scallops, generally used for long-line fishing. 

Buncrana Bay formerly was used for hand-line fishino- 
but constant trawling in it has destroyed this fishery. 0 ’ 

Long-line fishing is best in the winter season off the 
Swilly rock, near Doaghbeg harbour, but the want of 
shelter for boats there, prevents this fishing, except in 
fine weather. An improvement to the natural harbour 
of Doaghbeg, would be a boon to these boats, and much 
required. 

Both cod and haddock and whiting have diminished 
in quantity much in the last five years. 

In stormy weather these fish are usually caught off 
Rathmullan, in that sheltered roadstead and channel. 

Herring fishing was formerly of great value to the 
inhabitants of this, locality, and of Lough Swilly gene- 
rally, giving great employment to the people, and food 
also of a cheap and wholesome kind. It has steadily 
declined, and is now worse than I have known it for 
thirty years. 

When herring fishing is good, the population of the 
upper parts of the lough prosecute it with great energy 
there arc now few men who prosecute it for their sup- 
port in those parts, but in the lower and middle parts 
of Lough Swilly there are some. These parts are 
Island of Inch, and west shore from Rathmullan down 
the bay. In Buncrana there are none. I have no doubt 
but that trawling in August and September over the 
spawn beds injures it. These lie above Knock-a-mish 
battery on the .west side, and in Owenamara Bay 
below it.* J 

The Oyster Fishery is nearly extinct in consequence 
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Appendix, of the total want of protection afforded the young shell 
Oyster , 1 -Y tkc Commissioners. I drew their attention to 

Fisheries. “ ,s subject, and a meeting was held in Rathmullan in 
June, 18GG, attended bv Mr. Redmond Barry, at which 
a mass of valuable eviden.-n • 



2nd. A land place or slip at llumcran Point, close to 
Palau .tat, on on tl,c Lough Swilly ltaih.ay-a small 
one at a Moderate cost »-„„ld answer perfect!.? for fishing 
boats and trawling vessels. 

3rd. Trawling prohibited and means taken to carry 
out the prohibition upon tl.o beds where the herring 
spawn, and a close time enacted from 1st November 
until 1st April. novcu.oer 

4th. Protection to bo afforded the young oysters to 
prevent their exportation so that they may grow to a 
proper size previous to being taken. 

Your obedient servant, 

(Signed), Thomas Batt. 
Rathmullan House, Letterkonny, 

December 31, 1SG7. 

J > aoyP-;<rn._K.B.-In,ay add tint lintlinnilhn 
Iicr, built in 1647 lor this purpose, is very useful as far 
it extends, but it is not long enough to give shelter to 
boats at low water of spring tides, and should ho ex- 
tended say 50 feet or 100 feet. 

There is no pier on the east side of the Lough except 
Parian d Point, near Hurt, too high up to he of use to 
fishing bouts. 

Rmneraw Point at Falian will be found the best place 
for a landing s ]i p or p iel -, as the deep water is close in 
shore, and the point affords the requisite shelter, and 
the railway at Fahan statioii is very convenient for 
market. 

(Signed), T. Batt. 

Xo. 4— -Lettee from Bahtby on tile SraAT Fishery in 1867. 

Bantry, December 31, 18G7 , to S "P1’ 1 Y y° u witl > n »y information that I will be 

able to procure for vfoi • it r.,i..t.i. ji... « 



.wo, nwciiucu oy air. rvoiinionu . 
a mass of valuable evidence of practical men was .riven, 
but nothing has been done, and no improvement oven 
been attempted. 

. ^ recoin mend the Carlingford Lough bye-laws to bo 
imposed in Lough Swilly to protect the young shell 
fash now carried away in thousands to stock beds in other 
countries, thus preventing any large ones growing for 
spawning, and the beds thus becoming annually more 
exhausted. 

Collecting these small oysters gives employment to 
perhaps six persons throughout the year. 

1 wen ty years ago these oysters were famous through- 
out the North, and were excellent. The best hods of 
them he above Fortstewart Ferry, in the “ Lough side” 
estuary, and one in Bamelton River. 

The general state of the Longh Swilly Fisheries I con- 
sider therefore is that Trawling remains in a stationary 
state; liming fishing has materially declined ; Long line 
fishing worse than for some years ; Band-line not so 
good as usual ; Oysters nearly extinct as an articlo of 
lood within niy owu experieuce of thirty years. 

As facilities I recommend — 

1st. An improvement of the boat harbour of Doa-di- 
beg (near the Swilly rock) as a shelter to herring a°nd 
long-line fishermen in the winter season ; a little clear- 
ing of rocks and stones and dredging would suffice. 



Sib.— I would have written to you before this, but I 
was anxious to supply you with the best information I 
could procure about the take of sprat in Bantry Bav 
during tho time it continued there. ‘ J 

The following columns show the names of the parties 
owning semes, the number of nights engaged, number 
of men employed by each, the quantity taken in tons 
value of each ton, total value, and the proportion of 
the proceeds paid to tlie men. 

The first man on the following list lives in Glengariff 
a,nd was taking sprat ten days before the others! who 
live in Bantry, knew of any sprat being in the bay, and 
he took some herring and mackerel, which enhances the 
value of his fish. They could all have taken a great deal 
more only their seines were in bad order, and they had 
not a sufficient number of boats. It will give me plea- 
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J EUK.MiAir Donovan, 

Clerk of Works. 

Appendix, No. 8. 

Select Committee on bander] in „ y M „ , 

Suggestions fob thf. Consideration of the k m, . 

Committee. a ^medy, as regards niann"enn>nf and 

The Chairman of the Select Committee on the Sea- S'T n s " ,,k ' io,lt at an earlier 

coast Fisheries (Ireland) Bill, having kindly, afforded me SctiX 7, 77 ? " n "!r »l>iwlied to 

an opportunity of offering such suggestions for the S ™ ™°v 7 , t .'“ s l, ™ ,dl " f bi.limtry ha, so 

Committee as may be the result of my experience, and Xr ri™ *T"'° S ‘""“ "l.loh, 

sxlx —x”. **** d 3 *?^ 



the evidence which I have ImdXXXXf eS,» XSj 7 "°‘ “ “ 
raiding or hearing, I avail myself of this permission to TbmSSSK, f 

lumble opinion upon the subject. , • K '; t of mipreved or altered adminis- 



ui wns perm 

record my humble opinion upon the subject. trat : “ '"'u™ ""I” 0 ™ 1 or a l tered ndminis- 

1. I am quite wili.ng to admit that there is a great object ^ 1 ! TTf > ti,e , '', rat amI most k “l-artant 

and urgent necessity for a change in the system of THi ^ ° ffl, ° C'^nutteo. 

management and administration of the sea-coast fish- n ' iet . erm, . n,n S ?1»» this question it is de- 

enes of Ireland. ® 1,a !! lc “ »" view three objects,— speed in the 

2. That they should be more than they are a source P f ThaTwhi! ' T f " ,e,1 .Y--el«oiuney,_and economy, 

of increased employment, of cheap food, and of consi- princin Y V' ‘ !‘“ k tl,at tl,c non-interference 
derable wealth to the country. puncipic seemed to have been unfortunately the rulimr 

3. That, excepting only the east-coast herring and Xt XimS' "'''“l* t’ 10 , Bo "' 1 ” f "'»■*» Depart? 

the south-coast tn.ekerel fishery, the sea fisheries of mXX f H ? h « tmportant trust of the 

Aeiand are .« an extremely iangnid and declining 

7“ “ d management! Xld hT „ s 1*!? t™" 1 ' 1 ,7 services 

supervision and encouragement. ’ . b 5’, 10 some of the most important points of aid 

to the fisheries, not only valuable but indispensable; 
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?f d ,?, d " ”“ l sincerely and conscientiously believe, 

teat if a little more steam were let on by tlie tinker 
Fowere, and the requisite means were afforded, a ioet 
neefui. and valuable system of management inay be 
establisbed witkont very nine! increased expense/ 

tnil L T Stl tlie °P ini «n expressed by 

me to tbe- Committee that in addition to the two ore- 
sent Commissioners of Public Worts, whom I ltnow to 
be men of sound judgment and great industry, there 
should be appointed a third, with coextensive powers, 
to I *u 7S r f a ? d f " meI colleague, solely con- 
£ l.S Hr* 5 but in either case that he Should 
mtcT * A ,‘5,* ' “, n . d ,° f * Position to command re- 
T lj v Tbat ,*¥ ■ ck , et government of the fisheries 
should he vested in this ofilcer, aided by myself, for 
the short time that it may be permitted, and by the 
counsel, upon important questions, of the two other 
Commissioners, and that for that purpose it should be 
competent to one or all to call for a Fishery Board when 
required, but at least once a week, attended by a prin- 
cipal clerk of experience in tlie matter, whoei duties, 
under the present Secretary of the Board, shall be to 
record the proceedings at the Board, to receive and 
act upon instructions, to report the proceedings at pub- 
1.0 inquiries, and to conduct the correspondence,' the 
other officere Of the present Board bebg, as miual, 
- f,or aiding tbe Fishery Department. 

10. That as an extern staff there should be appointed 
four local inspectors, one for each province, whose duties 
should be active and vigilant supervision of their re- 
TOctive coasts, each making himself well acquainted 
with Hie several p laces where a fishery may\e pro- 
secuted, and with the efficient aid of the Coast-Shard 
Department, promoting industry and preserving order 
by means more effective than force, by counsel and 
wS"" b7 "*“ ri "S lI “ the dit. 
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and of tlie Inspecting or Divisional Officer of Coast- Appendix. 

truai'd, stating tlie necessity for either the exploration 0 Z — \ 

t°i? 7 A S f ery * baak ’ °, r ; the makin S a » experimental 

trial of the nature and bottom of any fishing-ground SSSSbIIL 

where injury was stated to have taken place through 1861 . 

any particular mode of fishing, to call upon the Lords 

Commissioners of the Admiralty for the aid of a suitable 

vessel, or, if necessary, to hire a well-equipped vessel 

with trawling or other apparatus with which to make 

such experimental trial, either in ground open, or ground 

where trawling or dre.dging is, or may hereafter be 

interdicted, or in any time or seasons, whether close or 

open; and that the result of such experimental trial 

shall in each case form a part of tbe annual report of 

the governing body to the Lord Lieutenant, to be laid 

before Parliament, and that such annual, report shall 

also contain a distinct and separate report from each 

of the Local Inspectors relative to his own district. 

. [•paper the expediency of granting loans to 

individual fishermen is, in some degree, a deviation 
from the views expressed by me on the first day of 
my examination, and requires an explanation, so far 
as an assurance, that I never at any time doubted the 
value of such aid to the people, or its importance in 
resuscitating our fisheries; but I feared the practicability 
of its administration without a staff that would not in 
other respects, be necessary. I am, however, on consi- 
deration, quite confident that much good in that direc- 
tion may be done to a limited extent, even by the staff 
that 1 propose ; and upon this subject I beg to subjoin 
a letter which I have received from a most intelligent 
Homan Catholic pastor of a sea-girt parish in the 
county of Cork. I am, &c., 

4 July, 1867. (Signed), J. Redmond Barry. 



p ; „ lk ™ at in addition to the enlargement of the 
H f a S 0U - FQ u ad uncler the management of 
2® S th ?, re sll0ul<1 be P laced at the 

dispose of the Fishery Board, a sum of money as a 

fio?Wth 0an t F ff^ d ’ t0 b ® mana S ed under their diree- 
J'T m P r °P° sed . with the aid of the 
-d ’ and tl’afr itmay be competent to them, 
upon the recommendation of their extern officers, and 
adue inquiry by the Fishery Branch of the Depart- 
ment, to award to any member of the Coast-Guard, who 
during he preceding year had evinced extraordinary 
aCtmt T, ln the Promotion of the fisheries, a 
lair and reasonable remuneration proportionate to the 
!*l b . e , wh,cl1 he Lad takcn » or *0 the assistance he had 



12. That the several sections relating to the Sea 

vS ene in°s S 6 6 , th Vict '> c - 106 > the 7tl1 & 8th 
9th Viet., o. 108, the 11th and 

29th 1 v 2 ’f be *, nd Vicfc -’ c - 88 - and tbe 
29th & 30th Yict., c. 97, should, after mature revision, 

be consolidated into one simple and intelligible statute, 
from which should be excluded all minute details in 
reference to restraint, but that full and ample powers 
be gi ven to the governing department, after public meet- 
ing duly advertised and inquiry, to frame such bye- 
laws and regulations as they shall from time to time 
consider necessary; but subject to the sanction and 
approval in all cases, of the Lord Lieutenant in Council. 

it. lhat on the requisition of any five persons in- 
terested an the fisheries, addressed to tbe governing 
department, with the approval of the Local Inspector, 



Barryroe, Timoleague, 
6th March, 1867. 

Mr dear Sir, 

In reply to your letter of the 27th ultimo, in which 
you inquire how far, to my knowledge, have loans in 
aid of fisheries been useful to those in this parish who 
received such accommodation, I must say that they 
have been useful not only to tlie parties so favoured 
hut to many poor families also in their neighbourhood! 
A seine, for instance, purchased with money advanced 
to a farmer, becomes in a degree a joint-stock pro- 
perty, in which twelve poor men become working 
partners ; for these get an equitable portion of • the 
fish directly they bring it ashore. I would suggest 
that loans to a large amount be given to such °only 
as could pay the instalments from other sources 
should the fishery for a season turn out a failure! 
With respect, however, to poor men, who fish witli 
lines and trammels, I have to state that these, by 
reason of their poverty, buy tlieir fishing-gear at 30 
per cent, above cash prices, and are moreover some- 
times constrained to’ borrow money at an enormous 
rate of interest to pay for what they had bought on 
terms so disadvantageous. I would regard as a boon 
any well-organized system which would, above all, pro- 
vide for trammel-men small loans not exceeding five 
pounds. I am, Arc., 

(Signed), Jeremiah Molony, 

P.P., Lislee. 

James It. Barry, Esq., Commissioner, 

&c. &c. &c. 

Office of Public Works, 

Custom House, Dublin. 
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Correspondence relative 1 

(H. 3369.) 

The Assistant Secretary to the Board of Trade to 
the Secretary to the Commissioners of Public 
Works, Dublin. 

Board of Trade, Whitehall, 
23rd October, 1867. 

Sir,— I am directed by the Board of Trade to inform 
you, that in view of proposed legislation in the ensuing 



o Convention with France. 

Session of Parliament on the subject of laws relating to 
British Sea Fisheries, the Board are desirous of coming 
to an understanding with the Commissioners for the 
execution of the Acts regulating the Irish Fisheries 
upon the subject of Irish Oyster Fisheries, so that the 
law in Ireland should, as far as practicable, be made 
uniform with that which will probably be very shortly 
the law in England. 



G 



French 

Convention. 
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Appendix. 

^French 

Convention. 



The Commissioners of Public Works are doubtless 
aware tliat in the course of last year an. International 
Commission assembled in Paris'for the consideration of 
the then existing Fishery Convention of 1839 between 
Great Britain and France, and that the members of 
that Commission recommended certain articles as the 
basis of a new Convention to be entered into by the 
United Kingdom and France, in lieu of the former one. 

A Convention founded on those articles has been 
agreed upon between the British and French Govern- 
ments, and it will be nocessary to re-introduce into 
Parliament the Bill for confirming it, which at the latter 
end of last Session was withdrawn in consequence of tlio 
numerous other claims upon the attention of Parliament. 
Two copies of that Bill arc enclosed for the consideration 
of the Commissioners, and I am to request that the 
Commissioners may favour the Board of Trade with 
their views upon the subject of Oyster Fisheries in 
Ireland, and more particularly on the question of assimu- 
lating, as far as. practicable, the law in one country to 
that of the other. 

It will be seen that the Schedule of the Bill proposes 
to repeal so much of the existing Act regulating Irish 
Fisheries (5 & 6 Viet., c. 106), as is inconsistent with 
the proposed new law, and so much as authorizes any 
bye-law inconsistent therewith. 

A recent case has occurred off the coast of Wexford, 
which would appear to illustrate the inconvenience of 
the absence of a uniform law and practice on the subject. 
On the 31st ultimo, some Welsh boats were found 
dredging for oysters near the Blaekwater Bank ; they 
were detained by the Collector of Customs, and taken 
into Wexford, where the oysters were forfeited, and the 
master of one of the detained boats fined. The masters 
of the boats have stated to the Collector of Customs at 
Carnarvon that they were four and five miles from land 
when boarded by the officer. 

The Board of Trade have been informed that, the 
close time being by law variable in different parts of 
Ireland, the Commissioners of Public Works have ex- 
tended the fence months in this particular locality to 
the 1st October ; and I am to request that the Commis- 
sioners would favour the Board of Trade with a Keport 
upon this case, and also inform them what are the limits 
of the Act to regulate Irish Fisheries (5 & 6 Viet., c. 
106), in pursuance of the provisions of which this Board 
presume the Commissioners are acting, and whether 
the oysters in question were captured within those 
limits. 

I am, &c., 

(Signed) 0. Cecil Trevor. 

The Secretary, Commissioners 
of Public Works, Dublin. 

(H. 4133.) 

The Assistant Secretary to the 'B oard of Trade to 

the Secretary to the Commissioners of Public 

Works, Dublin. 

Board of Trade, Whitehall, 
13th December, 1867. 

Sir, — With reference to my letter of 23rd October, I 
am directed by the Board of Trade to state that they 
are anxious to lose no time in the introduction into 
Parliament of a fresh Bill for carrying into effect the 
Fishery Convention recently concluded between this 
country and France, and are desirous of availing them- 
selves of the opportunity which is thus offered of 
repealing obsolete enactments on the subject of sea 
fisheries. 

With this view they direct me to request that you 
will call the attention of the Commissioners of Public 
Works to the second schedule attached to the accom- 
panying draft Bill, and to inform them whether there 
are any, and if any, what reasons why the enactments, 
as far as they relate to the Irish coasts, should not be 
repealed. 

I am to add that this Board have no wish to interfere 



with the laws which govern local fisheries within the 
limits of British jurisdiction, but that as already inti- 
mated they arc anxious to avail themselves of the 
present opportunity of clearing the Statute book of 
enactments which are obsolete or useless. 

The Board of Trade request the favour of an early 
reply. 

I am, etc., 

(Signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 

The Secretary, Commissioners 
of Public Works, Dublin. 



The Seoretary to the Commissioners op Puelio Works, 

Dublin, to the Assistant Secretary to tho Board op 

Trade. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
6th January, 1868. 

Sir, — With reference to your letter of tho 23rd Octo- 
ber last, transmitting copy of tho Bill proposed to be 
introduced in tho ensuing Session of Parliament for the 
purposo of regulating tho British Sea Fisheries, and of 
giving effect to tho now Fishery Convention based on 
that of 1839, recently entered into between tho British 
and French Governments, and expressing tho desire of 
the Board of Trade, that tho Irish Sea Fishery Com- 
missioners would state their views upon the subject of 
oyster fisheries in Ireland, witli a view to an under- 
standing being come to by which tho law in Ireland 
should as far as practicable be made uniform with that 
which will probably very shortly become tho law iu 
England ; and further requesting information in regard 
to a recent case of infraction of tho law, as regards the 
oyster fisheries off the coast of Wexford, and a state- 
ment of the distance to which tho Commissioners consider 
their jurisdiction to extend from tho Irish coast, and 
whether the case in question occurred within those limits • 
and referring also to your further letter of the 1 3th 
ultimo, in which, by direction of the Board of Trade, 
the Commissioners’ attention is called to the several 
obsolete enactments on tho subject of the fisheries, which 
it is proposed to repeal under the Bill before referred to ; 
and they aro requested to inform tho Board whether 
there are any, and if any, what reasons why the enact- 
ments, so far as they relate to tho Irish fisheries, should 
not be so repealed — 

I have now to state, by desire of the Commissioners, 
with reference to the first point adverted to in the 
former letter, namely, their views on the subject of 
oyster fisheries in Ireland, that these views aro set forth 
with considerable fulness, in the report for 1S65,* para- 
graphs 6 and 1 1 (a copy of which is herewith forwarded), 
and the result of their action, based on the principles 
they have adopted anil advocate, is further referred to 
in their report for 18G6,f a copy of which is also trans- 
mitted. 

The Commissioners have no reason to depart from or 
qualify those views. Further experience has only tended 
to confirm them in these opinions, and they feel it their 
duty now to express tho decided opinion, that if the 
proposed legislation for doing away with all close sea- 
son in the seas around the British Isles, the English 
Channel excepted, was carried into effect, tho Irish 
public oyster fisheries, now so great a source of profitable 
employment to a numerous class of fishermen, would in 
a very few years bo utterly annihilated. 

With regard to the second point, the recent infraction 
of the law at Wexford, the Commissioners hog to enclose 
a series of papers, containing a full report of the case, 
from which it will be scon that tho defendants wore 
fully aware of the bye-law, and knowingly and wilfully 
contravened it. 

It further appears that tho bed on which the illegal 
dredging took place was only two and a half miles from 
the shore ; but with reference to this point, and the 
question as to the distance from the 6hore, or the limits 
to which the Commissioners’ jurisdiction extends, they 
beg to observe that the most extensive and valuable 
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ojslet beds on the „«t coast „f Irekud J ie at a dis- 

f j f ™ “ £l ' om , “ d PMdlsl to the 

tta iff* t f “r“ the “, e “ auJr ° a,r btds •» nothin 
the leacb of ordinary sboro boats, and are habitually 
frequented by and afford the ineane of Mring to a shore 
populaton the Commissioners conceive they are jnstly 

their Itol! W “ sb bed “' ” d '» rthm 

, J” “i” t^pisnation of the bearing of the lyholo of 
this most important subject as regards the interests and 
prosperity of Ireland, the Commissioner desire me to 
enclose a copy of the report of Mr. Commissioner Barry 
the close attention he h£ 
of "edit* l4 ’ 6 ” tllle L " 0plm “ *° “ ordi ”"y degtee 
With reference to the purport of the second letter, 

Xl ? oldr be f *» »7 rvhile 

, 7 , “/“ ““ benefft which would accrue to Ireland 
S“ fl “ m 18 ! 1 dsbenes from the proposed measure, yet 
? b 7J“? U be reluctant to put formed anyobieition 
in the absence of any positive inquiry, („ may he the 

case m the ordinary fisheries), whm Jny positive gene- 

ral advantage is to be gamed. They wild, therefore, 
merely confine themselves to the request, which they 
most urgently make, that whatever legislation may * 

".i* 1 ”, 0pste of ““ coasts 

of England and Scotland, it may not be extended to 
Ireland, but that the fisheries of that country may be 
!iltot'edrth P ' e “‘ Ws «nd regulars 

I am, &c., 

(Signed) E. Hornsby, 

C. Cecil Trevor, Esq, Secretary. 

Board of Trade, Whitehall. 
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tat it^fifl 0 ™ “ coictaice to mismauagement elsewhere ; Aprawz. 

S i * ” 2“ “! “f 1 ST for me to reminfthe Bead that it 

a matter of notoriety that neither before nor since thp Ikench 
Convention of 1839 has the fundamental regulation, Article Conv ention. 

tl iWr’i E ^ h I >d r In of the 'fish shops? 

m tbe open streets of London, one may find oysters 
m? rioS 7 e f hlblfced for sde thi'ough the whol/sum- 
m? cI , 0S ? season was observed ; and whatever 
lator S b LdU V -'| d “I? V1S ’ 0Dla y notions put forward by specu- 
Jators and philosophers, most rational men believe that to 
and t ? tal . disregard for close time may’ be 
attributed the oyster famme which now prevails 7 

1867 m and l 1 Ar t - ides ? f , the Proposed Convention of 
find 8 t s ® c , tl ° ns the Act confirming the same, I 

c£acter Sle ^ ^ (U) P rofessin g to be of aconservative 

16th of Jpe, to the 31st August, inclu- 
sive, fishing for oysters is prohibited in any part of the 
tLe e r clusive ^ery limits of the two 
countnes, between a line drawn from the North Fore- 

otailtatr 1 “ 1 “ i v>- Sic cS&mT“£; 

Cev«”m ul ” ° “““““ “ Sucl ‘ * 

16th SS’fS S? “ *”? " <>» E ”eh>h Channel from 
” ™ d ° 

° f al i kinds i hy whatever moans, and 
at all seasons, may be carried on in the seas lyin<r 
fe a £. , tbe exclusive fishery limits which have been 
lixea foi the two countries ” 

the thee mile line 



Enclosure 1, in above. 

Inspecting Commissioner’s Report on Letter of the 
Board op Trade, of 23rd October, 1867. 
t ^eoiyeot of the letter seems to be to make the law in 
Ireland, as far as practicable, uniform with that which will 
probably be very shortly the law in England, for the regu- 
lation or the oyster fisheries. ° 

• y i e .^ a bas bce “ forwarded with the letter, 

mtituled A Bill to carry into effect a Convention between 
Her Majesty and the Emperor of the French, concerning 
the Fisheries in the Seas between the British Islands and 
France and to amend the Laws relating to British Sea 
Fisheries. 

Three and twenty years ago, when the Bill “to carryinto 
ellect a Convention between Her Majesty and the King of 
the French, concerning the fisheries in the seas between°the 
British Islands and France," was under discussion, a strong 
and well-founded remonstrance was made by our department 
against being subjected to the regulations of that Bill which 
afterwards became the law, 6 & 7 Viet. c. 79 ; and the con- 
sequence of that remonstrance was, the introduction of tho 
■6th section into the Act, enabling the authorities “ to sus- 
pend the operation of the Articles of Convention with re- 
spect to the fisheries of the coasts of Ireland, or any part 
thereof, so long as such fisheries shall be carried on exclu- 
sively by the subjects of Her Majesty;” and on the day 
following the passing of the Act, 23rd August, 1843, an 
Order in Council was passed, directing “ That the said Act 
and Articles of Regulation shall be suspended with respect 
to the fisheries of the whole of the coasts of Ireland, so long 
as such fisheries shall be carried on exclusively by the sub- 
jects of Her Majesty." 

Now, so far as the oyster fisheries were concerned in those 
Articles of Convention (and to the oyster fisheries alone I 
shall confine this report), there were several good and use- 
ful regulations most necessary for the preservation of the 
brood and the increase of the supply. From Article 45 to 
49, were most necessary, inasmuch as that, antecedent to the 
adoption of those regulations, there was no statute law for a 
close time, m the oyster fishery extending to England. In 
Ireland there has been since the 25 Geo. 3, c. 35 s. 46, a 
close time established, and generally strictly observed • and 
so necessary has it been found, that in aid of it we have in- 
troduced into most of our bye-laws nearly “ totidem verbis ” 
the 46th, 47th, 48th, and 49th Articles of the Convention • 
and I am fully persuaded that if we had not done so, all 
attempts at the conservancy of our principle oyster fisheries 
would have been wholly unavailable. I am very anxious to 
confine myself to our own immediate duties, and to avoid 



bays * tU h ^^ phttu, S regulation about the mouths of 

n™ 33r ?u e ° ti , 0n 0f . the BiU P ro P oses the abolition of 
powers and bye-laws inconsistent with the Act and the 
schedde proposes to repeal, either partially or in the wlide 

mvsdft^^Md m T dt ° be t me3aStenCe; but stiU ““fining 
ifl 1 C T e at once t0 the 5 & 6 Viet. c. 106° 
7 & 8 Viet. c. 108 ; 8 & 9 Viet. c. 108 ; the schedule prepo^ 

w£the n“wlct 'ami GaCh °, fthos \ Acts “ « inconsistent 
witn tne new Act, and so much as athorizes ami bve-law in. 

ofth Ts &Tvt ,lCW f Ct ' vl e ? eciall y ae i 6th section 
of tne 5 & (5 Viet., under which the whole of the remVrv 

e a fiecte 0 d gam2afc,0n ° f 0nr Lish fis W vc «els liaAS 

“ d f *? Jfinstrate tbe necessity for establishing a uni- 
form system in both countnes, the Board of Trade letter 

OCOUrred on the of Wex- 
f rd 111 September last, when a most outrageous raid was 
perpetrated on some of the natural beds on oiS eastin coTs? 

Ap^fteTlt P ? 3 f dby T, B ° nrd on tbe 1 l±b 

April, 1865, at the earnest desire of all the oyster fishers on 
that coast, and after public meetings held at Arklow m- 
Gorey, and at Wexford, after the Examination of screrd 
witnesses on oath, and with the full concurrence of all Tim 
proceedings and evidence at those meetings, and the reason? 
for this bye-law, will he found in the Appendix to twl 
port of the Fishery Commissioners for ISG? printed in 1S6 t" 
page 46 to S3 , I submit that it b. SS*£ 
Boaid of Trade with the answer to their letter. I further 

Ll, thfi att6 f° n ,^ Page 56 ° f tbe Append^? 1 

of a let . ter fi-om Mr. P. Maher, llarbou,’ 
Master of Arklow, showing the extent of the oyster trade 

This bye-law has afforded universal satisfaction alone- the 
whole coast, except, pmhaps, to the agents of somSg£ 
Suim h dea f s ' V bo would prefer free trade in fisfiW 
all the year round, with a most reckless disregard for 3 
me Tr of conservation. I also submit that 
Board s Report for 1865 be sent to the Board of Trade and 
that diey be referred to the Appendix to that Report?^ 

fmmSiq 7 ’ - Wh T, e an0tLer ! etter from M»- Maher may be 
found showing the progressive increase in our trade sin™ 
1863, and using the following remarkable observations 

H anything was wanted to prove the wisdom nav 
more, the absolute necessity, of tbe course you hare 
prove' it? 7 retllrns for tbe three years just ended clearly 

. The ' vbol ° of tl10 above letter will be found most interest- 
ing, and should be referred to. a est 

It must not be forgotten that so far back as 1846 ^nd 
Apnl) m order to encoiu-age the legitimate trade in oysters 
wfth England, we permitted the fisl.cm on the coalts of 
Wicklow and Wexford to dredge for oysters, for brood only 
during the whole of the month of May, and that it was the 

G 2 
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alarming exhaustion produced by this relaxation of the 
statutable close time Which called forth the unanimous cry 
for the bye-law of the 1 1th of April, 1865. 

In Clew Bay a similar bye-law was called for, and passed 
on the 16th of December, 1860. 

In Cork Harbour a restrictive bye-law was passed on the 
28th of October, 1853. 

28th September, 1860. In Tralee Bay, a bye-law similar 
in restrictions, and extending the close time to the months 
of April, September, and October, with the most beneficial 
results.* 

In Carlingford Lough a bye-law was passed on the 17th 
of April, 1860, adding the months of March and April in 
spring, and the months of September and October in the 
autumn, to the statutable season, leaving only four months 
in each year open to dredgers, and the consequence has been 
the rapid regeneration of the beds. 

It may be seen that in all those bye-laws we have adopted 
the very salutary regulations of the French Convention of 
1839, Articles 46, 47, 48, 49, which appear to have been 
wholly omitted in the new Convention ; but I should like to 
know what the French people will do on their own shores. 

We have, at the earnest request of some of the most re- 
spectable inhabitants of the vicinity of Galway Bay, fixed a 
meeting there for the I Oth of this month, preliminary to a 
bye-law to the same effect restrictive of the size of oysters 
taken, but leaving the original statutable close time. 

We never have yet received from any place to which those 
bye-laws extend any other complaint of them, except 
once from Courtown on the coast of Wexford, and from 
Arldow on the Coast of Wicklow, and in both cases only a 
prayer for a temporary suspension of the restriction as to 
September, on the plea that the previous time liad been 
boisterous, and that the dredgers were in great distress at 
the moment. 

In reference to the transaction of September last off the 
coast of Wexford, referred to in the letter of the Board of 
Trade, 1 have taken every means of ascertaining the circum- 
stances accurately, both from the Collector of Customs at 
Wexford, and the Clerk of Petty Sessions in the same place, 
and I submit that copies of the written communications from 
these gentlemen be sent to the Board of Trade. 

It appears by tbe Collector’s letter that the transaction 
complained of occurred “ ou the Bally vaden Beds, about 2.V 
miles from the shore,” instead of “ five miles,” as stated to 
the Board of Trade by tho Collector of Carnarvon, who ap- 
pears to have been the cause of the whole affair. 

In answer to the question of the Board of Trade, “What 
are the limits of the Act to regulate Irish Fisheries, 5 & 6 
Viet. c. 106, in pursuance of the provisions of which they 
presume that the Commissioners are acting ?” I beg to state 
that the powers of the Commissioners to fix or alter- the close 
time for dredging for oysters may be found in the 33rd, 
34th, and 35th sections of the 5 & 6 Viet. c. 106, and that I 
presume it extends to all those natural beds within the bays 
and on the shores of Ireland which have time immemorial 
been resorted to by the oyster dredgers of the country, or 
by any of Her Majesty’s subjects. 

Here it may be observed that the most important of those 
natural beds ou our east coast are, in many cases, consider- 
ably outside the three-mile line, and would therefore be 
thrown completely open and unprotected by the 10th Article 
of the new Convention. 

I have wholly abstained from any allusion to any other 
branch of fishery than that of oysters, because to that the 
letter of the Board of Trade especially refers ; but I am pre- 
pared to show that in other respects the extension of this 
Convention to Ireland would be attended with the most dis- 
astrous consequences ; and as I cannot persuade myself that 
any department of the Government would deliberately inflict 
so heavy a blow upon our already depressed fisheries, I 
would earnestly implore the Commissioners to adopt the 
same vigorous course pursued by their predecessors in 1843, 
and obtain the total exclusion of the shores of Ireland from 
the operation of this Bill, and, if legislation be necessary, 
that it be substantive and separate. 

We have had twenty-five years experience of exclusion 
from a bill not half so mischievous as the present, and we 
have had good reason to congratulate ourselves, so far at 
least as the oyster fisheries are concerned, upon having 
worked under our own laws. 

Any diminution in our supplies of which we have reason 
to complain is attributable to the drain from our sources of 
supply for England and France ; and we don't grudge it to 
them provided they will only be satisfied to observe provi- 
dent regulations ; but if all our powers of making salutary 



laws suited to the peculiar circumstances of several localities 
be abrogated, and if our most valuable natural oyster beds, 
arc to be left outside the pale of protection, I cannot answer- 
for the consequences. 

I must not conclude without calling the attention of the 
Commissioners to the Appendix to our Report for 1863, 
printed in September, 1864, page 9, under the head off 
“ Oyster Fishery on the Coast of Kent.” I beg especial atten- 
tion to my recommendation in the second column of that 
page. This article terminates with a copy of a letter, page 1 ], 
dated the 29th of April 1 864, from Sir Emerson Tcnnent 
to Messrs. Smythies, Goody & Son. 

This correspondence furnished us with reasons for our- 
bye-law of the 1 st of April, 1865, in Clew Bay, clearly prov- 
ing our i-eadiness to adopt an}- reasonable relaxation for the 
promotion of culture, when sustained by so high an autho- 
rity. Tho arguments used in the whole of this correspond- 
ence are highly deserving attention. 

(Signed) J. Redmond Barrx. 

4th December, 1867. 

Enclosure 3, in above. 

CoKEEsrosDEXCE relating to Breach of TIyk-Law on Wex. 
ford Banks, in September, 1607. 

Deep Sea Fisheries. 

Customs, Wexford, 1 1 November, 1867. 

Sir, — "With reference to your letter of the 8th instant, re- 
questing to be furnished with a detailed report of the 
seizure of oysters referred to in my letter of the 25th Sep- 
tember last, — 

I beg to refer you to a copy of my report to the Commis- 
sioners of Customs (herewith), dated 5 October, 18G7, on a 
reference from the Board of Trade on the subject. 

It was on the Ballyvalden Beds the parties were found 
fishing, at a distance from the. shore- of about 2 j miles. The 
justification offered by them fur the breach of the bye-law 
was, that the Collector id Customs at Carnarvon informed 
them that there was no prevention from dreding for oysters. 
The parties themselves were perfectly aware of the existence- 
of the prohibition. 

I am. &c., 

Wm. Cociii.ax, Collector. 

Secretary, Board of Works, Dublin. 



Customs, Wexford, 5 October, 1867. " 

IIon'OUABI.e Sms, — With reference to the above order of 
your Honors of the 3rd instant, on the foregoing letter 
from tho Board of Trade, — 

I beg to state that in the year 1 86.3, the Board of Public 
Works in Ireland, under whose control the Irish Fisheries- 
are placed, made a bye-law rendering it illegal to dredge for 
oysters on this coast from the 1st May to the 30th Septem- 
ber, inclusive. Since this bye-law was made, English and 
Welsh fishing boats have on several occasions broken the 
law by dredging here, and taken t he oysters away, and great 
discontent has been caused amongst tho JWxford fishermen 
in consequence. 

On the 21st ultimo six Welsh and Jersey boats were 
found dredging on tho prohibited beds ; and, at the argent 
request of the Wexford fishermen, 1 sent the examining 
officer to bom-d the boats and seize the oysters, in aeeurdauce 
with tho Act 5 & 6 Viet, c. 36, sec. 32. 

The examining officer seized the oysters, and did not de- 
tain the boats, but the masters preferred coming into the 
harbour to giving up the oysters. Eventually five of the 
boats ran away. The. men of the sixth were prosecuted by 
the constabulary, and were lined each .£1 Is.; the oysters 
were forfeited, and have since been sold by order of the 
Board of Public Works. 

In this case L acted, as there was no ot her way of prevent- 
ing a gross breach of the. law. and a manifest injustice to 
tho fishermen of this const, who, to the number of 1,500, 
were lying idle, waiting for the commencement of the open 
season; but as there is some doubt as to our authority, I 
beg to request your Honors’ directions for my government 
in future similar cases. 

Respectfully submitted, 

(Signed) Wm. Cogiilan, Collector. 

The Honorable Commissioners, 

Customs, London. 



*See Proceedings of Tralee magistrates and Report of Mr. Nellignu, 29th November, 1867. 
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Report of an Investigation held on the 23rd of September. 
1867, at theMayor's Office, Wexford, by John Greene, j.p. 
Mayor of Wexford, Samuel Johnson, j.p., and Francis J. 
GonneU, j.p esquires, in the Matter of a Prosecution by 
Patrick OaHaghan, Police Constable at Wexford, against 
Uriah Hearde, Master of the Boat Anne and Charlotte, of 
Carnarvon with John Banks, William Hearde, Thomas 
Clarke, John Hearde, and George Hearde, the crew of 
sard Boat, for unlawfully Dredging for Oysters in the Bay 
ot VV exford, between Wicklow Head and Carnsore Point 
on the 20th September, 1867, in contravention of a Byc- 
• Lsiw of tl10 Fishery Commissioners, passed on the 11th 
of April, 1865. 

A written information of John Fanning, an officer of 
Customs of the port of Wexford, acting as collector's clerk, 
and another by Patrick Callaghan, police constable at Wex- 
lorrt (a copy of each of which is hereunto annexed, were 
submitted to the magistrates). It appeared that on Friday, 
the 20th of September last, said John Fanning saw six 
strange boats dredging for oysters in the bay of Wexford, 
between Wicklow Head and Carnsore Point, and that on the 
same day he boarded two of them, and Mr. Mathew Carr 
examining officer of Customs at Rosslare, boarded the others 
that on the next day, Saturday, 21st September, Constable 
Patnck Callaghan seized some of the oysters, and arrested 
Uriah Hearde, master of the boat. Uriah Hearde was 
brought a prisoner to Wexford by Constable Callaghan, 
late same night (2 1st September), and was allowed to stand 
, on „ " ls O'"" 11 recognizance until Monday morning, th e 
23rd of September, when he and his crew, viz., John Banks, 
William Hearde, Thomas Clarke, and John Hearde, all 
belonging to Carnarvon, were brought before John Greene, 
J.P., Mayor of Wexford, Samuel Johnson, j.p., and Francis 
J. Connell, j.p., esquires; and the defendants being unable 
to find bail for their appearance at the petty sessions on the 
next court day (Wednesday), the case was then investigated 
by said magistrates, John Greene, esq., j.p., in the chair 
when the aforesaid John Fanning and Constable Callaghan 
were sworn and gave parole evidence in addition to what 

S ears in their informations. William Coghlan, esq., 
lector of Customs at Wexford, was also present and 
gave evidence to show that the defendants must have had 
knowledge of the existence of the bye-law of the 11th 
of April, 1865. The clerk of petty sessions was not in- 
structed to take down the parole evidence in wilting, but 
the substance of it was as follows, viz. : — That said John 
Fanning, on Friday, the 20th of September last, proceeded 
from Wexford in the steamer Ruby (supplied by the Wex- 
ford fishermen for that purpose) into Wexford Bay, and 
there he, _ with Mathew Carr, another officer of Customs, 
boarded six boats, known as Jersey boats, and put men in 
charge of five of the boats, one man in each boat, and 
detained the five boats in the bay, the sixth boat having 
sailed away, there being no one under the command of Mr. 
Fanning to take charge of her to detain her. That Mr. 
Fanning returned to Wexford on Friday night, leaving a 
man in charge of each of the five boats ; that on Saturday 
morning, 21st September, the five boats were brought from 
Hie bay into Wexford Harbour, and that Sub-Inspector 
Fitzgerald, of the Wexford constabulary, was brought by 
Mr. Fanning early that morning to the said five boats in 
the harbour. That Mr. Fanning and Sub-Inspector Fitz- 
gerald on that occasion returned to Wexford without 
making any seizure, but Mr. Fanning then withdrew liis 
men from the boats, .and sanctioned then’ going away ; that 
the five boats accordingly prepared to sail oft', and four of 
them actually got under sail and were proceeding to sea, 
when Mr. Fanning, with Sub-Inspector Fitzgerald and 
Constable Patrick Callaghan went out again after the boats 
at eleven o’clock, a.m., when they boarded one of the five 
boats, called the Anne and Charlotte , of which Uriah Ileavde 
was the master, the other four boats having got out of their 
reach and proceeded to sea ; that Sub-Inspector Fitzgerald 
then made a seizure of oysters that were in the Anne cmd 



Charlotte ?, and returned back to Wexford without leaving Appendix 

any one in charge of the boat. Soon after which the boat 

Arme and Charlotte proceeded to sea, but in going over the French 
Wexford Bar, she struck on the bar, there not being then a . Convention 
sufficient depth of water on the bar to carry her over it. That 
m the afternoon of the same day Constable Patrick Callaghan 
reported the matter to the Mayor, and was ordered by the 
Mayor to proceed at once and make a second seizure of the 
boat Anne and Charlotte , with her crew and the oysters on 
board. That Constable Callaghan accordingly proceeded 
with other constables to the boat Anne and Charlotte and 
seized some of the oysters onboard, and brought the master 
of the boat, Uriah Hearde, a prisoner to Wexford the same 
night, as more fully detailed in the written information of 
the constable. The bye-law of the 1 1th of April, 1865, was 
produced to the court by the Collector, William Coghlan, 
esq., .m a printed list of bye-laws kept at the Wexford 
Custom-house. The defendants, Uriah Hearde, John Banks, 

William Hearde, Thomas Clarke, and John Hearde, after 
the evidence against them had been concluded, severally 
pleaded guilty of having dredged for oysters in the month of 
September, in the Bay of Wexford, between Wicklow Head 
and Carnsore Point, but pleaded ignorance of the bye-law, 
and asserted that they had been told by the Collector of 
Customs at Carnarvon that the season for oyster fishing was 
open in September, and that they might proceed to dredge 
for them ; and in explanation of their attempting to leave 
the harbour, after being arrested and the oysters seized, 
they stated that Mr. Fanning had given them permission 
to depart. Mr. Fanning stated that he released the five 
boats as he did not see that he could detain them. The 
magistrates fined each defendant in the sum of 2 Is. and 
costs, and awarded one-tliird of each fine to the complain- 
ant, and they further ordered that the oysters seized be 
forfeited. They praised the conduct of Constable Callaghan 
and attributed the merit of the seizure to his exertions! 

Lmh Hearde represented to the magistrates that 3,000 of 
the oysters had been caught at Carnarvon, and requested 
that they might he given up to him. He stated that there 
were over 10,000 oysters on hoard his boat, worth at least 
28 s. per thousand. 

Mr., Greene, j.p., stated that the Commissioners of 
Fisheries might dispose of them as they pleased. 

An application was then made by Mr. Joseph Harvey 
solicitor, on behalf of the Wexford fishermen, that the sum 
of £5 paid by them for the use of the steam tug-boat Ruby 
hired by them to bring Mr. John Fanning out in the bay 
on Friday, the 20th of September last, for tbe purpose of 
seizing the six strange boats that were there dredging for 
oysters, and the Court stated as them opinion that, on the 
forfeited oysters being sold, whatever necessary expenses 
had been incurred might be legally paid out of the proceeds 
but they made no order on the subject. 

Mr. Connell, j.p., stated that Mr. Fanning should have 
detained the six boats and not have allowed any of them to 
escape; to which Mr. Fanning, and also Mr. Coghlan, col- 
lector, replied, that Mr. Fanning had given the boats into the 
charge of the Sub-Inspector, and the constabulary had taken 
down the names of tho boats and crews before Mr. Fanning 
withdrew bis men from the boats, and told the fishermen 
that they might depart. Mr. Connell, j.p., then told Mr 
Fanning that when ho declined to act himself he should 
have thrown the responsibility of detaining the boats 
on the constabulary, and should not have stated that 
he gave his permission for the boats to depart. The 
Collector of Customs took the custody of tho forfeited 
oysters aud advertised them for sale. He has, as yet made 
no return on the subject to the magistrates. ’ 

The sixth defendant, namely, George Hearde, was not 
required by the magistrates to attend and answer to the 
prosecution on the 23rd September. He being the only 
person left in charge of the boat Anne and Charlotte while 
the prosecution was proceeding, and not having been pre- 
sent to be arraigned, lie was not fined. 



Copy of Order in the foregoing Case, as entered on the Petty Sessions Order Book. 



Date of 1 
Older. 


' Magistrates Present. 


Parties. 


| Cause of Complaint 


o,„. 


_ 


1867: 
23 Sept. 


John Greene, Samuel 
Johnson, and Francis 
J. Connell, esqrs. 

Out of Petty Sessions, 
the defendants being 
unable to End bail for 
thoir appearance at 
next Wexford Petty 
Sessions. 


Patrick Callaghan, police con- 
stable, at Wexford, 

Complainant. 

Uriah Hearde, master, and 
John Banks, Thomas 
Clarke, John Hearde, and 
William Hearde, fisher- 
men, on hoard of the fish- 
ing boat Anne and Char- 
lotte, of Carnarvon, 

Defendants. 


That tbe defendants on the 20th and 21st 
September, 1867, being fishermen on 
hoard tbe boat A nne and Charlotte , of 
Carnarvon, unlawfully did dredge lor 
oysters, and bad oysters in their pos- 
session in said boat, off the coast of 
the county of Wexford, and in SVcx- 
ford Harbour, between Wicklow 
Head and Carnsore Point, it being in 
tbe close season for oyster fishing. 


That the defendants each 
pay the sum of one 
pound one shilling for 
fine, and sixpence 
costs, and the oysters 
so found in possession 
of defendants be for- 
1 feited, and one-third 
of the fines awarded 
to complainant. 


Paid same 
time by 
all the 
defend- 



I certify the foregoing to be a true Report. 

(Signed) Thomas M. O’Leary, Clerk of Wexford Petty Sessions. 
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Petty Sessions (Ireland) Act, 1851, 14 & 15 Viet. e. 93. 
Poem Aa. — I nformation. 



(Stamp Sixpence.) 

Petty Sessions District of Wexford, County of Wexford. 
Patrick Callaghan, Police Constable at Wex- 
ford - - - Complainant. 

Uriah Ilearde, of Carnarvon, Master of fishing 
boat Anne and Charlotte , of Carnarvon, 
and Others ------ Defendants. 

The information of John Panning, of Wexford, Officer 
of Customs, who saith, on his oath, that— “ I am an officer 
of Customs at the port of Wexford. On Friday last, the 20th 
instant, I saw six boats inside the north end of Blackwnter 
Bank, which is between Wicklow Head and Carnsore Point, 
in the act of dredging for oysters. I knew them not to bo 
boats belonging to Wexford or the Wexford coast, and 
believed them to belong to Jersey or Carnarvon. I boarded 
two of the boats and found oysters on board, and Mr. 
Mathew Carr, Examining Officer of Customs at Rosslare, 
boarded the others. The boat now in the harbour, of which 
Uriah Hearde is the master, is one of the six boats that I 
saw on Friday last with' dredges on board, and some of 
them in the act of dredging for oysters. 

“And the said informant binds himself to attend at the 
Petty Sessions, to be held in Wexford County Court 
House, on the 25th September, 1867, at twelve o’clock 
noon, to give evidence against the said Uriah Ilearde and 
others, for the said offence, or otherwise to forfeit to the 
Crown the sum of £5. 



(Signed) “ John Fanning, Informant.” 
Taken before me this 23rd day of September, in the year 
1867, at Wexford, in the said county. 

(Signed) John Gkeene, 



Justice of said Couniy. 
(A true copy.) 

(Signed) Thomas M. O’Leary, 

Clerk of Petty Sessions. 



to give me the remainder ; and I then got the oysters that 
they allowed me to take, put into another bpat, and laid 
down inside of Wexford Harbour, near the Fort, to dm 
serve thorn, as directed to do by the Mayor of Wexford" 
After I had the oysters laid down, I arrested the master of 
the boat, Uriah Hearde, and brought him before the Mayor 
of Wexford the same night. After the first seizure, which 
was made by Sub-Inspector Fitzgerald on Saturday last, the 
boat m which Uriah Ilearde is master attempted to sail 
away, but stuck upon tlio bar in attempting to go out, and 
it was after that I took the ovsters and arrested Uriah 
Ilearde. 



(Signed) 



AGiiAN, Constable.” 



Taken before^ me this 23rd day of Sept ember, in the year 
1807, at Wexford, in said county. 



(Signed) 



And the said informant hinds liimsi 
Petty Sessions, to he held in Wexford ( 



John Greene, 

J ustico of said County. 



>;lf to attend at the 
Court House, 



..n the 25th of September, 1807, at t welve oVlmk’Momto 
give evidence against the said Uriah Ilearde and others for 
the said offence, or otherwise to forfeit to the Crown the 
sum of £5. 

(Signed) Patrick Callaghan, 

1 Constable, Informant. 



Taken before me this 23rd day of Si 
18G7, at Wexford, in the said count; 



‘ptonibur, in the year 



(Signed) John Greene, 

Justice of said County. 
(A true copy.) 

(Signed) Thomas M. O’Lkarv, 

Clerk of Petty Sessions. 



Petty Sessions (Ireland) Act, 1851, 14 & 15 Viet. c. 93. 
Pokm Aa — Information. 

(Stamp Sixpence.) 

Petty Sessions District of Wexford, County of Wexford. 
Patrick Callaghan, Police Constable at Wex- 
foid- - - - - . _ Complainant. 

Uriah Hearde, master ; John Banks, William 
Hearde, Thomas Clarke, John Hearde and 
George Hearde, crew of the fishing boat 
Anne and Charlotte, of Carnarvon - . Defendants. 

•aeinfinmBioB of Patrick ColWiaa, Polio, ConttoHo 
at Wexford, who saith, on his oath, that— “ I am a constable 
•oFpol.ce statmned at Wexford. On Saturday last, the 21s? 
instant, I was present when Sub-Inspector Fitzgerald made 
•a seizure of oysters it. a fishing boat in Wexford nil™, 
at about eleven o’dock in the day ; and I was then told by 
the men on board of said boat that Uriah Hearde was the name 
of the master of the boat and that he was then ashore On 
the same day I followed the same boat outside of the harbom 
when I went on board her with Acting. Constables Willkl 
Dwyer and John Heffernan, and Sub-Constable Ben alb 
StIl 011 ’ M f c " s Boyle, of Her Majesty’s J Cus- 
toms, and I there demanded the oysters that were on board 
they being dlegaUy ,n said boat in the close season for oyS 
between Wicklow Head and Carnsore Point, when tbe 
master, Uriah Hearde, who was then on board as well as his 
crew, viz., John Banks, William Hearde, Thomas Clarke 
nn G ’ < f 1 e0rgG T ? earde - aU refused to £ ve the! 

v tsi&Sttszsrs 

bS. r IZJTlihXLl 

said that they had taken 3,000 of the ovsters in Caran?3 
Bay, and that if I allowed them to retain thnm *i,~ < ? 1 ] 

give me up the remainder of the oysters, ami Sedatin'! 
they hail upwards of 10,000 of oysters on board b all On 

enforce my deTnl % 

cut what they claimed, and of wS’ /tSk 3 



° By the 5 & G Victor 



Office of Public Works, Custoni-IIousa 
Dublin, 2nd March, 180S. 

I have just learned that one of the highest authorities 
in England had distinctly stated that, “ under tho ex- 
isting laws the Irish Fishery Department had no right 
whatsoever to exercise any jurisdiction, or to extend 
the operation of any of their restraints, or by-laws, 
outside the three-mile limit along our shores; and that 
the^ waters outside were, the open sea, common to all 
nations of the world, over which there was no exclusive 
national j urisdiction. ” 

This statement, if true, opens a question of serious 
consideration mainly in regard to our oyster fisheries 
on the east coast. 

Tho close season for oysters, under the 26tli Geo. III. 
cap. 35, section BO, from 1st May to 1st September,* 
has, ever since the passing of that Act, been un- 
interruptedly in force in Ireland, excepting only the 
few years during which we permitted oysters to be 
taken for brood only on the shores of Wexford, and the 
regulation lias been generally observed. Tho conse- 
quence is, that wo still have valuable and productive 
natural beds upon our eastern shore— some of them 
ten to fifteen miles outside our shores. 

No such restriction ever existed in England till the 
passing of the Convention Act in 1S43, which it is now 
proposed to repeal j and the oyster close time, estab- 
lished by that Act, lias been very badly observed, their 
public grounds aro consequently nearly barren. 

1 lie words of the restrictive section, 25th Geo. III., 
cap. oo, see. 4G, arc : — 

“ And be it further enacted by the authority afore- 
said, I hat any person who shall dredge for or take 
oysters m any part of the Lough of Carlingford, between 
the Bar of Carlingford and the Castle of Narrow Water, 
irom and after the first Saturday in the month of March, 
until the first Monday in tho mouth of November, and 
zn any other part of this kingdom, between the first day 
i n/ r nd t ' le twcl)t ‘etli day of August in any year, 
shall forfeit the dredge net or other machine with which 



’ ' 10C ’ SCC " 32 ’ thl3 soason 1103 toen made uniform from 1st May to 1st September. 
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the same shall he dredged for or taken, as also the sum 
oi forty shillings, to be recovered and applied in the 
same manner as the other forfeitures and penalties in 
this Act mentioned.” 

t 14 *? a “7 P art of “this kingdom.” except the 

Lough of Carl, ngford, in which there is a special law.* 
Jiut it is alleged I presume, that this kingdom is limited 
by the three-mile coast line, and I have been referred 
to a law authority, “ Chief J ustice Hale, Be Jure Maris,” 
but I find m Hargrave's “Collection of Tracts relative to 
the Laws of England, a Treatise, in three parts No. 
1, Be Jure Maris et Brachiorum Ejusdem ” cap 4 
page 10, from a manuscript of Lord Hale, concerning 
the lungs interest in salt waters, the sea and its arms° 
and the soil thereof,” the following words ’ 
“The narrow sea adjoining the coast of England is 
part of the waste and demesne and dominion of the 
King of England, whether it be within the body of any 
county or not. Now it can scarcely be denied that 
the Irish Sea, or St. George's Channel, is a narrow sea 
adjoining the coast of England, and was under no such 
limitation as would nullify the close season and all other 
jurisdiction outside a three-mile line. 

I have every reason to believe that every moans 
that could be resorted to by parties interested in tho 
oyster fisheries of England and Wales, have been used 
to influence the authorities in England to make the 
bill now in progress through Parliament, available to 
throwing our natural beds open all the year round 
outside the three-mile limit for the purpose of stockin'* 
their own exhausted beds, and that tho French with 
a similar object, have readily adopted the same view • 
therefore I beg to propose that the whole case be 
referred to the Board’s Solicitor, with instructions to 
obtain from counsel the best information on the present 
state of the law and on the most effectual means of 
saving this country from the disastrous effects of such 
a change. 

Those measures have evidently originated in the re- 
commendation of the Royal Commissioners. 

They have attributed the great scarcity of oysters, 
which is admitted to prevail, to “ a succession of bad- 
breeding seasons for the oysters, for which no well- 
ascertained cause can be assigned.”— See report, page 15. 

In their “General Conclusions,” page 105. section 10 
report — 

“We have made diligent inquiry into the condition 
of the oyster fisheries, and have devoted a large section 
of our report to the discussion of the evidence which 
we have obtained.” We find : — 

“ That the supply of oysters has very greatly fallen 
off during to the last three or four years. 

“ That this decrease has not arisen from over-fishing, 
nor from any causes over which man has direct con- 
trol, but from the very general failure of the spat, or 
young of the oyster ; which appears, during the years 
m question, to have been destroyed soon after it was 
produced. A similar failure of the spat has frequently 
happened before, and probably will often happen again. 

“That the best mode of providing against the effects 
of these periodical failures of the spat, is to facilitate 
the proceedings of those individuals, or companies, who 
may desire to acquire so much property in favourably 
situated portions of the sea bottom as may suffice to 
enable them safely to invest capital, in preparing and 
preserving these portions of the sea bottom for oyster 
culture. By which term ‘oyster culture’ is implied, 
not the artificial breeding of oysters, in the manner in 
which salmon are bred artificially • hut the collection 
of the brood in years when that brood is plentiful, and 
its preservation by the application of due skill and care, 
as a source of supply during the years when the spat 
fails— a practice in vogue among British fishermen from 
time immemorial. 

“That no regulations or restrictions upon oyster 
fishing, beyond such as may be needed for the object 
just defined, have had, or are likely to have, any bene- 
ficial effect upon the supply of oysters.” 
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The utmost alarm prevails at Arklow on this subject, Appendix. 

and the people look anxiously to the protection of the 

Board. French 

Since writing the above, I have recei ved the altered Coilven t i ° n ' 
bill brought into the House of Commons by Mr. Cave 
the President of the Board of Trade, who distinctly 
stated that the bill was not to affect Ireland in any 
way either in the hill or the Convention. 

+ 1 find that some changes have been made which may 
have the effect of excluding Ireland from its operation, 
at least so far as the oyster fisheries are concerned, but 
m other respects it would seem to me very probable 
that the shores of Ireland are not unequivocally excluded 
irom all the complex, and in many respects objectionable, 
regulations, which have been deemed necessary for the 
preservation of order between the French and En<*lish 
m the seas between England and Prance. 

This bill commences, sec. 4, with reference to “ the 
exclusive fishery limits of the British Islands.” Now 
I want to know what this means. Does it refer to this 
t-iree-mile line which I cannot find in any authority 
connected with our fisheries, and which seems to have 
originated with the first Convention with France in 
article 2 : — “ The oyster fishery within 
three miles of the Island of J ersey, calculated from low 
water mark, shall be reserved exclusively to ' British 
subjects." 

The third article makes the ground outside common 
to both countries. In short, this point of a three-mile 
exclusive limit seems, throughout the whole bill and 
Convention, to have been a recognised principle, as if 
it had been the common or statute law of the land ex- 
tending to all the “ British Islands,” and ignoring any 
authority in the Crown or Parliament to interfere with 
ground outside this. 

There is a kind of definition of the terms, “ exclusive 
fishery limits ” of the two countries, given at page 2 
lines 30 to 35 ; but what have we to do with those 
limits, or with the Convention at all.— What we want 
to know is — 

Is there any common or statute law limiting the ex- 
clusive rights of the public or the Crown to a distance 
of three miles from low water mark of our shores 1 and 
if there be, does it prevent the Irish authorities from 
making regulations or enforcing them in the waters 
outside that three-mile limit, and can Parliament sup- 
ply a remedy, if it be so ? r 

(Signed), J. Redmond Barry. 



Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
23rd April, 1868. 

Sm, — Referring to my former communications upon 
tins important subject, I now beg permission to request 
the immediate attention of the Board to the present 
critical position of this case, and to express a hope that 
such course may be taken as shall prevent the disastrous 
consequences likely to follow from the measure now 
under consideration, to one of the few sources of profit- 
able industry in this country, at present progressing 
rapidly in prosperity under a system of management 
which has afforded general satisfaction to the public 
as well as to the parties directly interested. 

The Bill for confirming the Fishery Convention with 
France, after having passed through the House of 
Commons with all the celerity which generally attends 
Government measures, was brought into the House of 
Lords on the 27th March, read a second time on Mon- 
day, the 30th ult, and now stands for “immediate 
committal.” 

It appears by a Bill, ordered by the House of Com- 
mons to be printed, on the 2nd of July last, intituled 
“ A Bill to carry into effect a Convention between Her 
Majesty and the Emperor of the French, concerning the 
Fisheries in the seas between the British Islands and 
France, and to amend the Laws relating to British Sea 
Fisheries," brought in by Mr. Stephen Cave, Mr. Hunt 



* But now uniform, 5 & 6 Victoria. 

no COTce^whatMever 6 ab ° Te ' TaS written ’ ascertn!ned 4,111 th ® exclusion is confined to the third part of the Bill, with which Ireland has 
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•Appendix. 

French 

Convention. 



and Mr. Shaw Le Fevre, that certain articles of Con- 
vention appended to the Bill were “ recommended by 
the Members of the International Commission as a 
basis of a Convention between Great Britain and France, 
for the amendment of the Convention of 1839, and the 
regulation of 1843, and for the reciprocal admission of 
Fishing Boats into the Ports of England and Fiance for 
the sale of Fish.” 

The first official intimation received by the Irish 
Fishery Board of the existence of the “ International 
Commission,” or the intention that the Irish sea fisheries 
should be in any way affected by a Convention upon 
which they never were consulted, was a letter received 
from the Board of Trade, under date the 23rd October 
last, conveying to them, with a copy of the Bill and 
Convention, the first announcement of the intention to 
repeal several of those statutes, most especially referring 
to the Oyster Fisheries, under the authority of which the 
Irish Fishery Commissioners had prosperously and 
satisfactorily managed that branch of the sea fisheries 
in Ireland. 

This unexpected communication from the Board of 
Trade very naturally excited the more surprise, as it 
had not been deemed necessary to consult the Irish 
Commissioners on the expediency of adopting for their 
shores all those theories propounded in the report and 
suggestions of the Royal Commissioners of Inquiry, 
some of which seemed to them more than questionable, 
and wholly uusuited to Ireland, but most especially 
those relating to the most practical mode of counter- 
acting the great failure in the produce of oysters, which 
only extended to their shores very -partially , and which 
failure may have been traced to an unusual drain for 
the supply of England and of France. It, therefore, 
required serious deliberation, and communication with 
several parts of the Irish shores, before so important 
and unexpected a proposition could be answered in full 
detail; and I beg to refer to the copies of those commu- 
nications, dated respectively 23rd October, 1867, and 
6th January, 1868, forwarded for the information of 
the Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury, in your secretary’s 
letter of the 14tli February. To their answer to the 
Board of Trade the Commissioners of Fisheries have 
never been favoured with any reply, but it appears by 
reference to the repealing schedule of the Bill as lately 
brought into Parliament, that the Board of Trade have 
omitted from their repealing clause several statutes and 
parts of statutes, under which the powers of the Irish 
Department have been exercised, but that the unqua- 
lified application of all the terms of the Convention to 
Ireland has been retained to the fullest exteut, and 
that amongst the statutes which it is still intended to 
repeal is one, the 29th and 30th Victoria, cap. 85, the 
28th or last section of which was introduced at the 
especial instance of the Treasury in 1866, for the pur- 
pose of specifically excluding Ireland from any incon- 
venience from the previous provisions of that Act. 

This 28th section was in the following words : 

“Nothing in this Act shall extend to Ireland, or to anv 
oyster or mussel fishery on the coast of Ireland or in anv 
estuary thereof, or in any way to prejudice or affect the 
owner of any such oyster or mussel fishery, or to authorize 
the taking of oysters or mussels from any natural public 
oyster or mussel bed in Ireland, or any estuary thereof, by 
the grantees of any oyster or mussel bed under this Act, or 
by the owners of any private bods lawfully formed inde- 
pendently of this Act, or by any other person or persons 
whomsoever, nor shall this Act alter or repeal any law, rule 
or bye-law, now or hereafter to be in force having relation 
to Irish fisheries. 

Amongst the variances between the Bill as origi- 
nally printed and forwarded to this Board in October, 
1867, and the Bill now under consideration before Par- 
liament, the latter contains what is intituled the 3rd 
part, page 9, commencing with the 37th section. 

The honorable gentlemen who seemed to Lave charge 
of this Bill in its progress through the House of Com- 
mons, and who may be properly considered promoters 
of the Bill in every stage of its progress, most unequi- 
vocally declared that it should in no respects affect 
Ireland, and the Bill as lately introduced contained 
what prima facie would seem to be a section wholly 



excluding the oyster fisheries of Ireland from its opera- 
tion, and this section was still further apparently 
strengthened by the introduction of certain words on 
the motion of Mr. Blake, m.p. for Waterford, reserving 
the rights of the Irish Commissioners. ° 

This 27th Section was in the following words, and 
the portion in italic between the words Ireland, line 1 
and the Isle of Man, lino 3, was added by Mr. Blake. ' 

“ Part III. — Otstrb Fishkrtks. 

Preliminary. 

“ This part of this Act shall not apply to Ireland or 
interfere with the jurisdiction or /lowers now possessed by the 
Irish Fishery Commissioners with regard to Oyster Fisheries 
the Isle of Man, or the Islands of Guernsey, Jersey, Alder- 
ney, or Sark, or their dependencies, or to tins seas adjoining 
the same, within the exclusive fishery limits of the British 
Islands, or to any seas outside of those exclusive fishery 
limits.” 1 

On a close examination of Ibis section it was soon 
observed by the Board’s legal advisers and others that 
Ireland was excluded only from the operation of “ this 
(3rd) part ” of the Bill, and further, that this part of the 
Bill referred exclusively in its thirty sections to the 
administration by the Board of Trade, of the powers 
conferred on them for granting concessions for private 
layings, under the 39th and 30th Victoria, cap. 85, 
which it was intended to repeal, and that tlio thirty 
sections of this 3rd part, consisted of a re-enactment of 
those powers, omitting only tho 28th section before 
referred to as affecting .1 relate!. 

To all the remainder of tho Bill Ireland was still made 
subject by tho 6th section of the Bill, and consequently 
to the whole of tho provisions of a Convention upon 
which the Irish Department have never been consulted. 
I beg especially to call tho Boards attention to the 3rd 
article of tho Convention, extending its operation to 
“the seas surrounding and adjoining f,' real Britain and 
Ireland," to tho 10th and lltli articles of the Conven- 
tion, leaving tho whole of tho Irish waters, in which are 
some of our most valuable and productive natural beds 
wholly exposed to encroachment at times which all 
parties unanimously agree in thinking it indispensable 
to their preservation to have them close, while the whole 
of tho deep-sea banks of the British Channel arc espe- 
cially made the object of strict preservation for a fixed 
time. 

The answer of the promoters of tho Dill to our remon- 
strances is, that we have, in preserving our natural beds 
outside of the three-mile line, been exercising a power 
contrary to “international law.” I would respectfully 
observe that it seems rather strange that the question, 
whether well-founded or otherwise, .should have been 
raised for the first time by functionaries of our own 
Government. Our law advisers consider tho subject 
doubtful ; but there arc strong opinions that the waters 
of the Irish Sea or St. George’s Channel, bounded on 
both sides by tlio territory of the same Sovereign, are 
wholly excluded from those principles of international 
law which govern the wider sens. 

Hero I beg to disclaim on my own part, or mi that 
of the wholo community interested in this important 
question, any monopolizing or inhospitable spirit towards 
either our fellow-subjects in England, or even the in- 
dustrious inhabitants of France. Wc arc conscientiously 
convinced that indiscriminate dredging, without due 
regard to a reasonable close time, will in a few years 
bring those beds to the same state of barrenness which 
prevails on tho shores of England. Wo seek to avert 
this disastrous state of things, and tho utter ruin of a 
large and industrious and prosperous community. We 
ask for no restraints to which our own people shall not 
oo subject. Wo firmly believe that England is truly 
interested in permitting our poor, hard-working fisher- 
men to pursue their trade, and to furnish, as they are 
ready to do, abundant stock for both countries by pro- 
vident arrangements. 

It has been said in the recent discussions on this im- 
portant question, that the Convention has been adopted 
and signed by the respective plenipotentiaries of both 
countries, and therefore must he confirmed by Parlia- 
lpcnt ; but it is to he hoped that Parliament, the safe- 
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guard and protector of our rights, will take into consi- 
deration aud fully inquire into all the circumstances of 
this Convention, which, so far as it affects Ireland I 
most decidedly but respectfully repudiate. 

It is a remarkable fact that not only was our Depart- 
ment not consulted on it, but although a Select Com- 
mittee of the House of Commons, on Mr. Blake's Bill 
was sitting from the 30th of May to the 19th of July 
1 j"T “ though the honorable Member for Reading, who 
had been one of the Royal Commissioners of Inquiry 
and a Member of the International Commission for the 
Convention, was also an active member of that Select 
Committee neither he nor any other member ever 
asked from one of the sixteen witnesses who were exa- 
mined on that occasion a single question relating to the 
proposed Convention which was calculated to revolu- 
tionize the Oyster Fishery Laws in Ireland, the most 
important and conservative feature of which, that of 
close time, was in force without interruption 83 years 
or since the 25th of George III. On that occasion, the 
Chairman, the lnspecting Commissioner, and the Secre- 
tary of the Irish Fishery Board were examined and 
were in occasional intercourse with the honorable Mem- 
ber for Reading. 

I beg further to state that the deepest dismay pre- 
vails among the oyster-fishers on the east coast and their 
friends and advisers ; that for a short time they were 
deluded by the utterly fallacious 27th section of the 
Bill, but that they now confide in onr Department, 
whom they have at all times found ready to promote* 
their interests. It is no exaggeration to state that a 
population of more than six thousand souls will beaffected 
by this measure. 

In the end of March last, and before the Bill had 
reached an advanced stage in the House of Commons, it 
was judged expedient to send me over to endeavour to 
procure some alterations in the Bill; and I was espe- 
cially advised to obtain a restoration of the 28th section 
of the 29th and 30th Vic., cap. 85, which it was deter- 
mined to repeal. I arrived in London on the morning 
of the 9th of March, the day fixed for the second reading 
in the Commons. I waited on the Chief Secretary for 
Ireland, and was by his lordship referred to the Vice- 
President of the Board of Trade, with whom I had a 
short interview, when I put into that gentleman’s hand 
a verbatim copy of the 28th section above referred to, 
stating that I was instructed by the Board to give no 
further opposition to the measure if that clause was 
added. On the following day, Mr. Cave, who had con- 
sented to postpone the Committee for a few days, re- 
turned the paper to mo, stating that he saw no objec- 
tion to substitute it, with a trifling verbal alteration, for 
the 27th section, being the 1st section of the 3rd part 
of the Bill. I pressed that it should be added.to the 
Bill, but ineffectually, and on looking at the paper I 
found to my great amazement that “ the trifling verbal 
alteration ” consisted of the addition of the words " this 
part of,” in the first line, and the erasure of the words 
“ shall this Act ” in the latter lines, rendering the clause 
an utter nullity. Of course, I took back the paper, and 
it afterwards constituted thesubjeotof a notice given by 
General Dunne, for the 17th of March, but he never 
moved on the notice, having been absent when the Bill 
was passed through Committee on the 17tli March. 

The Act, 29th and 30th Vic., cap. 85, was afterwards 

S roduced at a meeting at the Board of Trade, with the 
oble President, the Vice-President, the Chief Secre- 
tary for Ireland, Mr Hamilton of the Treasury, Mr. 
Farrer, the Secretary of the Board of Trade, Mr. 
Hornsby, your Secretary, and Mr. Stewart, who was in- 
structed by the Treasury. The section which I sought 
to have restored was read and fully approved of, and its 
restoration to the Bill fully assented to by the Noble 
Duke and the Vice-President ; but the Chief Secretary, 
earnestly and sincerely anxious for the preservation of 
the Irish beds on the east coast from the effects of inter- 
national law, and believing that the introduction of the 
28th section would be insufficient for the purpose, re- 
quired that some further provision should be introduced 



into the Act with that object, and I was informed by 
Mr. Stewart that an arrangement was made between Mr. 
Farrer and him for the preparation of a case to be laid 
before the law officers. I have since seen two cases, 
but they seem to me to be quite wide of the object, and 
do not present, so far as I can understand them, any 
prospect of a satisfactory termination to the matter. I 
have devoted much thought and attention to the sub- 
ject since the recess, and I have conferred with the 
Board, as well as with many of the friends of the parties 
most interested, and after the most deliberate considera- 
tion, I have come to the following conclusion, in which 
I believe the Board fully concurs, and which I respect- 
fully beg to_ suggest should be immediately submitted 
for the consideration of the Lords Commissioners of the 
treasury, earnestly imploring of them upon this occa- 
sion to interpose their high authority to prevent the sad 
consequence which must result from the passing of the 
law m its present shape : — 

1st.— I entertain no doubt that in fulfilment of the 
promise given at the Board of Trade, the 28th 
section in its integrity should be added as the 
last section in the Bill. 

2nd. — As the recent discussion of the question of the 
three-mile limit may have created doubts as to 
the power ef the Superintending Department to 
exercise any jurisdiction outside that limit, it 
will be quite necessary for the prevention of en- 
croachment or litigation that an additional sec- 
tion be introduced into the Bill, establishing a 
speciSc close time in the western moiety of the 
Irish Sea or St. George’s Channel from the 1st 
of May to the 1st of September, except when the 
same may be altered by the Commissioners 
whose jurisdiction shall extend to a longitudinal 
line mid-channel, and defining that space by a 
line drawn from Fair Head, in the county of 
Antrim, to the Mull of Cantyre on the north, and 
from Carnsore Point, in the county of Wexford 
to St. David's Head on the South. This if not 
binding on the French will bind all British 
subjects. 

It may be proper to state that the Commissioners 
have, ascertained on the authority of Mr. Wyld, of 
Charing-Cross, that by accurate measurement the British 
Channel, as defined by the Convention, actually contains 
an area of 30,930 statute miles ; while the Irish Sea-, as 
defined above, contains 16,260 statute miles. ’ 

I feel no doubt that all that is required on this occa- 
sion to induce Parliament to do justice will be fair and 
deliberate inquiry. But it has been stated that “a Select 
Committee cannot sit in judgment on a Convention 
being an act performed in the exercise of the Royal pre- 
rogative.” I beg to quote the opinion of an eminent 
barrister on this point, well acquainted with Parlia- 
mentary usage : — 

“ A Bill is now before the Lords, and although the object 
of tli at Bill is to give effect to the terms of a Convention, I 
apprehend it is competent for their lordships to pronounce 
any opinion upon that Bill„or any part of it, to modify or to 
raject it altogether, or even to suggest to Parliament the 
propriety of addressing the Crown with a view to amending 
the Convention. For those reasons your friends of the Irish 
oyster fisheries ought to be heard, and could be heard, before 
a Select Committee.” 

I hare the honour to bo, dear Sir, 

Faithfully yours, 

(Signed), J ames Redmond Barrv. 

Edward Hornsby, esq., 

Secretary, 

Commissioners of Irish Sea Fisheries. 
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Oyster Fisheries. — Galway Bay. 

Meeting to consider certain By-Laws proposed for fclio Protection and Improvement of the 
Oyster Fishery in Galway Bay. 



Court-house, Galway, Tuesday, 10th December, 18G7. 



J . It. Barry, esq., presiding. Present — John Reding- 
ton, esq., Captain J. W. Lynch, Mr. John Keevan, 
and a numerous body of the fishermen. Mr. Michael 
Regan, Solicitor, appeared for the latter. The follow- 
ing documents were read. 

Oyster Fisheries Galway Bay. 

Whereas certain parties interested in the Oyster 
Fishery of Galway Bay have submitted for the consi- 
deration of the Commissioners of Sea Fisheries the 
expediency of making the following by-laws, rules, 
and regulations, for the improvement and security of 
the oyster beds in that bay, viz. : — 

1. That every fisherman shall, on the fishing ground, 

cull all oysters, and shall not remove from any 
fishing ground or oyster bed any oyster of less 
dimensions than two and a half inches at the 
greatest diameter thoreof, and shall throw back 
into the sea all oysters of less dimensions, as 
well as all gravel and shells that shall be raised 
while fishing. 

2. That all persons be prohibited from throwing into 

the sea, on any oyster bed, or oyster fishing 
ground, the ballast of any boat, or any other 
matter or thing injurious to the oyster fishery. 

3. That no person shall, between sunset and sunrise, 

dredge for, take, or catch any oysters within 
the bay of Galway. 

Notice is hereby given that a public meeting will 
he held at the Court-house, Galway, on Tuesday, the 
10th of December next, at the hour of one o’clock, p.m., 
for the purpose of inquiring into the expediency of 
making the aforesaid by-laws, rules, and regulations, 
of which all parties interested are requested to tako 
notice, in order that they may tender such evidence as 
they may consider necessary. 

By order of the Commissioners of Sea Fisheries. 

(Signed), Edward Hornsby, Secrotary. 
Dated at the Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
this 22nd day of November, 1867. 



To the Commissioners or Fisheries in Ireland. 

Galway, 9th November, 1867. 

We, the undersigned proprietors of oyster beds, re- 
spectfully submit for the consideration of the Commis- 
sioners of Fisheries in Ireland the following by-laws, 
which we consider necessary for the improvement and 
security of the oyster beds in Galway bay ; and should 
they meet with the approval of the Commissioners, wo 
request they will issue an order that they should bo 
henceforth observed. 

(Signed), Bernard O’Flaiierty, j.p. 

J. Wilson Lynch, j.p. 

Jno. Redington, Agent to Christopher 
T. Redington. 

John Kevin, Agent to Lord Wallsconrt, 
Ardfry, county Galway. 

By-Law No. 1. 

Every fisherman shall, on the fishing ground, cull all 
oysters, and shall not remove any oyster of less di- 
mension than two and a half inches at the greatest 
diameter thereof, and shall throw back into the sea all 
gravel and fragments of shells as he shall raise while 
engaged in such fishing. 

No. 2. All persons aro prohibited from throwing 
into the sea, on any oyster bed or oyster fishing ground* 
the ballast of any boat or any other matter or thin" 
injurious to the oyster fishery. ° 



No. 3. No person shall, between sunset and suuriso 
dredge for, take, or catch any oysters within *i 
harbour of Galway. ^ UlU tl,e 

(Signed), Bernard O’Flaiierty, j.p. 

J. Wilson Limn, ilcnmorc, 
Galway. 



We, the fishermen and several others residin'* ni on ., 
the shores of the pel, lie honk know,, from Ume ilmi 
moiral os the Strodtall.y Hunk, Jo hereby apply to the 
Inspector of Irish Fisheries no, l his ossiLut Jrf £ 
to the gentlemen rn tin, meeting to enforce . bylaw 
h”*” 8 ° f “ J to b " <»k»» ■» on the public: 

Wo propose two and a half inches in diameter, ami 
wo also propose to onjoreo a law prohibiting an, perse, 
or persous not to dredge or take away any oysters of 
said oyster bed after sunset until sunrise. ^ ^ 

We further propose and unanimously agree to levy 
annually four shillings on each boat dred"?ii" and six 

rr r-fsf w * a,;., .t > 

water ha.hfl to prevontany trespass, and prosecute an, 
person or persons win, dull, or may hereafter violu. 
the iaws enacted by the Commission,,,, „f Ks |, ork ,. 
Withont a proper l.ulifl being appointed the hyo-Iaws 
never can he put in force. Railin' to carrv a rimr to 
pass tho oysters through. “ ° 

We appoint as a lit ami proper person to dis- 

JJJjP tho dutlcs (li «• water bailin' on said oyster 

Honoured Commissioners and gentlemen in this 
meeting wo hopo that you will take it into considera- 
tion, for tho last thirty years we, the tenants of the 
landlords whoso property adjoins the public bank, have 
defended the rights of it, and hope tl.at the Commis- 
sioners and gentlemen at tho present meeting will 
conhno the bank to our benefit. 






your obedient servants, 

Tho Bod}- of Fishermen of the 
Olarenhridgo Bay. 

Mr. Regan .-- 1 altogether oppose tho last proposition 
in that memorial. That is a public hank and cannot 
bo allocated to any individual or any number of indivi- 
duals for the oxclusivo benefit of the tenantry of Mr. 
Redington s estate. I protest against that as ouc of the 
public. 

Mr Redington.— I never saw that memorial before, 
and do not know by whom it was prepared. Itis well 
known that . Mr Redington spent a great deal of money 
m establishing this as a public bed, and it certainly is 
not the intention of the present proprietor to undo that 
which has been done at so much expense, and t.o hand 
over to individuals what was established for the public 
good. 1 



Mr. Barry. It is not competent for us to enter into 
the consideration of any such question. This is a 
meeting held for tho purpose of considering tho pro- 
priety of making certain by-laws, and wc cannot at 
such a meeting at all consider the question of appro- 
priating a public hank to any particular persou or 
any set of individuals. The two first propositions are 
quite in accordance with tho memorial on which this 
meeting lias been called; tho third contains a suggestion 
which I should very much desire to sco carried out. 
-they say that there should be a small charge upon 
every boat for the payment of an officer to cai’ry out 
the by-laws. That is a most judicious and proper 
suggestion, because laws are always best enforced and 
observed by having properly paid persous to see to 
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their observance. But such an arrangement must be 
conventional, and cannot. I apprehend, be made the 
subject of a by-law to be passed by the Commissioners. 
Ihe 21st section of the 8th and 9th Vic., c. 108, gives 
full power to parties interested in the oyster fishery to 
appoint water bailiffs, and the payment for services and 
the mode of obtaining the money rest entirely with the 
parties without any interference on the part of the Com- 
missioners. [21st section read.] 

Daniel M'Hugh sworn (examined by Mr. Regan). 

I know well the oyster beds in the bay of Galway for 
about thirty-five years. I have fished the hay for oysters 
constantly during that time. It has been a public 
bank during that time. The fishing bank is now in 
good order and is improving very much. I was in 
court on the last day of the meeting, and heard the 
swearing on that day. 

Mr. Regan . — Was that swearing true ! 

Mr. Barry . — I cannot allow such a question to. he 
put. The evidence on the occasion to which you allude 
has nothing whatever to do with the subject under 
consideration, and I must insist on your confining your- 
self to the subject of this day’s inquiry. Is there a 
necessity for the by-laws proposed! How is the 
taking away of small oysters likely to affect the fishery, 
and if it injuriously affects it will the proposed by- 
laws tend to remedy the evil ! Confine yourself to 
that and keep clear of matters which have no connexion 
with the subject. 

Mr. Regun.— 1. admit I am wrong and will do as you 
direct. 

Witness . — I state from my own positive know- 
ledge and experience that the oyster fishery is in 
a good state, and is improving much, but it would be 
much more improved if there was a law against the 
taking of small oysters, and if this law was properly 
enforced, which cannot be done unless there are water 
bailiffs appointed and paid for carrying out the law, 
because there is such a number of boats and persons 
•engaged in the fishing that you could not depend on 
their keeping the law unless there are persons to watch 
them. W e have been endeavouring ourselves to enforce 
a regulation against the taking of small oysters, but 
it is no use unless it is mado a law and there are proper 
persons to enforce it. Here is a ring (produced) which 
we have been in the habit of using for measuring the 
oysters which might be taken and the oysters which 
should be thrown back ; here are also oysters of the 
different sizes showing those that pass through and 
those that do not. 

(Mr. Barry examines the ring and tries the process 
of measurement or test. The diameter of the ring is 
of inches, and an exhibition of the oysters which 
pass through and those which do not demonstrates that 
an oyster of less than 2£ inch diameter is not a market- 
able oyster for purposes of consumption.) 

Witness (examined by Mr. Barry). 

I think it is most desirable and necessary to prevent 
the capture of oysters that pass through that ring, and 
that if this be not prevented the consequence will be 
the ruin of the oyster fishery. It is the present practice 
to take and sell all oysters, of whatever size, and only 
for that the bay wouid be much better than it is. They 

take them so small that I could not describe them 

down to the size of my nail. All' these small oysters 
are sent off to London and other places in England by 
their agent, who lives here and buys them for the pur- 
pose. I think that oysters of the size that pass through 
the ring spat, and have young, because by opening 
them in June and July we find the milk in them just 
like the old oysters. All the oyster dredgers and 
pickers work by day. The most of the small oysters 
are taken by hand on the banks that strip at low water ; 
it is there the pickers go and take the small oysters. 
They never take them at night. I have heard of boats 
going out to dredge at night, but it is not the practice. 
We attempted to summon parties for it since you were 
here at the last meeting, but as this meeting was going 



to be held to settle the matter we did not proceed 
further. * 

Mr. Barry. You have already heard read the by- 
laws which have been proposed by persons interested 
in the oyster fishery of this bay for the improvement 
and protection of that fishery ; but I will read them 
again inorder to getyour opinion upon them. Tliefirstis— 
That every fisherman shall, on the fishing ground, 
cull all oysters, and shall not remove from any fishing 
ground or oyster bed any oyster of less dimensions than 
two and a half inches at the greatest diameter thereof, 
and shall throw back into the sea all oysters of less 
dimensions, as well as all gravel and shells that shall 
be raised while fishing.” 

Do you consider that the observance of that regulation 
would be beneficial to the oyster fishery of the bay ? 

Witness.— -I am sure that it would be most beneficial : 
and unless the small oysters are thrown back on the 
banks the whole fishery will be destroyed. 

Mr. Barry.— Do you think it would impose too 
much trouble and inconvenience upon the fishermen to 
obhge them to cull the oysters and throw back the 
small ones ? 

Witness. -Indeed I do not. It would be no trouble 
at all to do it, and all the fishermen are willing to have 
the law made and to be compelled to do it. 

Mr. Barry. — Is there any person in this court who 
objects to this first proposed regulation ? 

No one objects, but several fishermen express their 
concurrence. 

Mr. Regan. — -The fishermen are unanimous in wishing 
for this regulation, for they are convinced it is the only 
way of saving the fishery. J 

Mr. Barry — The second regulation is — 

“ Tllat a)1 persons be prohibited from throwing into 
the sea, on any oyster bed or oyster fishing ground the 
ballast of any boat, or any other matter or thin" in- 
jurious to the oyster fishery.” ° 

What do you think of that ? 

Witness.— 1 know it is a very mischievous thing 
to throw ballast upon oyster ground, and that it is very 
desirable to stop it, and that it would be very beneficial 
to the oyster fishery to stop it. We all wish for that 
regulation. 

Mr. Barry — Is there any person who objects to that 
regulation ! 

No response. 

Mr. Barry. — The third proposition is — 

“ That no person shall, between sunset and sunrise 
dredge for take, or catch any oysters within the bay 
ot Galway. J 

Do you think it desirable to pass that law, or do yon 
think it too stringent a regulation ! J 

Witness.— I think that law will be a benefit to the 
fishery. I think it is right to put a stop to the night 
work, for when people go out to fish for oysters at 
night, when they have the whole day to it, it is for no 
good purpose. 

Mr. Barry.— Do you think it would be an improper 
interference with the oyster fishermen to prevent them 
fishing at night? 

Witness — I do not, and it would benefit the fishery 
to prevent them. J 

Hr. Sorry-- Having disposed of that part of the 
subject I would like to get some information from you 
as an experienced fisherman, on the general subject of 
the oyster fishery. Is there any close season observed 
and it so, what is it ? 

Witness.— We always had a close season, why not ? 
We always begin to fish on the 1st of September and 
stop on the 1st of May. I think that is a fair season 
and should not be altered because we find the oysters 
milky in May, and spawning from June to August 
Mr. Barry.— Do you think it would be advisable to 
change that! 

Witness. — I do not. I think it is well to let very 
well alone, and that season is a good and proper one. ^ 
Mr. Barry.— If any man was to tell you tMit you 
should fish for oysters all the year round and take 
up all you got, large and small, and sent them away 

H2 
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Appendix, to — God knows where — wlint would you think of that 
opir ‘ " 



Fisheries.— Witness . — I am sure that the man who would say 

Galway Bay. that could have no interest in the oyster fishery of 
the country, and that he only wanted to take his deal- 
ing trick out of the place and walk oif when there were 
no more oysters to bo had. 

Mr. Baii'y . — You think, then, that the observance of 
a close season is necessary, and that that close season 
ought to be the spawning season 1 

Witness — I think a close season is absolutely ne- 
cessary, unless the object is to sweep away the whole 
fishery out of the country. How could you have an 
oyster at all if you don’t let them breed and recover? 

You might go on that way for a couple of years and 
then you’d have an end of it, and you need not trouble 
your head any more about oysters. I never heard of 
such a thing as that before, and I have been dealing 
with oysters these thirty-five years. 

Mr. Barry . — Such opinions have, however, been ex- 
pressed, and expressed with stated authority, but I 
hope it is unnecessary for me to say that I do not 
concur in them. I now agaiu call upon any person who 
has any objection to make to the proposed by-laws to 
come forward and express his views. 

There is no response. 

Captain J. Wilson Lynch . — All are unanimous in the 
desire to have these by-laws made as the only means 
of securing the improvement of the oyster fishery. 

The fishermen arc anxious for them to a man, and the 
memorial calling upou the Commissioners to make these 
by-laws has been signed by all the principal proprietors 
of oyster beds in the bay except Mr. St. George, who 
was from homo when the memorial was prepared, but 
he is now here to express his entire concurrence in the 
measures which wo propose as necessary to arrest the 
destruction of the oyster fishery of our bay. . 

Mr. John Rcdington . — There is one question I would person 



unnecessary to analyse it for those who can jud»e for 
themselves and who have large practical experience on 
this subject ; but, though thus abstaining from all 
criticism, I do not hesitate to say that a more important 
measure in reference to the oyster and general fishery 
of Ireland was never contemplated. 1 1 is a most serious, 
and important measure, and demands the close attention 
and consideration of every man who has an interest in 
the fisheries of Ireland. It is entitled a Bill to carry 
into effect a convention between Her Majesty and the 
Emperor of the French concerning the fisheries of the 
seas between the British Islands and France, and to 
amend the laws relating to British Sea Fisheries, pre- 
pared and brought in by Mr. Stephen Cave, Mr. Hunt 
and Mr. Shaw Lefcvro, and ordered to he printed on 
the 2nd July, 1SG7. I will repeat that I will not oiler 
any opinion upon the merits of the hill, hut I tell the 
gentlemen hero that they will have great cause to 
regret if they do not direct their attention seriously to 
the propositions Contained in it. Every fair play, every 
opportunity for a full consideration of ‘the measure has 
been given by the Government ; the hill is printed, and 
is open to all ; it is in the next Session its fate will be 
decided, and I hesitate not to say the fato also of tho 
fisheries of Ireland. 

To return to tho object of this meeting, there seems 
to ho entire unanimity as to the by-laws which ou'difc 
to ha passed for the protection ami improvement of the 
oyster fishery of your bay, but in flic memorial of the 
fishermen tliero is tho proposition with regard to the 
appointment of a water bailiff t<> carry out the. law 
which meets my entire approval. That.' proposition is 
as follow • 



Wo further propose and unanimously agree to levy 
annually four shillings on each boat dredging, and six 
pence on each person handpicking, for the salary of a 
water bailiff to prevent any trespass ami prosecute any 
who shall, or may hereafter violate 



and 



ish to ask, suggested by the subject of this meeting, the laws enacted l.y tlie Commissioners of Fish, 
d by information which I have received : Is it true, Without a proper bailiff bein«- mm., 



Sir, that there is a bill in progress through the House 
of Commons which, if carried into law, would be very 
injurious, if not destructive, to the fishery of this bay, 
and of the coast generally 1 Is there a bill now be- 
fore the House to allow Englishmen, Frenchmen, and 
every other man to come upon our shores and fish for, 
a nd take away oysters at all times and seasons 1 If there 
be such a bill, it is hardly necessary for mo to say it would 
work the ruin of the oyster fishery of this country, and 
it will be the duty of every man in Ireland to use 
every legitimate means to prevent the passing of an 
Act fraught with such wide-spread evil, and it will be- 
come the imperative duty of our representatives to re- 
sist such a measure by every possible means. 

Mr. Barry . — I have to thank you, Mr. Redington, 
for calling attention to this very important matter, as 
it gives me an opportunity of saying a word or two 
upon the subject. I cannot answer the first question 
as to whether there is a bill before the House which, if 
carried into law, would be inj urious to, if not destructive 
of, the oyster fishery of this country. Upon the merits 
or effects of the bill referred to it is not within my 
province to offer an opinion ; but it is my duty to tell 
you that a bill was brought by the Government into tho 
House of Commons at the end of last Session which, if 
passed into law, will have a most material effect upon 
the oyster fisheries of this country. The bill was 
printed on the 2nd of July last, and has been conse- 
quently since that time available for the consideration 
of all parties interested in the subject of the fisheries. 
By the proceeding adopted— by printing the bill in 
July, and not pressing it on the House at that late 
period of the Session — the Government haye given 
every fair play to all parties interested in the question 
to weigh the subject thoroughly, to examine the 
measure in all its bearings, and to take such action in 
reference to it as their conclusions and convictions shall 
warrant. It would be indelicate in me to express my 
individual opinion upon a measure wliicli has been sub- 
mitted by the Government of the country-, and it is 



ithout a proper bailiff being appointed the by-lavs 
never can be put in force. Bailiff to carry a ring to 
pass tho oysters through.” 

It is creditable to the fishermen to have made tint t 
proposition of themselves, and I hope it will be carried 
out ; but it must he a voluntary act on their part, and 
cannot bo introduced into tho by-law passed by us. 
It is a most judicious proposition, and shows that the 
fishermen are desirous that any by-law that may bo 
passed shall bo duly enforced. 

Mr. Began. — Unless a proper man lie appointed to 
carry out the by-law there is no use in making it— no 
uso whatever, without having a competent person to see 
that it is enforced. 

Mr. Barry . — I quitoagreo with yon as to tho import- 
ance of appointing such a person whose solo duty it 
will be to sec that the law is observed ; but such an 
appointment cannot he made the matter of a by-law. 
Any arrangement such as is proposed, must ho a con- 
ventional arrangement between the person employed 
and those who employ him ; and tliero are full powers 
and authorities for such an appointment given nnder 
the section of the Act which 1 have already read. It 
is, I repeat, very creditable to the fishermen that they 
have made that proposition of themselves, and it is 
gratifying to us to find that tho restrictions proposed 
are those which tho fishermen have endeavoured to 
carry out of their own accord, and that in making the 
proposed by-laws we are not now about to impose any 
restraints but such as have been acted on by themselves 
witha provident care forthc iniprovcmeiitof the fisheries. 

Mr. Jolin Keaven tendered himself for examination, 
and on being sworn said — I am at present agent to 
Lord Wallscourt, and I beg to hand in a memorandum 
of seed oysters planted on his licensed shores in the 
years 1SG1, ’02, ’04. In ’G4 1 planted 140,000 ovsters; 
in ’02, 249,000 ; in ’01, 20,000, making a total of 
410,000, of six score, and six in each hundred, and 
such as were in clusters were not separated but each 
counted in one. The license was obtained in 1864, and 
1 have endeavoured to stock tho bed thoroughly, and I 
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inust say that the oysters have propagated and crown 
in very great abundance. Some of the fishermen 
who are poor, sell the small oysters to me, but 
others refuse to do so and throw the small ones hack 
upon the bed. I deem it most essential, for the pro- 
tection of the beds, that night fishing should be put a 
Stop to, for night fishing is dangerous to life and pro- 
perty ; and I think that if the by-law against fishing 
at night be carried out with the assistance of the Police 
and the Coastguard, we will be able to protect the beds, 
but without that all attempts at protection will bo 
fruitless. For instance, last night, or rather this morn- 
ing at one o clock, we saw four boats come upon the 
bed, and we started in pursuit of them. They imme- 
diately put up their sails and went round to the 
' °? 5 ', VC were S ainiu S on one of them, and 

they fared a shot from one of the boats ; soon after that 
another shot was fired, and then several shots were 
exchanged on both sides. In fact this night fishino- is 
clangorous to life and property; it is the cause of the 
greatest mischief, and a by-law to prevent it is abso- 
lutely necessary. I am aware of the close season which 
is observed m this bay ■ it consists of May, June, July 
and August. I think it quite indispensable, for the 
prosperity, or in fact the existence of the oyster fishery, 
that this close season should be strictly maintained! 
If that close season were abolished and fishing allowed 
all through the year, the efFeet would he that we should 
very soon have that part of the bay that I know without 
an oyster at all. Any statement to the contrary can 
only come from persons who are totally ignorant on the 
subject, or if not ignorant, are only anxious to obtain 
some little present gain without any regard whatever 
for the future or for the existence of the fishery when 
weir own immediate ends are gained. From Black 
Head to Slyne Head are, in my opinion, the boundaries 
, of Galway Bay. 

William St. George, esq., sworn — I have been for 
several years engaged in the cultivation of the oyster 
fishery. I have been so engaged for the past fifteen 
years. In fact I have spent my whole time at it, and 
devoted all my energies to this subject both in theory 
and practice. I have visited every place in Europe 
where an oyster bank could be found, and have a 
thorough practical knowledge of the subject. I have 
more personal interest in the prosperity of the oyster 
fishery and more personal interest and property at stake 
than any of those who have, with what views I do not 
know, expressed opinions favourable to open and indis- 
criminate fishing at all times and seasons. I have 
heard read the by-laws which it is proposed to establish 
for this bay, and I think, in fact I am certain, that they 
will be highly beneficial to the oyster fishery. I am of 
opinion that it is absolutely necessary, for the mainte- 
nance of the fishery, that a close season should be 
rigidly enforced and strictly upheld. In fact the aboli- 
tion of a close season can only be attended by the total 
abolition of a fishery at all. I think the present close 
season of May, June, July, and August should be 
strictly upheld. I would even go still farther, and am 
clearly of opinion, from practical experience, that the 
month of September should be added to the close season, 
because in that month the oysters are fall of spawn, 
or have not fully recovered from the effects of spawning. 

I would sooner allow dredging in May than in Septem- 
ber, because in May there is much less spawning and 
less weakness than in September, and the young 
spawn of July is only attaching itself to the shells 
in the month of September. Supposing the close 
season abolished, and dredging all through the year 
permitted, in nine or ten years, or perhaps less — for in 
a matter of this kind you cannot fix a precise time — 
yon will not have an oyster in Ireland. As it is, the 
oysters are going fast, and are in much need of rest and 
protection. I am now paying 33s. a thousand for 
oysters which a few years ago I used to get for 5s. a 
thousand. I attribute that decrease to over dredging 
and non-cultivation. The men do all they can to take 
all they can during the open season, and in the close 
season they do nothing whatever for the cleansing of 
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the beds and getting rid of weeds and vermin. In 
other places this is different. At Whitstable, 
for instance, the men constantly work over the 
beds during the close season to get rid of the dirt 
and the many enemies of the oyster, returning to the 
bottom all the oysters taken up. This has a most 
salutary effect. I know Galway Bay as well as I know 
the way to my bed. The western boundary of the bay 
is from Hags Head to Slyne Head, leaving Arran six 
miles to the right. That is the general repute of 
experienced men of what constitutes Galway Bay. It 
m my full conviction that it is necessary for the. welfare 
of the fishery that the by-laws proposed should be 
carried into effect, and in addition that the regulation 
against night fishing cannot be enforced unless there he 
a penalty against having any dredge od board a boat 
between sunset and sunrise, because you cannot convict 
under the third regulation unless you actually find the 
person taking oysters between sunset and sunrise. You 
may come up to him at night and find plenty of oysters 
on board but the dredge not out, and when you go away 
he immediately begins to dredge again. There might 
be a practical injustice in imposing a penalty upon all 
persons having a dredge on hoard between sunset and 
sunrise, because a man might he either going to or 
returning from the fishing ground between these two 
periods ; and I would, therefore, give him time to go 
and return with his dredge. With that view I would 
fix the period between nine o’clock at night and six 
o clock in the morning as the time during which it 
should not be lawful to have a dredge on board. That 
would answer all practical purposes, impose no hardship, 
and be an effectual means of carrying out the law. If 
a law of that kind be not made it is useless merely to 
prohibit dredging at night. 

Mr. Burry . — That seems to he a very good and 
reasonable regulation, and I shall submit it to the Com- 
missioners with the other propositions made. Our 
business seems now at an end, but before we close I 
will read for you the following letter, which I received 

from Mr. Wray, the lessee of the Island Eddy bed: 

“ Coosheen, Schull, Oo. Cork, 

“ December 8th, 1867. 

“ Mr dear Sir, 

“ Respecting the restrictions about to be placed upon 
the oyster fisheries in Galway Bay, I think that in the 
main they are wholesome and loudly called for. 

“ 1 can onl y suggest that no small oysters shall be 
taken and removed for the purpose of consumption, but 
that it may be lawful to take such small oysters ’(say 
two years old), provided they are laid down again im- 
mediately within the said bays of Galway, and allowed 
there to remain until of full and proper size for con- 
sumption. For instance, the small two year oysters 
which I bought two years ago are now bedded still in 
the same waters which bred them, and have consequently 
been breeding these two years.” J 

Mr. Redington then moved a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Barry forall the tr.oublehe had taken topromote the oyster 
fishery of Galway. This was passed with acclamation. 
After the meeting and before leaving Galway the 

following letter from Mr. Wray was received : 

“ Coosheen, Schull, Co. Cork, 

“December 9 th, 1867. 

“ My dear Sir, 

“ I wrote you a brief note yesterday, the purport of 
which I beg to explain more fully now. Yon must 
not class me amongst the complaining ones in making 
the observations I do, these being, I hope, both practical 
and useful to the interests sought to he protected. In 
the case of a licensed oyster bed holder it becomes a 
matter of great importance to him, whether the stock he 
lays down on his beds be xwo year old or Fouityear old in- 
asmuch as the/omer costs many times less than the latter. 

“ If 1 can buy young two year old oysters from the 
dredgers at Clarenbridge, and lay them down at once 
on my beds at Island Eddy, the public beds still have 
the advantage of the spat or spawn from these young 
oysters, until they have grown into large marketable 
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oysters at least, at the age of say four or five' years. 
Thus practically no harm can accrue to the fine public 
beds ; and, at the same time, both dredger and licensed 
bed owner are benefited by the transference. On the 
other hand no young oysters should, on any pretence, 
be sold for consumption, or for removal out of the 
haven where- they are dredged, thus reconciling and 
conserving all interests concerned. 

“ This is, I hope, a fair and a practical view of the 
case. 

“ Again, if the French mode of artificial breeding be 



carricd.out at Island Eddy, the young spat may be in 
such multitudes as to allow of their being removed to 
other beds. 

“ This will strike your own mind. 

"Very truly yours, 

(Signed), “Weai. 

“ J. R. Barry, esq., Commissioner." 

13tli December, 1867. 

J. P. Bropby. 



Letter from J. A. Blake, esq., m.p., addressed to the Editor of “The Irish Times. - ’ 



The Irish Oyster Fisheries. 

TO THE EDITOR 0E THE IRISH TIMES. 

Whitstable, 6th Juno, 186S. 

Sir, — Whilst the necessity for protecting the oyster 
banks of the Wicklow and Wexford coasts is still under 
discussion, permit me to say a few words ou the subject 
from the metropolis of the English oyster fisheries. 

During the last week I have been engaged in a re- 
newed inquiry into oyster culture on the Essex and 
Kent coasts. I have had the advantage of seeing the 
old and new systems under the most advantageous cir- 
cumstances, through the kindness of those who have 
been engaged all their lives in oyster breeding and 
capture. 

I am more thoroughly convinced than ever of tho 
wisdom of the course the Irish Fishery Commissioners 
have adopted in imposing a close time. Much credit is 
due to them also (especially to the inspecting Commis- 
sioners) for the efforts made to confirm the jurisdiction 
they claim over tho outlying banks on the east coast. 

For nearly eight years there has been a failure in the 
spatting on the English coast, and except at Hayling the 
attempts at artificial breeding have not been successful. 

With undiminished dredging and little or no replen- 
ishment of tho beds, a tremendous scarcity has taken 
place, and should there again he a failure of spat this 
season, which the same cause that prevailed for years 
back may bring about, the oyster fishers will ho driven, 
both for purposes of sale and brood, to take oysters 
wherever they can be found. I have little doubt under 
such circumstances, that the Irish outlying hanks if left 
unprotected, , would soon be denuded of their stock. 

It is impossible to overrate the importance of protect- 
ing our oyster fisheries outside the three-mile limit. 



Whilst there has been hardly any fall of spat on the 
English coast splitting has gono on with little diminu- 
tion on tho Irish oyster grounds, arising probably to 
the nearer proximity of our shores to tho Gulf stream. 

The higher temperature of tho water in Ireland, par- 
ticularly on the west coast, renders it peculiarly favour- 
able for oyster culture, and to tho banks on tho east 
coast we must look for breeding oysters and brood to 
stock new beds ami replenish exhausted ones. 

It would be too bad, therefore, to leave those valuable 
sources of supply to tho merev of those whose own 
banks have become exhausted in some measure from 
want of care. 

Tho host authorities admit that no part of the king- 
dom offers more inducements for judicious oyster 
culture than Ireland. Tho entire yield from our hods 
at present does not exceed forty thousand pounds in the 
year, whilst the people of the little town from which I 
writo have some years realized upwards of three 
hundred thousand pounds from tho two ami a half 
square miles of oyster hanks which belong to them. 

Through the efforts chiefly of Lord Cluurieardo in the 
House of Lords, au important amendment to tho bill 
for carrying out tho convention with Franco has been 
obtained, which would protect most of the east coast 
hanks, but a further protection towards tho north-cast 
would bo desirable. 

I therefore trust that you and other Irish journalists 
will continue to advocato whilst tho question is before 
Parliament the justice and expediency of giving the 
fullest protection, the only industrial resource of 
value freo to our people to avail themselves of with- 
out the payment of renter taxes. 

Yours faithfully, 

John A. Blake. 
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